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Gbntlbmen, 

On the motion of John Stbwart, Esq., Deacon, jou 
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been of real service. 
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CHAPTER I. 



5ncorporation0 of pertb. 

THE MUNICIPAL. 

TIYflj HAT* form of government was over Perth in the earliest days 
^^'^'^ of a settled population is unknown. Whether its people 
were subject to the authority of some local chief, or ruled by the 
good men of the town, it is vain to speculate. But, if the authority 
of ancient writers is to be accepted (and in this it may), there 
was a town built on the site of Perth by the Romans, in the first 
century of the Christian era, and the municipal government of a 
Roman town can be ascertained. Wherever these Rulers of the 
World erected a town, though only with a few hundred inhabitants, 
there was instituted a local council, with a chief officer — ^the " JSdile," 
and a number of Councillors, called " decurions," to assist him. The 
position held by the father of Saint Patrick (of Irish fame) as a 
'* decurion," or councillor, in Dumbarton, shows that Roman mimicipal 
rule was then in Scotland, and that the natives had a part in it. 
Historians have preserved some notice of the existence of Perth 
during the troublous centuries that preceded the reign of Malcolm 
Canmore. Before David L came to reign, there would be govern- 
ment in Perth under which people lived and had a measure of 
protection to their property. That King, residing in the old castle 
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of Perth, took an interest in the town's welfare, called it " his burgh," 
and threw the special protection of law around its inhabitants; 
granted them the privileges of free citizens, with right to elect 
magistrates and to administer justice, and conferred a monopoly 
of trade within, probably, the County of Perth. Like other Royal 
Bui^hs, there were an Alderman or Provost, Bailies, and a duodene^ 
duMne^ or Council, which were elected annually at Michaelmas by 
the free voice of the burgesses in public araembly. 

The inhabitants whom David recognised as free burgesses were 
those who possessed dwellings in the town, paid their share of the 
King's taxes, and bore the burden of the Burgh defence. To use the 
language of a later time, l^ey were those who held stob and staik, 
paid scot and lot, and kept watch and ward. These were the condi- 
tions which in early times entitled any one to the privileges of a 
buxgess. In the days of King David, the rights and privileges of the 
Burgh were the common property of all burgesses, whether craftsmen 
or merchants. Even the thrall or slave of a Baron who could escape 
from his owner, possess a house, and live a year in rerth became a 
freeman and a burgess. 

THE MERCHANT GUILD. 

King William, sumamed The Lion, whom James YL called the 
" founder and instaurator of our Royal -Burgh of Perth," granted in 
1210, to the Burgesses of Perth, the privileges of a Merchant Guild. 
This was the second incorporation in the town. For centuries the 
history of the Council and the Guild commingle. All burgesses had 
a common interest in both. The privileges of the Guild were 
enjoyed by crafUmen, who were burgesses, as well as by merchants. 
Each of them had like freedom to buy and sell. In the Guild 
''Lockit Book," which dates from 1452, the names of workers in 
gold, brass, iron, as well as bakers and tailors and other tradesmen, 
are entered as Guild brethren. Only '' weavers and wankers " are 
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excepted from the privileges of the Guild by the Charter. The 
exclusion of these two trades appears also in the Charters granted 
bj David II., 1365, and in that by James YI., in 1600. What is 
meant by that exclusion is one of the puzzles of our local history. 
Professor Cosmo Innes (Scotland in the MiddU Agei^ p. 163) 
coigectures that the '' trades employed in the making of cloths had 
risen to greater wealth than the other craftsmen, and had pretended 
to an equality and participation of the privileges of the Merchant 
Ouild, which it required Royal authority to repress." This conjecture, 
we think, is precluded by an enactment in the Charter that only 
burgesses and Guild brethren shall have a monopoly of making 
cloth within the Burgh and within the shire of Perth. The Rev. 
'James Scott, in his Statistical Account of Perth, published in 1796, 
makes a more likely conjecture. There had been, he says, not a few 
industrious Germans, workers in woollen and linen, who had settled 
in Perth and become burgesses, and the reason of the exception of 
these two trade^ ^m the Guild he finds in " the apprehension of an 
inundation of foreigners." By the charters, eveiy unfteeman, either 
in or out oT the Burgh, was prohibited from making, or causing to be 
made, any dyed or shorn cloth within the shire. The making of 
such being " only leissom to those who are Merchant Guild brether, 
and who do join themselves with the Royal Burgesses of Perth, in 
payment of tributes and subsidies." — (David$on*8 Translation of 
James VL Charter,) 

Whatever may have been the import of the words excluding 
weavers and waukers from the Perth Guild, these crafts were not 
excluded till the latter half of the 17th century. In the Guild Book, 
the names of weavers and waukers are entered as burgesses and 
Guild brethren. Even the names of country weavers appear. One 
of whom, '* William Taylor, in Tulliebelton," was entered in 1590. 
For two himdred years the Deacons of the weavers and waukers held 
seats in the Town Council, from which they were excluded in 1658. 



IV. 
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THE TRADB INCORPORATIONS. 

The Merchant Guild was open to all burgesBea, untQ trade in- 
terests and certain Acts of Parliament led to the formation of 
Incorporations of Craftsmen. Though the Trade Incorpcufations wen 
separate from the Ciyic Guild, their members were always in con- 
nection with it. In the Guild Book occurs such terms as " brother 
merchants" indicating one class of brethren. An entry that ^'na 
brother, nor merchant" buy on Sunday indicates more than one 
class. One entry in 1543 seems to indicate a change. That entry 
is a statute that merchants, and no others except craftsmen that are 
Guild brethren and pay duties to the haly blude altar, be chosen 
auditors of the Guild accounts. The merchants were then assuming 
the chief place in the Guild, though the control of the craftsmen had 
not passed away. This is seen in an incident of the year 1543, when 
two officers of the town were for their services freely made burgesses 
and Guild brethren. That was done, according to the record, by the 
consent of the Provost, BaOies, Council, and Deacons of Crafts. 
Besides these there are other entries of burgesses and Guild brethren 
to the freedom of the burgh, according to the " tenorem acti " of 
the Bailies and Deacons. 

These ^otes fix>m the Guild Book will show that the Guild in 
earlier times was not merely a company of merchants. It became 
so after the craftsmen had formed Incorporations of ^eir own. 
Down to recent times all master craftsmen entered the Guild 
at the same time as they entered their own Incorporations, The 
act of entering the Guild was a survival of the time when all 
traders, whether known as merchants or craftsmen, were members 
of a common Guild. 

In addition to the Civic Guild, nine Incorporations of Craftsmen 
originated in Perth. The manner in which these Incorporations 
arose appears to have been in this wise. James I., in a Parlia- 
ment held in Perth in March, 1424, had an act passed ordaining 
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that eyeiy Craft ahould have a Deaoon or Masterman, to goyem and 
eatay, or tost^ all work made by craftsmen, that the King's lieges be 
not defrauded. Parliament soon had fears of its wisdom in ordering 
the appomtment of Deaoms, alleged that they had tended to the 
loss and damage of the Kingdom, and by an Act dated Ist July, 
1426, revoked their appointment and forbade craftsmen to congre- 
gate together, as their doing so looked as if they were engaged in 
conspiracy. In three months Parliament had overcome its fears, 
and on 30th September resolved to restore the office of Deacon. It 
was then enacted that "the Deacon of each Craft shall have no 
correction of the Craft, but only to see that the workmen be cunning 
and the work sufficient." The Deacon was ordered to try and 
examine the work every fifteen days. The appointment of Deacons 
was to improve the handicrafts of the country. In modem phrase, 
they were the inspectors of technical work. In March, 1427, Parlia* 
ment further ordained that every Craft have in addition to the 
Deacon a Council of discreet men to examine the workmanship and 
set it to a certain price, which price was not to be broken under 
penalties. The Deacon and his Council of discreet men developed 
into the Incorporation of after times. 

Deacons, it is to be noted, were at first appointed to examine work- 
manship, that the King's lieges be not defrauded. Then, along with 
a Council of discreet men, they fixed the price to be paid for the 
work. The Deacon and his Council thus became the representatives 
of the Craft, whose authority the Craft acknowledged. Craftsmen, it 
is to be believed, found themselves under kindly supervisors, and 
their prosperity increased ; at leasts it was the opinion of Parliament 
that the interests of the craftsmen were too much cared for by the 
Deacons. Parliament gave vent to this opinion very forcibly in an 
Act passed in 1491, under James IV. This Act declares that the 
using of Deacons of Crafts in burghs is right dangerous, and may 
cause great trouble, and convocation and rising of the lieges, by the 
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craftsmen making statutes for their singular profit. The Act ends 
by ordaining that all Deacons shall cease for a year, and have no 
other power than to examine the quality of the ^'stufife" and 
" warke " of the Craft. In the end of the fifteenth and beginning 
of the sixteenth centuries, the Crafts were forming associations in 
their own interests, making statutes, and receiving from the Councils 
of the Burghs " Seals of Cause " empowering them to do so, and 
the aristocracy in Parliament were disturbed at the signs of their 
prosperity. 





CHAPTER II. 

Craftemett attb tbe Zown CounciL 

HN Act passed iu the fifth Parliament of James III., 1469, made 
a change in the old order of Burgh elections. Until that date 
the burgesses met in public assembly and elected the Provost, 
Bailies, Dean of Guild, and other officers of their Burgh. By this 
Act that mode of election was discharged, because of the great 
contention yearly in the choosing of the same through midtitude 
and clamour of commons — simple persons ; and another mode was 
introduced by which the new Council was elected each year by the 
old Council. The Act also ordained that each Craft shall choose 
one of their number that shall have voice, year by year, in the 
elections. The members committed to their Deacons the duty of 
taking part in the elections along with the old Council. In our town 
the nine Deacons made good their right to a seat at the Council table. 
In the old Council records those at that table are distinguished as 
the Provost, Bailies, Council, and Deacons of the Crafts. 

The nine Deacons, including those of the weavers and waukers, 
took their part in civic rule. Whether or not it was the result of the 
statute ordaining the old CouncO to elect the new, it happened 
that by the beginning of the 16th century there was not a craftsman 
at the Council except the Deacons. The public voice was silenced, 
and the Council composed of co-optative members. One result of this 
change in the character of the Council was a serious appropria. 
tion of public property to private uses. Representations by the 
citisens had been made to the Duke of Albany (Regent during the 



Vlll. 



INTRODfVOTORT 8KR0H. 



minority of James Y.), as to the misoonduot of tiieir civic rulers, which 
led to steps being taken to protect the town's property. In the year 
1522, as the outcome of these representations, a letter was reoeired by 
the ProTOst from ^' James, by the grace of God, King of Scottis, to the 
Provost, Bailies, Counsale, and Communitie of our Buighe of Perth," 
in which it is stated that ^Uhe common goods of the Burghe have 
been in times bygone with evil advisit persons, officers, and others 
for the time unjustly disponit in private uses, and not to the weill and 
profit of the community of the said Buighe." As a remedy for this 
state of affairs, the letter orders the Provost and Bailies to select 
yearly four sufficient craftsmen, of best fame, men of substance, to sit 
upon the Council. One of these craftsmen was to have in his 
possession one of the keys of the chest in which the common seal of 
the Burgh was kept, and another to have the key of the outer door 
where the said chest stands, in order that the town's seal might not be 
put to any document without their knowledge. 

The Provost and his Bailies did not like the King's commands, and 
for some years they did not render obedience. Five years later 
letters of homing were sent to have the King's order obeyed. There 
was still delay till 1530, when William, Lord Buthven» was Ptovo^ 
and the four Trades Councillors were elected. One of the four was 
taken from the Hammermen, another from the Bakers^ and a thivd 
from the Glovers, and the fourth was by turns taken from the other 
trades. 

By that addition to the Council the voting power of the craftsmen 
was strengthened, and the merchants annoyed. The Council was 
under the control of the merchants, and neither Bailie nor Councillor 
was taken from the Clefts. In 1528, however, John Peebles, hekex, 
was elected a Bailie ; but for peace he had immediately to renounce 
his connection with the Baker Incorporation. The increased voting 
power was used in 1581, to place in a Bailie's Chair a craftsman who 
would not desert his craft. The effort was successful, and John 



BabMaveSy alias Pjrper, was elected. Great oontention arose over 
this eleotion, and the opposing part j made choice of another set of 
Magistrates. Both parties were prevented taking office by the Lords 
of Council, and the Provost and Magistrates of the previous year were 
reinstalled. In 1534, John Balneaves was again elected a Bailie. 
Against the election an i^peal was taken to the Lords of Gounoil and 
Sesedon^ who declared the election lawfuL Aftar this no craftsmen 
were elected to be Bailies till 1543, when Gilbert Rattray, goldsmith, 
was chosen with the sanction of P^vost Charteris. By the succeed- 
ing January the Lords of Council and Session, for certain causes and 
considerations, discharged John Charteris from his office, and another 
Provost and other Bailies were appointed. Patrick, Lord Ruthven, 
was Provost in October, 1544, and Dionysius Caveris, Hammerman, 
was Fourth Bailie. The merchants in the Council i^rotested with 
vehemence, but their protests were unavailing. From that time, with 
one or two exceptions, craftsmen filled the Fourth Magistrate's Chair 
till the Burgh Reform Act of 1833. 

By 1544 the craftsmen in Pertii bad gained a strong position in 
municipal affisirs, which was not agreeable to the merchants. What 
influanoe was brought to beax on the makers of law is to us unknown, 
but Parliament was induced to make a detennined effort to put cralta- 
men out of all Town Councils* The efiort, however, was frustrated in 
P^rth, and the story of how that was done is interesting. Parliament^ 
on the 20th June, 1555, passed an Act discharging Incorporations 
from electing Deacons. The rwaaoB given for passing that Act are 
juat a repetition of those given in 1491. Deacons are charged with 
bdng right dangerous, with causii^ great trouble in burghs, com- 
motion and rising of the lieges; with making leagues and bands 
among themselves, and betwixt bur^ and burgh. It may be these 
charges against the Deacons arose from dread of the growing free spirit 
of the craftsmen. The Act also commands the Provost, Bailies, and 
Council " to choose the maist honest men of gude conscience, ane of 
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evarie Crafty to visie the Craft, that they labour suffioientl7." Tlieee 
persona were to be called ykitora, to be elected yearly by the 
Magistrates, and were prohibited from gathering the craftsmen 
together, and from making acts and statutes. And as Deacons would 
no more be in the Council, two craftsmen were to be chosen by the 
Magistrates to sit on the Council, in place of the Deacons. 

The Perth craftsmen were not to be so easily deprived of their share 
in the government of their Burgh. The first election of Council after 
the parsing of the Act abolishing Deacons was at Michaelmas, 1656. 
The old Council, according to use and wont^ as their time was expiring, 
met to elect their successors, and to put the Act of 20th June into 
force. The Deacons were absent from this meeting, except Walter 
Balneaves, or Pyper, flesher, related to John Balneaves, the magi- 
strate of 1534. Walter protested against the Council proceeding to 
any election according to the recent Act of Parliament. He backed , 
up his protest by producing a letter from "Our Sovereign Lady 
Mary, Regent of Scotland," in which she recommended the Council 
to choose craftsmen after their "auld use." The Treasurer of the 
Burgh produced the Act of 20th June, and with the other merchants 
protested that no craftsmen be admitted farther than that Act allows. 
Lord Ruthven, the Provost^ was in a difficulty, whether to obey the 
Act of Parliament or the letter of the Queen mother. In a spirit of 
caution, he delayed his decision, said he would speak with the Queen, 
and deferred the business of the election. 

Great as was the influence of the merchants in obtaining that Act^ 
the craftshien showed that they too had friends at Court. The 
Council met again on the 17th October. By that time another letter 
had been received from the Queen Regent. It was of the same 
import as that presented by Balneaves to the Council at Michaelmas. 
Provost Ruthven had now resolved to support the craftsmen. To 
the great offence of the merchants, he declared he would obey the 
Queen's hand writ and signet> and elect a new Council according to 
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dd nae sod iroatm The new Gonnoil was then elected^ the Deecona 
lanained in their <dd aeele, and Walter Bafaieayea waa placed in a 
Magistrate's Chair, which he well deeerred. 

. The Queen's letter was followed by a Boyal warrant, dispensing 
with the application of the Act of 20th Jane to Perth. The 
warrant ia dated 28th May, 1556, nnder Her Higest/s seal, and 
sabscribed bj *'onr Sovereign Lad/s dearest mother.'' It declares 
that none of the reasons and causes which moved Her Grace and 
the Estates of Parliament to pass that Act haye taken effect, 
and being unwilling to deprive the craftsmen of Perth of any 
privileges granted to them by her predecessors, without great and urgent 
causes, she dispenses with that Act, and restores to them the ri^t to 
have Deacons, who shall have vote in the election of Magistrates 
and hold office in the Buigh ; also, she ordered that the number of 
craftsmen shall be equal to the number of m^erchants at the Council 
table, and a craftsman and a merchant shall, year about, be Treasurer 
of the Burgh. The efibrtB of the merchants and the Lords of 
Parliament failed to diifranchise the craftsmen of Perth. The con- 
test left the craftsmen with an increase of their privileges. There 
was one danger yet remaining which the Queen mother cleared away. 
The merchants had got control of the Guild, and might in revenge 
prevent craftsmen ftom qualifying as Guild brethren. The Queen 
mother ordained that should any craftsman be refused admission 
to the Guild as before, the Provost or any of the Bailies was 
empowered to admit him. 

The warrant then goes on to say that the craftsmen of Perth have 
always enjoyed as great freedom and privileges as the merchants 
thereof ; that the Burgh of Perth has been upheld principally, and 
increases daily in riches, order, and policy by the industry of the 
craftsmen; that equally with the merchants they bear all manner 
of stents and taxes, and of course are entitled to equal share in 
municipal rule. The result of the contest led by Walter Balneaves 
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was to leftve Perth with tho most democratic Town Oounoil ^ any 
Buigh in Scotland. One half of the memhers were CBaftsnieiiy nine 
of whom were elected by the different Crafts in meetings of their haOI 
members. 




CHAPTER III. 

Olb pertb: 3t0 Ztnbe mb ZvabetB. 

CAMDEN in his *' Britannia" has preserved two lines of an 
andeni eulogy on Perth. One of the lines has thas been 
tmnalated — 

" Perth the whole kingdom with her wealth supplies." 

It would he unsafe to infer f^rom these words that Perth was then a 
great city, with wealthy merchants, and harbours filled with richly- 
laden ships. To think so, would not accord with sober history. In 
the days of David I., foreign ships brought dyed cloths and articles 
fbr domestic use to the Burgh, and carried away wool and hides. 
Being a seat of the Court, whose residence was just outside the 
northern wall, there would be wealthy buyers for the imports of the 
merchants. Skilled workmen from Flanders and Germauy settled in 
Perth. During the twelfth and thirteenth centuries it shared in the 
proepevity which then visited Scotland. 

One of the local merchants whose name has come down to this time 
is Henry Bald. He was a goldsmith, and had his booth at the junction 
of the east side of Skinnergate and High Street. Jewels for the 
Court ladies, and money in exchange for merchants and courtiers, 
would be supplied by him. The house in which he lived had been 
granted by King William for his services. At Bald's death it was 
left to the monks of Scone. 

The exclusive privilege of trade within the whole county of Perth 
seems to have been granted to the Burgh by David L, while William 
the lion conferred a charter for a Merchant Guild. This charter con- 
firmed the privileges previously conferred, and ordains that all goods 



xiT. IRTBODtrCIOBT BUROH. 



brought to the town by fonrign merchants be exposed to bayen 
there, and the whole produce for sale— ^f the fieUs, flocks and 
herds of the county — ^were to be brought to Perth and openly add. 
A monopoly of tRe trade in town and county was secured in faxP^^'^^'^^^ 
resident burgesses. For eight months each year they had sole command 
of the markets, and then for four months — from the ascension of our 
Lord until the Feast of the Bonds of St. Peter (that is firom ten 
days after Easter to the 1st August) — ^they were sulject to the 
competition of foreign merchants. These brought cbths and other 
goods which they were allowed fireely to cut and sell in town. But thera 
only : they were not allowed to go into the country. In qiring their 
vessels came to the little port with cargoes^ and returned ere autumn 
laden with the produce of the county and of the river. 

The prosperity of Perth received a rude shock, along Irith the 
whole country, by the wars which the English Kings originated. 
When Edward I. entered Scotland, laying waste the country, bnntiiig 
towns and villages, he stayed for some days at Perth* in which he left 
a strong garrison. The walls that surrounded the town were by him 
greatly strengthened. Instead of being a centre of traffic, the town 
became a military station to hold the country in subjection. For 
fifteen years the English garrison held possession. Once during that 
time, in 1806, Bob^ Bruce unsuccessfully besieged it In 1313, after 
a siege of six weeks he overcame the defenders. As it was the policy 
of Bruce to nuse the walls of all places that would affi>rd refuge to the 
EngUsb, he demolished the fortificati<His and the castle, and left the 
town in reality what the French knight, who scaled the walls with 
him in the final attack, called it, ''a miserable hamlet" The walls 
were built again, and the town became a camp of soldiers. Twice again 
were the waUs demolished. The last demolition, in the War of 
Independence, was after a si^ge of ten weeks by the High Steward of 
Scotland. During three qnartera of a century, under four y<ngliah 
kings, the cruel strife went on. Perth in ruins was but symbolical 
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of the whole country, which had again and again been burnt and 
ravaged from Berwick to the Forth. That long struggle ended. in 
aeouring deliverance from the southern yoke. The cause of Scottish 
independdice, which at times seemed almost lost^ eventuaUy 
triumphed ; but the country was left poor, its commerce impoverished, 
arts rude, craftsmen unskilled. 

What the Scottish Kings could do to restore prosperity to Perth 
was done. Robert Bruce, four years after Bannockbum, gave to the 
burgesses complete control over the Biver Tay from Balmerino Castle. 
No ship that passed that place could unload, without liberty from the 
magistrates, till it arrived at the Bridge of Perth. In an interval of 
peace, after David 11. returned from captivity in England, a charter 
was granted by him, in which he confirmed the privileges conferred by 
William the Lion and Robert Bruce. This charter was followed by 
one from Robert II. making gifts to the town of the mills and the 
multures; the islands of Incherrat^ Inchyra, and Sleepless, with 
fishings in the Tay; also muirs, marshes, meadows, and pastures 
round the town. The muirs, marshes, and meadows are now repre- 
sented by the Inches and the Burghmuir. King Robert III. confirmed 
by charter the powers of the Provost^ Magistrates, and Dean of Guild, 
with consent of the Guild brethren, to make laws for the Burgh, and 
to enforce obedience to these laws by penalties. By the charters of 
these Kings the privileges of trade and the authority of the-Town 
Council were rehabilitated. 

The condition into which handicraft had faUen in the fourteenth 
century made it necessary to import articles that ought to have been 
made at home. In truth, horse shoes were mainly imported from 
Flanders ; from whence came wheels and barrows. It was necessary 
to import saddles, bridles, spears, swords, and armour into the country. 
For though Sir Walter tells us that Henry, the Smith of the Wynd, 
could make swords tempered to cut steel links as if they were paper, 
and coats of mail worthy of the craftsmen of Milan, he had few fellows. 
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One of the Acts of the Ptaliaiiient of James L, 1424, required ereiy 
Soottiflh ship that sailed to the Contiiient to bring home harness— miH- 
.tarj armour — as part of tiie oai]go. In the reign of that King, Sootlaad 
was visited by iEneas Silvius, who became Pope Pins IL He did not 
visit Perth, so far as we know, but he has left a desoription of the 
miserable houses he saw in other places, which were built without lime, 
with a cow's hide for a door ; so rude were the arts of house building. 

What ships were owned by PerUi merchants we have tailed to find. 
Mr. !Flttis records that John Mercer, laird of Aldie, possessed ships^ 
with which he traded to France. Other Perth merchants may also 
hare possessed ships, as Scottish ships brought com and wheat from 
Lynn and Dimwich to Scothind in the thirteenth century, and wocH was 
shipped from Perth in the fourteenth century by King David. In 
1456, a ship bearing the name of ** Johne Mathesone'' was ^frauchted" 
by local merchants, and may have been a local ship. The same year 
'' TVlUelmus German " was made a burgess and Guild brother, without 
costs. Evidently this was a Dutchman who had gained the favour of 
the Bailies while trading with the town. Merchants from Perth were 
accustomed to visit Denmark, Holland, France, carrying with them 
not only their own merchandise, but that of their neighbours, to sell in 
these countries. They also acted as agents, having commissions to buy 
and sell for their neighbours at home. One of these commissions may 
be noted, that of David Stannes, who gave to Robert Salmond JEIO lOs., 
" to be warit on merchandise in Flushing for David's i^'ofit." 

These merchants, having sold their own goods and made purchases 
for the home market^ would freight at times a " Hollander ship " ot 
a *' Flanders ship," or a ^'Soundisman ship" to carry their 
merchandise to Perth. The cargoes generally consisted of steksof 
dyed cloths, lint, linen sheets, dakers of Bemyss knives, clouts of 
needles, barrels of soap, ass, pik, tar, madder, and Rhenish and other 
wines. These were the chief articles that came to our port in the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The importation of wine was of 
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saeh importance that a committee of wine tasters — '' gustatores yini " 
—was annually elected. The exports consisted of wool, hides, 
todakinSy skins of deer, otter, cat and metrick ; also barrels of salmon. 
There would be quite a stir at the port when the ship ''Johns 
Hatheeone," eommanded by " Master John Watson," was, in 1466, 
receiving its cargo, sapplied by the merchants of the town. And 
when the " Soundisman," or a ship from Fhinders, arrived, there 
would be busy working for days taking the heavy goods to the 
merchants' booths, and the barrels of wine '' sling-a-ling " to the 
cellars. 

The whole trade of the town was not great, but the tradesmen, 
through the privileges of their Guild, had the business of town and 
county centred in the Buigh. There was a large district known as 
the freedom of the town, the whole produce of which could only be 
sold in Perth. Anyone buying goods in the country before they were 
offered in town was liable to heavy fines for forestalling. The buying 
and selling of skins, butter, cheese, fish, poultry, eggSy had to be done 
in the open market. Wholesale buyers were not allowed to buy grain 
before eleven o'clock in the forenoon, and no meal before twelve. Ko 
buigess who had his residence and booth in town was allowed to have 
a booth also in the country, where he could sell his wares. He was 
restricted to trade in his town booth, except on the days of authorised 
county fairs. On two days a week — Wednesday and Saturday — ^the 
buigesses could put their goods on trestles and boards outside their 
booths ; but on the other four days no goods could be placed outside. 
'They had on these days to keep the passage clear between their 
eavesdrops and their dooi^.^ Trade was keenly driven in these old 



iTho pMsage tMtweeu the oaTesdrop and the door recalls a peciilarity In the streets no 
longer existing. The line of shops stood some 'feet back from the line of the flats above 
them, and a covered way wu formed for passengers. There are no specimens remaining of 
that old style of street architecture in town, except in the Castle Gable, where in one or two 
houses tiie old walls that were wont to face the street and the old passage in front are now 
within the houses. 
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days, for not only did the merchants stand at their doors and ask 
passers by. What do ye kck ? bat they would accost buyers engaged 
with their neighbours and try to get them to come to their boothsi a 
prsctioe which required a statute of the Guild to suppress. A similar 
statute with penalty occurs in the first minute in the '* Hammermen 
Book." The traffic on Saturdays was carried on till twelve at night, 
when the streets were cleared by order of the authorities. 




CHAPTER IV. 

Xurae00e0 an& l^eliaioua ^rvicea^ 

^T'HE Perth BurgeaseB in the fifteenth century were in close 
^■^ connection with the Church. It would be of interest to 
know the thoughts of the more educated among them about the 
religious life and morality of their neighbours. There was then 
dissatisfaction in England and on the Continent with the state 
of religion, and movements for its reform. Was there any dis- 
satisfaction here) Perth merchants visiting the fairs of Germany 
and England could not escape knowing of the teaching of Wicliff 
and Huss in favour of a faith purer than that current. A disciple 
of Wicliff— James Resby — came to Perth and preached the neces- 
sity of a revival of Christian life. Who brought him here 1 Did 
he come on the invitation of local merchants? Had he any 
number of sympathisers in this place! These are questions to 
which we have no definite answers. ' We know ¥rith certainty he 
was here, that his preaching stirred the Bishops and Doctors 
of the Church to bring him to trial, and to bum him at the stake. 
When they burnt his body, did they manage at the same time 
to bum the truth he taught? It is doubtful if they did! But 
Resby was not alone in Scotland in advocating reform in that 
century. The Bisho{te had to take active measures against others 
to suppress what they called heresy. To what extent the spirit 
of revival influenced Perth is obscure ; but this is certain, that the 
members of the Guild made efforts to improve religious observancea 
It was usual for booths to be open on Sunday, and for trade 
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to be carried on in the town. A spirit had grown in the Guild 
against Sunday labour, and a stringent law was passed in favour 
of Sunday rest. That spirit may be taken as one sign of religious 
reviyal. In 1462 the Guild passed a statute, which forty-nine 
members confirmed by subscribing their names, declaring that, 
for the honour of God, our Lady, and Saint John, and for the 
welfare of merchants, no wool or skins be bought on Sundays; 
nor any received and housed on that day, imder penalty of 
escheat and confiscation of the goods, and that no booth be 
opened on that day to sell any merdhandise, except winding sheets 
and wax, under penalty. 

In the Church of St. John there were many altars. To erect 
and endow altars was one way of manifesting pious seal, and of 
providing small livings for the chaplains. There was an outburst 
of seal to endow altars in Perth in the fifteenth century; but 
the conduct of the chaplains did not in all cases satisfy their patrons. 
They enjoyed the livings, but were easy as to the work. Five of the 
patrons were dissatisfied and resolved on reforms, but then: hands were 
tied, as is the case with many reformers, by the chaplains' appoint- 
ments. These patrons were — Andrew Charteris, Alderman; Alexander 
Bunche, Dean of Guild; John Chalmers; Robert Dimyne; and 
Gilbert Brown. Brown was son of the founder of Saint Ninian's 
Altar; the others probably w^ere related to those who founded or 
endowed the altars of St. Salvador, St. Thomas, St. Andrew, and Mary 
Magdalene. The patrons of these altars, in order to improve the 
services, resolved, in 1466, that when the present chaplains retire, 
they would appoint discreet men to Ije their successors, who shall 
be obliged to make daily service in the choir, at Matins, Mass, and 
Evensong. These laymen — merchants of the town — sought to 
improve the church services. They, not the priests, were taking 
that work in hand. Their resolution to appoint in future discreet 
men to be chaplains to give daily service indicates the dissatisfaction 
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of these merchants with the conduct and service of the chaplains 
in office. 

In the year 1504^ there was another awakening of zeal for 
reform and earnestness in church service. What was known as 
Lollardism had a few years hefore shown itself in Ayrshire, where 
the leaders of that movement were tried for heresy, but escaped the 
fire through their mother wit commanding for them the sympathy 
of the King. Whatever influence may have been active in Perth, 
the Guild in that year again passed a statute to suppress trading 
oa Sundays, and also another statute ordaining all Guild brethren 
to attend the solemnisation of the ^'Holy Mass" every Thursday. 
All the brethren were laid under penalty, when in town, as the 
bells rung at nine in the morning of that day, to appear in church, 
join in the procession following the "Eucharist'' round the 
church, and hear devoutly the said Mass. This meeting on 
Thursday morning for Mass was, after the Reformation, succeeded 
by public worship and sermon on the forenoon of that day till 
towards the close of last century. 

The interest taken by the Guild in the Altar of the "Haly Blude" 
led them to impose a tax for its service on all articles of merchandise 
in which the merchants traded in France, Flanders, and Daneskin. 
Wool and skins and cloth had each their rate of tax fixed upon 
them ; also, each booth at home paid a few shillings a year 
to the altar. Their regard for the services of the Chiu-ch is also 
seen in a statute of lo31, which enacts that when any of the 
brethren or their wives were seized with sudden sickness, the 
sacrament was to be carried to their houses, with two lighted 
torches in the procession. The expense attending the procession 
and the administration of the "viaticum," or waygoing sacrament, 
was borne by the Guild. When the friends of the sick thought 
there was more spiritual influence in four torches than in two, 
the extra torches were provided on condition the friends paid for 
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thenL 111 the event of the patient's deoeaae, the torches were 
left to keep g^rd over the corpse till it was ''carded" — put in 
the earth. 

Perth did not escape the presence of some of the heretical class 
who were readers of the Bible, and sought to maintain its teaching 
against that of the priests. For doing so, John Elder, a buigess, was 
fined £250, and Lawrence Pullar £40 ; and when the persecutors 
waxed more furioi&, Robert Lamb, with four companions, and Helen 
Stark, his wife, who derisively were called " Christers," paid with 
their lives, in 1543, the penalty of opposing, on grounds of Scripture, 
the superstitions that had become substitutes for Christianity. 
At the same time, several of the inhabitants, among whom was Sir 
Henry Elder, a priest, were suspected of sympathy with the martyrs, 
and were banished from the town. The historian Keith remarks 
that Perth was more infected with heresy than any other part of 
the nation. That might be the reason why Cardinal Beaton used it 
as a place in which to act the Grand Inquisitor. 

The faithful devotion of one of the chaplains to his duty received a 
notable commendation, in the year 1547. In that year, "the 
Provost, Bailies, Council, and Deacons of Crafts, having the strength 
of the whole community," granted " the profit and freedom silver of 
a Guild Brother," to Sir Robert Rhind. Sir Robert was "daily 
orator and chaplain," whose duty it was to say the first mass, which 
he did at an early hour. There were three reasons given for 
presenting him with "a freedom silver." First, that he kept so 
good an hour iu the morning as allowed " the whole community and 
neighbours that rise early to their labours easily to hear God's 
service." Second, that he left all other business for the duties of 
his chaplaincy. And, third, that he had " but sober annuals," which 
would " not give him his sustentation once in the day." The times 
were hard ; for Scotland was then suffering from conflict with Henry 
of England. This poor but faithful priest who attracted the people 



INTRODUCTORY 8KSTCH. 



XXIII. 



to church for "God's aervice," m the early morning ere they went to 
work, is worthy of remembrance. He was one likely to nurse those 
who, rising above the superstition of their times, by their devotion 
to God's service carried 'forward the work of Reformation a few years 
afterwards. 





CHAPTER V. 

Zbc tyammcvmcn 3ncorporation* 

*|K%AMM£KMEN Incorporations consiBted of thoae workers in 
■■•' the seyeral different "sciences'* or "arts," as they were 
called, in which the principal tool used was the hammer. Singidarlj, 
neither masons nor wrights were included in the Perth Hammermen 
Incorporation ; while in Aberdeen, gloyers were associated with 
smitlis and saddlers. It would seem as if the " arts " or trades that 
were incorporated in a society under one name were not alike in 
each burgh. The oldest list of Hammermen in Dundee consisted of 
goldsmiths, blacksmiths, locksmiths, saddlers, armourers, cutlers, and 
gunmakers, all of whom were buigesees and guild brethren, as well 
as craftsmen. From our records we learn that there have been in 
the Incorporation gold and silver smiths, potters, blacksmiths, saddlers, 
armourers, and gunsmiths. There were also workers in brass and 
pewter, white-iron smiths, clockmakers, carriage-makers, watchmakers, 
and bellhangers. It is to be observed that gold and silver smiths, 
makers of ornaments for the person, were first, and bellhangers 
makers of conveniences for houses, came last. 

There were craftsmen employed in the towns before Incorporations 
were formed. Various reasons might be given for their association 
together. One of the chief reasons would be to obtain that power 
which comes from union as a defence against oppression. In the 
country the craftsman was a serf under the power of a Baron. 
Even in towns it was difficult to maintain a position which would 
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now be considered that of a freeman. The interferences to which 
craftsmen were subjected under Acts of Parliament, in haying their 
daily wages fixed by Local Authorities, show the imperious sway which 
it was sought to exercise over them. The Incorporations bound the 
craftsmen together for protection, and also gave special attention to two 
other objects. One of these was to promote neighbourly relations 
among the members of the Craft ; the other, to provide for the lieges 
articles of good materials and sufficient workmanship. To regulate 
the conduct of members to each other, statutes were made. Similar 
iftatutes are found in the Incorporations of other towns, and in the 
Guild Book of our own. In the earliest minute preserved in the 
** Auld Buik " are four of these. The first is, that no master engage 
another man's servant, without leave asked, and " he be discharged." 
The second, that no one dispossess a brother of his booth by offering 
an increased rent. The third, that none seek to deprive another of 
work he has taken in hand, nor call a buyer "furth" of a neighbour's 
booth to see goods in another booth. And fourth, that no one 
meddle with another's goods that were being bought till the buyer 
had concluded his bargain. The observance of these statutes would 
promote kindlier relations among the members than if the sharp 
practices disapproved in them were allowed to prevail. 

There were three different classes of workers in connection with 
the Incorporation — apprentices, servants, and masters — over whom 
supervision was exercised both in regard to general conduct and to 
craftmanship. In order that there might be efficient workmen, care 
was taken to instruct apprentices, that the cunning and skill of one 
generation might be carried on to the succeeding. 

Before apprentices were allowed to commence work, they were 
presented to the Deacon, who had to approve of the agreements 
entered into by the indentures. He had also to see that the terms 
of the agreements were mutually fulfilled. Cases are to be found of 
apprentices being removed from one master to another that they 
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might have better instruction. Generally, the apprentices lived in their 
master's^housesy and were usually bound to serve five years, with an 
additional year for " meat and fee." Then after two years from the 
expiry of their indenture, they could, if qualified, become mastera of 
their craft. « 

Apprentices were under the control not only of their masters but of 
the Incorporation and the Deacon. That control may be illustrated 
by a case which was brought before them in 1608. A son of one of 
the masters, who was serving as an apprentice with his father, was 
inclining to irregular ways. He was brought before the Deacon at a 
meeting of the Craft, when it was alleged that he would not obey his 
father^s commands, but was disobedient. He was besides charged with 
being .*' a night walker." After these faults were proven by witnesses, 
a sentence was passed which reads as follows — " Therefore the Deacon 
and brethren ordains the said Patrick to mend his manners and obey 
his father, and if he does not he will never have liberty nor freedom 
amongst them, but to be secluded therefrom forever. ** 

In their indentures, apprentices were bound to " attend divine 
worship on the Lord's Day, abstain from all evil company, bad and 
vicious practices, and from recreations that interfered with their 
master's business." 

A large proportion of the apprentices were freemen's sons. The 
privileges of the Incorporation induced the sons to follow their fother^s 
occupation. Families can be traced from father to son through several 
generations following the same trade as freemen. There is one family 
still represented among the Hammermen of Perth whose ancestor was 
entered as master freeman in the days of Cromwell — 1655. The 
entries of each generation as smiths and freemen can be traced 
unmistakeably since that time in the books. 

The sons of merchants and members of other Crafts, as well as 
the sons of farmers, became apprentices ; also the sons of ministers 
of the Church of Scotland. In the year 1729, John Halket, son 
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of the minister of Caputh ; in 1731, Patrick Halley, sou of the 
minister of Mmhil ; and in 1738, Mungo Moncrieff, son of the 
minister of Blackford, became apprentices, each of them to the copper- 
smith " art," with Deacon Ninian Gray. Patrick Halley became a 
freeman, carried K)n business in town, and was Deacon of the Graft. 
There is nothing further about Halket and Moncrieff. They did not 
commence business in Perth as masters. It may be noticed that 
Mungo Moncrieff was brother to the father of the senior Sir Henry 
Moncrieff, minister, of Edinburgh. 

Strangers to the town, who had been trained in other places, were 
received and employed as servants. They were called '* feals " as they 
received a fee ; also named *' cumlines " as they were incomers, and 
had to pay for the privilege of working in the Burgh. In early times 
each "cumline" paid 12d. a year; later, a fixed sum of 208.; 
afterwards they paid 408., for which sums they were free servants in 
the Burgh all their lives. 

One privilege of the free servants was to have a monopoly of the 
service of the Burgh. Wanderers from other places could not compete 
with them until they had paid a fine to the Incorporation. Masters 
were subjected to a penalty for employing unlicensed servants. It is 
recorded, in 1590, that Robert Golbert had received an unfreeman to 
work, which is said to be '' against all gude and godlie ordour that evir 
has been among us Hammermen unto this day." Robert was fined 
408. for his offence, and a warning given that if others do the like, 
they shall " tine their freedome." 

There was a special statute " that na gangrel servants be among the 
Graft." Engagements were for a year or a year and a half; none 
were engaged daOy unless by special consent of the Deacon. Hence, 
the word Journeyman, a day's wages man, seldom occurs until the 
nineteenth century. Steady workmen only were desired. The 
masters had to present their servants to the Deacon, and let him 
know the conditions of the asp^eements for his approval. In 1532, 
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it is written " thaii sail na maister reaeaif ane servant to be feit eftir 
his feing witbout the conditions be reherssit befoir the Dekyn and 
twa or thre vitnesses of the brether of the Craft'' There are few of 
these conditions in the minutes to give us an idea of the wages. 
At Martinmas^ 1537, George Strachan was hired by Alexander 
Whitehill to serve for fourteen shillings and a pair of shoes till next 
Martinmas, with bed and board. Somewhat small wages these would 
be reckoned to-day. In 1552, Oliver Pittillo was hired for twelve 
months to John Robertson, saddler, for four shillings a week ; but 
there is no notice of bed and board. Oliver proved himself a 
competent workman for, by 1560, he was one of the masters of 
his Craft. 

Regiilar attendance by servant^ at work was enforced by smart 
fines. An early statute of the Craft ordains that should a servant 
stay away from his work one day without excuse, he shall work two 
days in return and pay half a pound of wax to the altar. In an 
indenture written in the beginning of this century, an apprentice was 
bound to give ten days' free service after his apprenticeship was 
finished, for every day he had absented himself without excuse 
from his work during the engagement. To prevent servants 
idling their time, and going out of the workshops to amuae 
themselves when the masters had gone to the Inch to have a game 
at football, a statute was passed imposing a fine of half a pound of 
wax for that offence. The Craft also ordained that servants who 
made " pleys " (quarrels) should be banished the Crafty '' that servanJB 
may treat each other as brethren, and all be one as they should be." 

Living with their masters, as servants and apprentices generally did, 
they were sometimes backward in keeping good hours. To remedy 
this evil, a statute prescribed that they shall be in their masters' 
houses before ten o'clock at night and to bed, under a fine of six 
shillings and eightpence for disobedience, unless they have a lawful 
excuse. 
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It has been noticed that stranger workmen paid fees to be allowed 
to work; so did apprentices and masters. The fee paid by aa 
apprentice whose fietther was a freeman was much less than that of a 
stranger. In addition to the fee to the Craft on entering, there was 
a sum to the Clerk, a smn for wine to the Deacon, and a sum for the 
head wasliing of the noviciate, a practice which was of a rough 
character in recent times. As apprentices wore the '^ Crafts' bairns " 
they were entered as masters, in early times, for a few merks. In 1572, 
the sum was four pounds; afterwards it was eight pounds Scots. The 
sons of freemen had special privileges, as also had the daughter. At 
times they got their husbands entered at the rates of freemen's sons. 
At other times, 1572 for instance, they had them entered for a half 
more. This privilege of easy entry to the Craft was as good as a 
"tocher" to attract husbands to the lasses. Widows also were 
aUowed the privilege of entering their second husbands, at half the 
usual fees for strangers, provided they were Competent workmen. 
This privilege was taken advantage of. 

In the middle of the 16th century, unfreemen who had not been 
apprentices in town, but were qualified workmen, were admitted to 
the rank of masters for twenty pounds with "banket," and 
"football" after marriage. Towards the end of that century the 
sum paid was forty pounds. The rates for admission of unfreemen 
indicate to some extent the prosperity of the Craft, and also of the 
town. So unprogressive was the condition of both in the first half 
of the 17th century that the fees for strangers remained unaltered 
till 1654. A minute of August 21st of that year records that for many 
years there had been no increase in the price of their feeedom, and 
that all the crafts in the town had heightened theirs ; therefore the 
Jncorporation resolved that those who had not served their appren- 
ticeship within this Butghy on entering with them, shall pay eighty 
pounds — exactly doubling the sum. The time of the Commonwealth 
seems to have been the golden age of the Burgh, for in it all the 
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Incorporatioos bad doubled and trebled tbeir entrance fees. In 1668, 
the Hammennen awoke to the fact that tbej weie behind their 
neigbboursy and they made this significant and instractive entry in 
their fiook : '* The haill brethren of trade taking into thair 
consideration that the pryces of the freedomes of all the trades <lid 
f&r exceed thairs, in so far that it was dowbled and tripled by some 
trades. Thairefore they all with ane consent to the effect thair 
freedome may not be vilipended heirafter, haiv statute and ordained 
that ilk freeman to be entered in tyme cumming to any of the several 
arts of the Hammermen trade, and who hath not bein bound and 
served his prentiseship amongst thame, shaU pay for his freedome 
and admission amongst thame the sowme of twa hundred pounds 
money." That minute contains a signal illustration of the prosperity 
that had been growing in Scottish Burghs under the government of 
Cromwell, and continued for a few years after. The trade privileges 
which, for the first half of the 17th century, were reckoned worth forty 
pounds, were increased in value in a few years to five times that sum — 
so great was the impetus then given to trade in bur Burgh. The 
reigns, however, of Charles 11. and his successor, with the supremacy^ 
of Bishops in the government, put a stop to that prosperity. It is 
only one of the minor results of these disastrous reigns, that by 1687 
the fees for admission of strangers to our Incorporation were reduced 
to one hundred pounds, and even to smaller sums. 

THE DEACON AND HIS DUTIES. 
When James I. ordained the appointment of Deacons, they were 
forbidden to have any charge of the craftsmen beyond seeing to the 
quality of work produced ; but, before an hundred years had passed, 
the Crafts in Perth were organised into Incorporations, the Deacons 
exercising authority over the daily conduct of the craftsmen. At 
first the Deacons were to be chosen by consent of the " Officiar of the 
town," but here the Crafts soon came to exercise the power of 
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election uncontrolled. From the earliest records of our Incorporation, 
the Deacons have been elected by the free votes of the members. 
This is different from the election of Deacons in Edinburgh, where 
the Town Oouacil made a leet of three members of each craft, and 
the craftsmen were restricted to select one of these three. 

The office of Deacon was one of much labour. The Deacon had to 
superintend the work, and watch over the interests and privileges of the 
members. He also acted as arbitrator in all disputes, and as judge in 
all causes arising among the members of the Tncorporation. Members 
were forbidden, under penalties, from going before any judges, either 
spiritual or temporal, with their complaints. One member, named 
John Crawfurde, in 1523, had been in disagreement with the Craft. 
Finding that was not a pleasant condition, he came to the Deacon, 
asking forgiveness from him and the Crafb, promising that, if either 
in word or deed he ever offends in any way, or '' plenzies " (complains) 
on any of them to any judge, spiritual or temporal, he shall pay to St. 
"Eloyis" Altar half a stone of wax, which promise John signed with 
his own hand. To assist the Deacon in his oversight o:^ the members, 
there was a committee appointed, the members of which at their 
election swore to be leal and true to him. 

Under the superintendence of the Deacons, Incorporations became 
unions of those who were cunning of hand, having been trained to 
their special work, and whose efficiency as workmen was tested before 
they were received as masters of the Craft. Every stranger who came 
from without the burgh, and desired to enter the ranks of the masters^ 
had to produce a specimen of his workmanship; so also had apprentices 
brought up in the burgh on their becoming masters. According to 
the science they professed, a piece of work was given them to make 
under the oversight of a committee, who watched them from beginning 
to end, to see that their methods were good and skilful. Each 
member of the Craft was thus approved of by his fellows as a capable 
workman before he was allowed to open a booth on his own account. 
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And after their booths were opened, the articles made and sold were 
subject to inspection by the Deacon, "that the King's lieges be 
not defrauded and skaithed " (Act of Parliament,^424). One or two 
cases recorded in the " Hammerman Book " may be given to show the 
care of the Craft over the quality of the work. Thomas Lothian 
(1598) wished to make knives as a cutler. His "say" (essay), or trial 
piece of work, was found to be insufficient; therefore he was discharged 
from making knives or any cutler work, and was warned that if he 
made any of that kind of work, he would be " punishit royallie and 
coudignlie." In 1580, the armourers compeared before the Crafty 
and bound and obliged themselves to work sufficient work to serve 
the lieges "according to the auld use of the Craft/' That same 
year a "lorimer" had taken to work as an armoiurer — ^making 
scabbards for swords — but his work was not sufficient. The Craft 
passed judgment upon him, dischaiging him from all handling, 
buying, or selling any kind of swords, either " twa handit, halflangis, 
or anc handit, and from dichting and graithing any of them, except 
it be making hilt guards or anything that concerns lorimer work.'' 

The care w^ith which the Deacons of the Hammermen watched 
over the interests of the buyers will be seen in two cases selected as 
examples. On 18th April, 1595, John Ogilvy, Deacon, and the 
greatest number of the Craft, were convened on the South Inch, when 
the Deacon laid this complaint before them. He said that on Palm- 
sunday Market, while he and his visitors were searching for insufficient 
work, according to Act of Parliament, they found in the hands of 
honest men bridles, ties, and saddles made of horse leather, which 
had been bought from Patrick Inglis, " ane of our brother." The 
meeting, all in one voice, being " weill advysit," found that Patrick 
had done great wrong in making insufficient work of horse leather, 
against all good order observed amongst them in all times past, and 
ordained that he pay forty shillings for his fault, according to the 
" auld statute," and pay ten shillings and eight pennies being the 
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amount paid bj the Deacon to the men that bought the insufficient 
work, and the bridles and saddles to be out and destroyed ; also, it 
was ordered that in case Patrick: should refuse to make payment, the 
''haill brother" were to pass to a Bailie and see him poinded for 
double of the said penalty. That is one of the selected cases ; now 
for the other. 

On market days the Deacon visited the sellers of metal goods, 
accompanied by the Graft's officer, who bore a hammer to test the 
articles exposed for sale. Wares brought to market by strangers 
were subject to scrutiny as well as those of craftsmen of the town. 
On May 29, 1656, William Scott and James Allane, from Edinburgh, 
displayed pewter articles for sale in the High Street, among which 
were some-.pint stoups. The Deacon examined the stock, found the 
^t stoups of insufficient metal, and confiscated them. The loss of 
tlie goods was not considered sufficient penalty for the fault of the 
owners.' They were,* in addition, fined ten pounds Soots money for 
dealing in bad penfter, in order, as the record says^ "That no 
inBufficlent metal may be broght alongs to the mercate of this 
Burgh, for wranging the lieges in tymes cumming." Edinburgh 
merchants after that experience would be more careful of the quality 
of the goods they l»ought to Perth. * 

The Deacon was the maintainer of law and order in the Craft, his 
authdrity extending over the moral conduct of the members. When 
any of them were disobedient and contentious, they received his 
attentibi^. Scotland in the 16th century had many uncivilised 
individuals in all classes and communities. Unhappily, that type of 
character yet remains. When such individuals in the Craft 
manifested their characteristics, they became the subjects of rigorous 
discipline. That' discipline difEbrs so much from present practices 
that it will be best to give special instances, to show how refractory 
members were dealt with. Simple cases of disobedience to the 
ordinances of the Craft were visited by fines of wax, or of 



candles, or suniB of money. Bat there were offeooea for which 
heavier penalties were considered neoesniy. In a case of personal 
dissension between two membersi in 1538, one of them was sentenced 
to come to the Market Gross, and sit down npon his knees, and take 
his "whinger" in his hand, and deliver it to the other, for the fsnlt 
he had done; and thereafter to come on Sunday with a candle to the 
altar, and offer it to the Deacon. Should he not appear the first 
Sunday as a penitent, the penalty was an increased quantity of wax 
for every Sunday he delayed to appear and confess his fault in the 
church. The Deacon, when visiting the booths to examine the 
workmanship^ was sometimes treated to rude language by the owner 
of the work. On 18th July, 1S47, it is recorded that John Lufrant 
had been "dispersoning" — ^that is, using coarse language to the 
Deac(m. He was ordered to come on Sunday first thereafter to the 
kirk in time of mass with a pound candle in each hand, and at the 
altar ask the Deacon's forgiveness ; and then go to the place where 
he committed the offence, and there again ask his forgiveness. In 
1548, Qeorge Colt, for drawing a '' whinger " upon his master, was 
ordered to appear at the door of his master^s booth, to offer Us 
" whinger " to his master and ask his forgiveness, and next morning 
to offer a pound candle to " Sanct £loy." The common people then 
wore short swcnds or long knives, and these were on occasion brought 
into use by craftsmen, as well as were the swords worn by barons and 
gentry. A statute passed in January 6th, 1551, prescribes that 
whatever brother of Craft disobeys the Deacon, in any pcHnt 
ocmceming the Crafty or in any manner of statute or ordinance made 
by him and the brethren, that brother shall come with a candle of two 
pounds wei^t of wax in his hand, upon Sunday or other solemn day, 
and ask the Deacon's and Craft's forgiveness^ and offer the candle to 
Sanct Eloy. In another statute of 3rd September, 1558, it is enacted 
that any master who uses "missaying" words, as "leeing" or any 
" misnurtured wiwds," shall pay incontinent a stone of wax ; and 
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ihould the Deaoon not fine the offender, he shall pay the fine himBelf . 
Whatever moYements maj have been in Perth in thoee yean to 
refonn i«ligi<m, these statutes may be taken as eridenoe that an 
eflbrt was being made by the Hammermen to reform evil habits of 
disobedience, and to suppress the use of i]l*bred — *^ misnurtured " — 
words, and to preyent charges of lying being made by one member 
against another. 

After 1560, rude speech and violent action still existed among some 
members of the Graft At a meeting in 1566, in presence of the 
Deacon in the Kirk, John Moncrieff, for " menacing and blaspheming 
and drawing aue whinger to Adam Demholme," was sentenced to go to 
the same place in the kirk where he offended, and there to ask Adam's 
forgiveness before the '^haill Graft." In 1575, there is a vivid picture 
of a scene in which John Pait was a prominent actor. John had 
been guilty of ^ Gontenu>tuouB disobedience, and missaying of the 
Deacon and haiU brether of Graft'' The Dea<^n and the eight masters 
tried him, and ordered him to pay to the common <*kyst" thirty 
ahfllings, to be paid ere John comes " f urth of ward," where they had 
put him. And at his "furth" coming he was to pass bareheaded before 
the Deacon and Inethren of Graft, through the Watergate and by the 
Southgate, to his own booth door, and there to ask "God's and 
his Deacon's " forgiveness — all which was to be done ere he again 
wrought in the Burgh. The case of Thomas Smith is so typical 
that the minute in full may be given. The date is 17th October, 
1594, and reads : " Quhilk day being convenit in the South Inche, 
the maist part of the Hammermen. The Dekyn, John Ogilvy, hes 
complenit upone Thomas Smyth, elder, that quhair the said Thomas 
by all equitle and reason, hes misbehavit himself towart the said 
Dekyn, in giving injurious language to the said Dekyn, in executing 
his office^ as was notoriously provin ; and that in presence of ane 
Bailyie. For tiie quhilk the stud Thomas being acousit be the 
brather, hes r^enit himself volimtarilie in the brother's will, and 
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quhat they ordene him to do, to stand and abide thereat. The 
haill brether being lyplie advyait in the said mater, decemie and 
ordenis the said Thomas to pass fra the haid of the Sooth Inch, 
qnhair the brether halds Court, baitfaaidit threw the towne to his 
awin boith, quhair he maid the &nlt; and thair to ask the said 
Dekyn and haill brether forgifnes, on his knees, and to deliTer ins 
poynd wirth foortie shillings of his awin hand to be applyit as the 
Craft thinks best And gif the said Thomas or any nthir brether 
beis found giltie or colpabill in the like, the penaltie to be doublet 
against thame. Subscryvit be our Clerk at our commands. 

"J. Akdbbsoni." 



The judgment passed on two heinous offenders will conclude our 
specimens of discipline exercised by the Deacon and Craft In 
1608, John Jamieson had misbehaved with tue tongue and " minted 
a musket" at the Deacon. He was tried by the Crafty and 
sentenced to pass, with the musket in hand, bareheaded through 
the town, and through the ** Ratten Raw to the Mercat Croce," and 
there on his knees ask forgiveness, then down the ''gait and 
through the Watergate '' to his own booth door, and there on ''the 
hycht of the Calsy" to ask forgiveness, and pay six pounds in 
money. Threatening to shoot the Deacon and '* mispersoning *' him 
being serious offences, the Craft decided that if any other member 
should do the like, he should make a more himible appearance on the 
street by passing through the town, "sark alane, bairfuttit, and 
bairhaiditi" and to pay twelve pounds in money. It was not until 
the year 1619 that another culprit appeared. In that year a member 
for his '' vile and intolerable speeches " had become liable to that 
penalty. When the offender was being prepared for exhibition on 
the street, and a sark put on him, he being all else unclothed, there 
was presented so pitiable an object that the Deacon interceded for 
the culprit, that he might not be exposed to the shame and contempt 
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of going through the town^ but that he should ask forgiveness 
where hewaa, and pay only six pounds, which was agreed to there 
and then. This was the first and the htst scene in which the 
^ sark ** was used. The good feeling of the Deacon that day saved 
the ofiender from extreme shame, and the Craft accepted his advice. 

There were, however, kindlier methods adopted to restore peace 
and good feeling when these were broken. When contentious arose 
among brethren, the Deacon became the reconciler. Gases occiur 
where strife of tongues was so unseemly as to bring the parties before 
the Craft in Council, when the judgment was that the Deacon 
should take the offenders to a house, and cause them to drink 
together in the sight of honest men at their own expense, and 
thereby be reconciled. There was great trust then, no doubt from 
long experience, in the peace-making properties of the Perth home- 
brewed of those days. 

THE BOXMASTER 

The office next in importance to that of the Deacon was the 
Treasurership. The holder of that office is designated, in the early 
records, " Compoeitour," "Positour"; in the later, "Boxmaster." 
He kept the "box'' cc»taining money and valuables. As there were 
no banks in those day% the money was kept in " Sanct Eloyis Box." 
The Incorporation possess an old box, strongly bound with iron, 
having two locks and two different keys for security, inside of which 
is a receptacle for the precious coins. There is no reason to doubt 
that this is the same box that held the " Sanctis " gear 350 years ago. 
The box is of a sise to be easily carried to the South Inch, at the 
meetings of the Craft, when the Boxmaster gave in his accounts, 
and showed the state of his balance. 

Inside that box, as it appeared so long ago^ we are permitted 
to have a glance, and to recount some of the valuables then within it. 
Besides the cash, there were pledges which had been taken when the 
apprentice fee, or the booth upset, was not in the hands of the 



ZXXVIU. 



INTBODUGTOBT 8KBT0H. 



boginners of life. These pledges were shown to the Craft as the 
securities for payment. Only the names of the artidea can be 
repeated ; had some of them been left in the box till tonlay, there 
would have been treasures to the antiquarian. Some of the artioles 
were as foUows : — ^A "Hary NobiU ''—-a ooin of Henry of England- 
pledged for an apprentice fee of 208.; also^ a '^Rois NobUl " for 3s. 4d. 
One article of dress put in '' wed " is a waist or shoulder-belt^ with 
•which the craftsman had adorned himself. It was of some valuer 
for '* Sandie Anderson " pledged his for 20s. Other belts that were 
in the box are described as " ane red belt,'' *' ane black yelvet belti'* 
'< ane cramossie belt '' — ^probably of crimson velyet. One is desoribed 
as a " chenzie-belt " with a '^rois in the midsti" and another ai 
a " silver belt." There were also such ornaments as gold and silyer 
rings, "silver heads and pendasses,'' as well as silver spoons and a silver 
saltfoot. The saltfoot was in " wed ** for 106s. 8d. We may realise 
the appearance of a Hammerman 350 years ago^ dressed on 
" holieday " in light blue, or green, or red clothes, with a cramossie 
or silver belt, and a '' whinger " at his side. 

The box was also the place where the money of the Craft waslcept. 
Let us note the source from which the money came. As already 
mentioned, there were the fees from apprentices and from journeymen 
connected with the trade, and fees on attaining to the position of 
masters. There was also an '^ oulk penny " paid by the masters, and 
a weekly half-penny by the " feals." Occasionally, when there was an 
unusual demand on the funds, the "oulk penny" was doubled. 
There was also the " gait penny," a charge made on market days for a 
stance on the street. Midsummer and Andrewmas Markets were 
chief days of trade, when members of the Craft and atrangen 
displayed their wares. The Deacon and his assistants went to all 
sellers of iron, pewter, and metal wares exhibited for sale, and received 
a payment for the privilege of the market. A number of the 
craftsmen were wont to pack up their stocks of goods, and go to 
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the fain at Dunkekl, Dunning, Kinroas, Fowlia, and other towns, 
and in theee places ** hrod stiver" was lifted for the treasury of the 
Hammermen Incoxporation. The largest sum noted as got at any 
of these i^urs, in 1519, was 36d., while in the same year the " brod 
sUver " in Perth on Midsummer nuui^et day was 41s. 

At the church services money was* collected for the Hammermen 
Box. At the altar of St. Eloy, there was the ** stok ** of that saint, 
the <' stok" of St Erasmus, and the "stok" of St. Tridwell. There 
are notes of money being taken from each of these for the Grafts' 
use. What is believed to be a ''stok" once used in St. John's 
Church was recently shown in the Antiquarian Museum, Edinburgh. 
It is an oak box, made of boards three-quarters of an inch thick, 
measures 13 inches in height^ 6| inches in Inreadth, and the same in 
width. It is strongly bound round the top and bottom, and round 
the middle, with bands of iron, fastened with round-headed nails. 
The lid is attached to the upper band by three hinges. The bands of 
the two side hinges are continued across the whole width of the lid, 
and from them depend the two hasps carrying staples for the bolts of 
the two locks, of which the key holes are placed one above the other 
in an iron plate, which covers the upper part of the front of the box. 
In the centre of the top there is a slit cut in an iron plate for dropping 
in the money offerings. It measures 4^ inches in length, by 
somewhat more than 1-5 inch in width. About two-thirds of the 
height from the bottom there are two side handles of iron for 
convemence of lifting the box. In Bonn on the Rhine, on a Sunday 
forenoon, we have seen women come into church, carrying baskets 
with the purdiaseB th^ had been making, settle on their knees for a 
little at the side of the altar, then after doing their devotions, put 
some money through the lid of a box and go away. The scene 
soggested what might be customaiy with the wives of the 
Hammermen in other days in Perth, except the basket with 
provisions for the table. 
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Special collections also were taken by the " brod '' in the church 
on the festival days of the saints. There were several saints in whom 
the Craft seems to have had an interest, for on their festival days 
they made special contributions. Some of these saints were of 
greater interest than others, and they l»x>nght larger congregations 
and more money. As might be expected, the festival day of the 
patron saint produced the largest collection. In 1519 occurs this 
entry, "On Sanct Eloyis day after Andersmass day, gottin in the 
kirk, 19s." This festival day was on the 19th December, in com* 
memoration of his death. On the festival day of St. Erasmus the sum 
was 4s ; of St. Serf, 6s ; of St. Tridwell,- 8s ; and St. Kessoun, 4b. 
Another source of inc(»ne was the exhibition of the relic of the saint. 
On Good Friday of the year 1519, the relic was shown, and the sum 
of lis. 2d. was received. There were also incidental sums, and 
quantities of was as fines, which were received by the Boxmaster, and 
for which he gave account. These various payments were the 
income of the Incorporation, and when collected in the box were 
called " Sanct Eloyis geir." 

The gear of the Graft was spent for both secular, and. church 
purposes. All Burghs paid taxation to the Crown, and the 
Incorporations bore their share. In the charter granted by Queen 
Mary to the Craftsmen of Perth it is noted that they paid taxation 
equally with the merchants. In the accounts of the Hammermen for 
1522, there is this item, ** Deliverit to Andro Scot for writing of ane 
aoquitance of the French taxt." What that tax was is to us obscure. 
A tax which has the interest of being connected with a royal event 
is referred to on the 12th June, 1590. King James had been in 
Denmark, and brought home his Queen in May that year, and the 
craftsmen of Perth had to pay a share of the expenses of the 
home bringing of the royal pair. In order to do that, the Craft 
directed the Deacon to take thirty pounds from the box, and half the 
^' oulk penny, to satisfie the Craft's share of the taxation for the ship 
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liggit forth to meet the King's Majestie." At a meeting of the Craft 
on the South Inoh, 11th June, 1601, we find them consulting anent 
the upgathering their share of a thousand pounds of the " King's 
Majestie's taxations," when all promised to pay faithfully by St. 
John's day. In the year 1637, the King's taxation paid by the 
Hammennen amounted to X74 13s. 4d. 

Another annually reciuring outlay was for the play and procession 
of Corpus Christi — a procession and play which we hope deepened 
the Hammermen'u spiritual life, as they afforded them the enjoyment 
of the theatre. One outlay in connection with the day of that 
procession and play is naively entered in a minute written in 1541: 
" The Dekyn and Craft present for the tyme ar all contentit in ane 
voce that ane prentischip of twa markis be spendit for the honestie 
of the Craft on Petermes evin and Corpus Christi eftimone." 
Other items of expenditure were the clerk's annual and occasional 
fees, with at times law expenses. In 1521-2 there were some legal 
questions which the Craft had before the Bishops' Court in St. 
Andrews. What the questions were is not evident from the accounts, 
in which are detailed the hires of horses for the Deacon and Sir 
Robert Keillour, the clerk; also chaiges for summonses, citations, 
bilh of complaint, examining witnesses, and copies of. their depositions ; 
fees to Mr. John Spens,^ a lawyer in St. Andrews, employed by the 
Craft, with charges for wine and ^'discohne" to hiuL The decision in 
this case, we suppose, had been in the Craft's favour, for they gave 
Mr. John a salmon fish, that cost 40d., and two pairs of gloves, 
beyond his fees. A considerable expenditure was made f<»r wax and 
the making of candles to light the altar. There were various kinds 
of lights used at the church services — candles of (me pound and two 
pounds weight, tapers, '^prittals," rolls^ and torches. The Deacon, 



iFoxe in his "Actes and Monuments" places "John Spens, Lawyer/' in the Ust of 
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when taking part in processions, carried a torch with three pounds 
of wax in it, which alone cost 15s. The art of candle-making for the 
altar was practised by the priests, whose charges for mAlring them 
and for wax are entered in the accounts of the Boxmaster. Reading 
of the numbers of stones and half stones of wax confiscated to the 
altar, and the candles, torches, and tapers presented and paid for, the 
Homily of the Church of England, on the " Peril of Idolatary," comes 
to mind, where it is pointed out that the " Gentile idolaters," and the 
Church of Rome, agreed in their " Caudle religion." 

But perhaps the expenditure which will be most generally viewed 
with satisfaction, is that which was made on their poorer members. 

The primary object of the Incorporation was not that of a 
charitable society, but the members were so linked together by 
common interests, social and family ties, that help was always given 
to those in straits. From the earliest records down to the latest 
there are notices of the poOT. Aged members unfit for work, widows 
and orphans, old and infirm unmairied daughters, had their wants 
considered, and if deserving had some provision made for them. A 
case or two may be given of the Craft's benevolence. In the year 
1672 the demands on the funds had been heavy, and on 15th 
February, "The Deaoone and brethren of traide taking into thair 
consideratione the supplicatione given in for the baimes of the 
deceist Andrew Cowie, and also that thair are severall other poors 
of thair traide whose necessities wold be supplied, have all 
unanimouslie oondescendit ilk ane of thame to pay quarterlie 
heirefter for help of the poore, three shillings and fourpenoe, to be 
uplifted be the Boxmaster ilk quarter, and thairefter distribute' 
amongst the poore be the advyse of the Deacone and trade." 

In the seventeenth century the sum usually given to a widow was 
four pounds Scots annually. Here is a copy of the minute in 1692 
ordering such a grant to a deceased freeman's aged daughter, "Out of 
pittie to her old age, and weakness of bodie, and want of monie, they 
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unanimouBlie allow her a jearlie annuitie of four pounds during her 
lyftime." 

Young daughters of deceased Hammermen were supplied with 
clothes when going to their first service, and deceased freemen's sons 
were taken care of, and apprenticed to a trade. In some measure 
the care of a parent was exercised bj the Craft over the orphans. 

Two qualifications were required of those who received help.; one 
was, that they were connected with the Craft; the other, that they were 
necessitous. Both these qiuilifications are manifested in a minute of 
1724. " The calling considering the circumstances of Andrew 
HamUton, an old freeman of honest reputation and now unable to work 
for sustaining himself and his wife, do hereby appoint the Bozmaster 
to pay to him twelve shillings Scots weekly, beginning at Whitsunday 
next ensuing, and for his present supply the Boxmaster is ordered to 
give him three pounds Scots besides his ordinary allowance, and the 
said twelve shillings weekly after Whitsunday." Another case which 
they treated differently from Andrew Hamilton's, was that of the 
widow of a freeman. Her husband had just died, and she applied to 
be put on the eleemosynary roll. The decision given in her case 
was that she receive four pounds sterling in her present straits, but 
she was refused aliment as a widow, because she had twelve pounds 
sterling of annuity, was not advanced in years, and was in good 
health. 

The sums given to support the poor in the last century varied 
from 6d. to 2s. sterling a week, showing how little was needed to keep 
them. Aged freemen of lancet reputation got twelve shillings Scots, 
equivalent to one shilling sterling, weekly. The sum was small, but 
money went a long way then. For instance in 1731, there is this 
entry, *^ The calling agree to allow nine shillings Scots weekly for the 
maintenance and schooling of Marjory Smith, daughter of a deceased 
freeman." In 1737, there is this other entry, '' The calling agree 
that Robert Shiels, son of the deceased Robert Shiels, continue in the 
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oountiy with Janet Black in Clathiemore, and that she is to have 
twenty four pounds Soots for maintaining the said Robert Shiels in 
bed, boazd, and edacating hioL'' Robert at that time was a boy of 
eight years^ and Janet Black kept and educated him for forty 
shillings sterling a year. A few years later, Robert was indentured 
as an apprentice to a saddler, from whom he received bed, board, and 
washing ; the calling paying to his master twenty-five pounds Soots^ 
and giving Robert a suit of clothes. Another instanee showing how 
little had to be paid for a kindly service may be noted. A freeman's 
wife had twins, but being only able to nurse one of them, and her 
husband being in straitened circumstances, the Incorporatioa paid 
half the expense of nursing the other. Another woman took one c^ 
the children to nurse, and her charge for that service was sixteoi 
shillings sterling each quarter of a year. 

Towards the end of last century a worthy freeman, advanced in 
years, made a proposal to the calling for three shillings sterling a 
week during his own life, and one shilling and sixpence a week to his 
wife, should she survive him. For these modest sums he offered to 
make over to them a small property he possessed, in which he lived. 
The independent old man' would only have charity when his share 
of worldly gear was exhausted. The agreement was entered into^ 
and the sums paid to him and to his wife. After both had died, 
the property was sold, and the balance accounted for to his relatives. 

Another freeman, unable to work, who had in his possession 
savings to the amount of £55, offered that sum to the Incorporation 
on condition of having a weekly allowance during his life, and at 
last *' a decent funeral." . The agreement was entered into, the 
allowance during life duly paid ; and, at a cost of £10 sterling; he 
had "a decent funeral,'' and very likely there would be a '^dergie " 
after he was laid in the Greyfriars. 

These last two cases are primitive modes of insurance for old age, 
and the other cases, we presimie, show how, ere the Poor Laws were 
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introduced, the poor iu connection with the IncorporatiouH in town 
were to some extent helped. There have been several changes in 
the administration of the funds during these last fifty years. Now 
that there are no apprentice fees received, the income is mainly from 
property. The annuities to widows have been increased in amount, 
and these are conferred, according to the long-established rule, at the 
discretion of the Incorporation. 




CHAPTER VI. 



protection of Zmbc. 

^^KE incidents recorded in the preceding chapter will, it is hoped. 



Mr 



saggest the leading chaiacteristics of the economy of the 



Incorporation, and also give a view of some traits of old Boigh 
society. Each Incorporation in the Butgh was a guiding influence to 
the individuals connected with it; watching over them in their youth, 
and protecting them in numhood and old age ; and above all was the 
Town Council, which exercised general supervision over the citizens. 

That old economy had many features different from those of our 
present society, in favour of which much might be said ; but which, 
viewed according to our modem notions, much might also be said 
against. In its monopolies to chlsses and its restraints on individual 
freedom, it is in strong contrast to the present How the Bakers now 
would rebel at the Town Council c<Hupelling them to give a fixed 
number of ounces of bread for a penny, or the Gandlemakers when 
ordered to charge no more than a certain number of pence from the 
housewives for the pound of ** long sixes "; the Coal-owners would be 
loath to send their coals to town should the Magistrates fix the number 
of merks at which the chalder was to be sold. In the seventeenth 
century the Council, at intervals, fixed the prices at which these goods 
were to be sold — ^no doubt to protect the lieges from the exactions of 
the sellers. The Council also regulated the prices of wine and beer. 
Ale that was sold above the set price per gallon was ordered to be 
escheated. In 1608 the Council passed an "act** that "Brewers 
were not to sell ale dearer than lOd. under pain of dealing the ale at 
the Cross." There, we presume, it would be distributed free ! The 
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quality also was under superrisioiiy and what was known as *' tank 
ale " was seized, and the proprietor of it fined. There is, however, 
no regulation, we have found, of the price of whisky. Prohably the 
population then had too little Celtic blood in it to consume that 
product of the stilL 

The Burgh School in those days was under the control of the Town 
Council, which granted it special priyileges and fixed its fees. It was 
known as the '' Grammar School,'' and was in charge of a master, 
with two 'Moctors," and a ''janitor" who was also a teacher. This 
school had a monopoly of teaching the youth of the town. For that 
privilege they taught the children of burgesses for half the fees charged 
fem un£reemen. The Council were vigilant in affording protection« 
Some of the *' acts" of the Council may be noticed here to show with 
what care the old institution was watched over. In 1601 an "act ** 
was passed that all writing schools within the Burgh, except the 
Grammar School, be '' discharged," and the acts previously made to 
that effect were ordered to be put in force. A teacher of writing 
named ^ William limdonot " was, in 1616, discharged from keeping a 
writing school ; and the year following, William Lamb, notary, was 
forbidden to continue to hold any school for teaching children. 
A newly-built school, in 1626, had, by order of Council, to be taken 
down on account of being an encroachment on the privileges of the 
Burgh School. Careful as the Council were to suppress " adventure 
schools," vigilance had been relaxed during the political troubles 
of the years preceding 1666, for in that year Mr. Andrew Anderson, 
master of the Grammar school, made a supplication to the Town 
Council to '' discharge all women who keep schools from taking men 
to learn, other than those that are seven years old and beneath, and 
that they do not presume to leam any boys to write." The Council 
passed an act in accordance with Mr. Anderson's supplication, and a 
few months afterwards visited the women's schools and saw that the 
act was observed. The watchful care of the Council, which was shown 
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in the interests of the teachers, was as fieely extended to the haken. 
Industrious women who sought to increase their incomes by baking 
oaten cakes and selling them in their small shops were obnoxious 
to the bakers, who got the Council not only to prohibit them, but to 
send their ofiEicers to confiscate the cakes and the meal, and to bieak 
the iron gi'tdles, on which the cakes were baked over the fire. 

Laige numbers of the population of Scotland in olden times were 
unconnected with the Incorporations, either of merehants or craftsmen, 
and no doubt they increased the class known as ** idle Tagabonds ** 
which the Scots Parliament empowered sheriffs *'to iSuten to lawM 
crafts," and if afterwards found idle ** to be punished at the King's 
will." To be connected with an Incorporation, even to be compelled 
by the sheriff to work at a craft, was some evidence of being within 
civilizing influences. Connection with an Incorporation meant habits 
of industry, order in society, and respect to superiors, such as the 
Deacon and the Council of masters, who had attained to positions of 
honour in their Crafts by the votes of their fellows. 

The Town Council had to protect their Burgh from the influx of 
the lawless hordes that roamed the country. They are found putting 
bands of Egyptians (gipsies) into the 'Uhieves hole," burning the 
cheeks of ''coddroches and suspect persons" with a hot iron — 
perhaps stamping ''P" on the cheek, by which they would be 
known should they ever return, and orders are given to '*the 
executioner to keep the town free of vagabonds and stranger beggars." 
But to the beggars who had been bom in their own town they were 
more merciful ; these were provided with a leaden medal, or badge, by 
which thoy had freedom to beg in the town ; only they had to be 
known by the Bailies and Elders of the four quarters of the town ere 
they were famished with the badge. 

The Incorporations possessed not only the exclusive right of trade 
in towns, but also in the suburbs. An Act of Parliament passed by 
King James VI. forbade unfteemen to settle in the suburbs of Royal 
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Boighs to cMiy on th«ir tiadee. Ha gare m his reason for that Act 
(1) the inaaffieiaiiey of the work of such craftamen, (2) the Iosb of 
tnde to the freemen of Bojal Buighs, who had to pay a great part of 
the Boigh ohaigee and the King's taxes, (8) beoaose the sabarbs were 
beyond the control of the Provost and Magistrates. When the 
Pomariun landsy which had been the orchard of the Carthusian 
Monastery, came to be built upon in the eighteenth centoiy, onfree- 
man smiths, shoemakers, fleehers, and others took np their abodes in 
that loeality. The Hammermen Incorporation raised scTeral actions 
against the smiths for encroaching on their privileges^ as well 
as did other Incorporations against unfreemen. At length their 
rights were contested in the Court of Session. The privileges 
of the Incorporations outside the Buigh had become greatly limited 
since the time of James YL, and the question of right to have 
control over the craftsmen and traders in Pomarium turned on 
the point whether the lands were within the Buigh. The case that 
went to the Supreme Court arose out of the taxmen of the Meal 
Market exacting "dues" in the interests of the Guildry Incorporation 
from the meal sellers in that suburb. The Glover Incorporation, 
being superiors of Pomarium, came to the help of their feuais, 
who had refused to pay.^ After much evidence had been given on 
the rights of Incorporations and the history of the suburb, the 
Court of Session, in 1784, decided, that as the ground was outside 
the Burgh and had always been free of the control of the Magistrates, 
no Burgh Incorporation could interfere with the dwellers therein. 
This decision placed the craftsmen of that locality beyond the con^l 
of all Burghal oversight, but it excluded them from l^e privileges of 
craftsman within the Burgh. They had only the right of sale in 
town on the two days a week common to all strangers, who, by paying 
the custom dues on the goods brought into town, had liberty to 
display their goods on the streets every Wednesday and Saturday, in 
competition with the local freemen. 
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Among the Hammermen papers are preflerved ''bonda" granted by 
country Bmiths, prcmiidng that they will not bring made work to Perth, 
or encroach on the Incorporation's priTileges. Generally, these ** bonds" 
were granted after the commission of some breach of priTikge, to induce 
the Hammermen to reUeve the granters of them of a fine. An 
illnsttation of the vigiknoe of the Crafts in gnaiding their priTileges 
is to be found in a case decided in the Burgh Courts in which the 
Wright InoorpoTation were defenders. One day, in 1748» the offieeia 
of the Wrights seised a table and six chairs in the High Street that 
were bein^ taken to the hoase of Lawrence Rintoul, merchant. These 
articles had beenmade by his brother who lived in Caimie, and were 
said to have been sent as gifts. The Wrights, howsTer, confiscated 
them as contraband goods, and were resolved to keep them. Lawrence 
Rintoul brought an action before the Burgh Court for the restoration 
of his property. He declared on oath that he did not order the taUe 
and chairs, but that they were presents. The Court accepted his oath 
as confirmation of his claim, and the Wrights were ordered to restore 
the furniture to Lawrence. 

The Hammermen even claimed authority to prevent their members 
going into the country to make articles out of material which they did 
not supply. We find by an entry, June, 1600, that the masters and 
the Deacon were assembled in the kirk to hear a complaint against one 
of the members who had ** gone forth of the Burgh to Tullibardine with 
his haiU warklummis (tools) for making thereof the lairdis awin stuf, 
by sll gude ordour of the Craft." The offending craftsman was 
sentenced to pay forty shillings for his fault, and it was Airther 
ordained that " whatever brother, who is under the awtoretie and 
jurisdiction of the Deacon of the Hammermen, that passes in landwart 
to wirk in ony tyme to ony man— othir gentleman or yemen — ^with 
his warklummis to wirk to ony, that he shall pay to the utilitie and 
Weill of the said Craft the sum of twenty pounds money unforgilfin." 

The Incorporation also took care to limit the number of masters in 
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each art to the wanta of the lieges, that there might he no unprofitahle 
competition. The members engaged in any one of the arte were at 
times consulted before a new member was admitted to work at the 
same art But should the workers at an art be insufficient to serve 
the li^geS) a stranger would be admitted a member at nominal fees, 
and at times groHt. Sons, who had hereditary right to membership, 
were occasionally prevented from commencing business on their 
own account while their fathers lived. A case in illustration may 
be given. A gunmaker, who was a freeman's son, was entered. 
After having paid the dues of entry, the minute proceeds, *' And 
thairfore the haill liberties of the Crafty in so far as concerns a 
gunner and locksmith, is conferred on him ; provyding, always, that 
the said Johne shall not have libertie to tak up shope be himself, nor 
exerce the plaic^ of a freeman so long as his father is alyve ; but 
shall abyde and serve him as a servant during that tyme." The 
eoonomj of old Burgh society we have sought to illustrate by 
simple facts, without any theorising. The facts show, at least) that 
efforts were made to regulate the actions of men by authorities, other 
than their individual wills. In this century the old economy has 
completely broken down; and the problem before us is, by what 
means can be obtained for the population satisfactory conditions of 
existence. 





CHAPTER VII. 

Zbc 3ncorporation anb tbe Cburcb« 



BEFORE 1560. 

4^N this early period the Church put her hand over all citisens in 
%X some way or other. Whether as indiyiduals or societies, they 
were oontrihutors to her. Guilds and Incorporations rendered her 
services. On the great festivals of the Church they took part in the 
processions, and furnished a share of the pageantry. One of the 
earliest entries in the "Hammermen Book" contains the names of 
characters that were represented in a play which the Hammermen 
acted on the day of the Church festival, known as Corpus Christi — 
the Body of Christ. The day was the first Thursday after 
Whitsunday. Pope Urban IV., about the year 1264, instituted this 
festival, during which the people were expected to crowd the churches, 
and sing praises in honour of the miraculous corporeal presence in 
the Eucharist.^ 

On Corpus Christi day, the services in the churches were followed by 
processions through the streets of the towns. Within the churches, 
the chief acting priests, having made a supernatural change in the 
Mass bread, it was put into a silver box, which a priest carried into 
the street under a canopy, supported and followed by priests dressed 
with showy dresses, in procession. In presence of the canopy, the 
town's people fell on their knees to adore the contents of the silver 
box. 

iln modem timw at " the elevatioii of the sacred hoet," the people say, " Hall, O Victim 
of Salvation 1 Incarnate Word I sacxiflced for me and all mankind ! Hall, predoos Body of 
the Son of QodV—Tke ManwU of Catholic Pxtty. 
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Bat as the priests' exhibition ol the Bodj of a Divine Being might 
hH to maintain the enthusiasm of the people in religious services 
during the spaoe of a holiday, more attractive subjects were added. 
In the prooessionsy in addition to the priests, there were repre- 
sentatives of some of the distinguished saints of the Church. 

Bamaby Googe, in his translation of the Begnum Pontificium of 
Thomas Naogeorgus, has given this account in verse of these saints 
in the procession of Corpus Christi, as they were seen bearing 
symbols that represented the myths attached to their names : 

Christ*! psfldon here derided is 

with sundrie masks and playes ; 
Faire Ursley, with her maydois all 

doth passe amid the wayes : 

And valiant George, with speare thoo killest 

the dreadful dragon here. 
The Devils house is drawne about 

wherein there doth appere 

A wondrous sort of damned sprites 

with foul and fcarfull looke. 
Great Christopher, doth wade and passe 

with Christ amid the brooke. 

Sebastian, full of feathered shaf tee 

the dint of dart doth feele, 
There walketh Katren, with hir sword 

in hand, and cruel wheele. 

The challis and the singing cake' 

with Barbara is led. 
And sundrie other pageants playde 

in worship of this bred." 

Also those persons who were to act the Miracle Plays marched " in 
their play claiihis,'' bearing their banners. That which was of 
greatest interest to the multitude on Corpus Christi days, and seems 
to have had most attraction to all classes, both priests and people, 

iSacred Cake would be more exact, ae the origlna] is " Sacrom panem." 
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was the acting of plays founded on Scripture stoiy. For putposes 
of instruction and amusement, representations of Scripture scenes 
were given. These were frequently exhibited in churches, which were 
converted into theatres for what might be described as holy farces. 
To what extent the Perth Churdi was used for these exhibitions, we 
have not ascertained, though it is not likely that the praotioe in 
that respect was different from what obtained in other places of 
which there is knowledge. 

On the festival days of Corpus Ghristi in the large towns of 
England, the Guilds and Incorporations joined in procession, and 
the Crafts acted plays, one after the other, at different parts 
of the town. Records exist of these processions, as well as some of 
the plays that were acted by the various Incorporations of London, 
Coventry, York, and other cities. The subjects of the plays were 
such as — Grod the Father creating Adam out of the slime of the earth, 
and making Eve out of his rib — ^in which play the rib used was an 
ox bone. A favourite play of the Shipwrights was Noah's Ark, 
wherein God, an Angel, Noah and his Wife, were characters. Noah's 
wife was represented in these plays as a vixenous shrew, with whom 
her husband led an unhappy life, just as the Greeks were wont to 
picture Xantippe. 

In an old play, Noah is saluted thus by his wife : — 

" The Devil of hell thee speed 
To ship when thou ehalt go." 

Noah tries to persuade her to enter the ship, but she refusef, 

saying: 

" For I have gosBopes every ech one 
One f ote further I will not gone 
Thej shall not drown, by St John, 
An I may save their lives 

They love me full well by Christ, 
But thou wilt let them into the chest [ark] 
Ellis rowe forth away when thou lists 
And get thee another wif." 
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At hk wile's obstiiiaoy, Noah gets angry, and cries : 

" Come in wife, in twenty Devil ways 
Or elles stand thee without ! " 

She continues to refuse, till her son Shem takes her by force into 
the ark, saying : 

" In, faitli, mother, in ye shall. 
Whither you will or nought." 

Taken thus by force from her "good gossopes," they are left 
saying, 

" Here ia a bottle full of Malmaey good and strong. 
It will rejoice both heart and tongue 
Yet we will drink a tyte." [A hearty draught] 

Other plays were — Abraham offering Isaac ; The Deliverance of 
Israel; Susannah and the two Elders; The Burial of Lady Saint Mary 
the Virgin. Indeed, nearly the whole of the remarkable incidents in 
Scripture were dramatised for the stage. 

These Scripture plays were intermixed with grotesque scenes 
derived from other sources; and the dialogues, frequently, were witty 
inventions to produce uproarious merriment. It is unfortunate that 
as yet none of the plays that were acted in Perth have been 
recognised. According to what was done in other places, we may 
decide that the priests here marshalled the procession, and had 
charge of the plays on that day. This is confirmed by an entiy in 
the Guild Book, dated 1484, which narrates that the Provost and 
Council had given "Domino" Robert Duthlie, "Capellano," the 
price received for a sepulchre in the Church, for his labours and 
expenses in connection with the procession and play of Corpus 
Christi. Each Incorporation in their order would have a play 
assigned them to act before the people. 
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The characters which were reproeented in the play aeted by the 
Hammermen in 1518 are recorded in their Book — 

AdAm. Rvft. 

Sanct Eloy. The Kurnuidin. 

Th« DeriL His lUn. The Ai^ Mid the Clerk. 

Sanct ErMmus. The Cord Drawer. The King. The Three Tormentore.. 

The Bearer of the beet Banner. The Bearer of the other Banner. 

The Stule Bearer. The Devill'e Chapman. 

The Menstralls. 

From these we might venture guesses as to what subjects were 
represented, but there would be little certainty. This is evident — ^the 
characters were a mixed lot; some of them are to be found in 
Scripture, and some are not. Adam, Eve, and the Devil suggest 
the Fall of Man ; but a mermaid, with a saint of the fourth and 
another of the seventh century, suggest events of a later time. 
While the Devil's Man, the Three Tormentors, and the Devil's 
Chapman, in company with his grim majesty, lead us to think of 
characters prepared to take part in any rough play. 

In a list of the characters in the play of 1553, the " Trinitie," 
the "Serpent," and two "little Angels" are substituted for the 
"Devill's Man," the "Kmg,** and the "Three Tormentors." The 
general identity of characters in 1518 and 1553 shows that the same 
play, with some variations, had been acted in the intervening years, 
and the changes in characters in 1553 may be taken as evidence 
that some of the rougher scenes were then dropped. Can these 
alterations in the play have been the result of influences that were 
preparing the way for the Reformation ? 

On one notable occasion a Black Friar, named John Keillour (n* 
Kyllour, who had imbibed the Reformed opinions, endeavoured to 
convert a play into an instrument of evangelical instruction. John 
Knox, in his History (Vol. I., p. 62), tells that "ane freir called Frear 
Kyllour sett f urth the historye of Christis passion in forme of a play, 
quhilk he boith preached and practised opinlie in Striveling, the King 
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himsalf being present upoun a Good Friday in the mcniiyng. In the 
which all things were so levelye (lively) expressed that the verray 
sempill people understood and conf essed, that as (but as) the Preastis 
and obstinat Pharisyes persuaded die people to ref uise Christ Jesusi 
and caused Pilat to oondampne him, so did the Bischoppes, and men 
caUed Religious, blynd the people, and perswaid Princes and Judgeis 
to persecute sick as prof essis- Jesus Christ his blessed Evangell." John 
Knox says that Friar Eeillour's "phine speaking so enfiammed the 
hartes of all that bare the beastis mark," that they ceased not till 
the Friar and other four Reformers were *' cruelly murthered in one 
fyre " on the last day of February, 1538, upon the Castle Hill of 
Edinburgh. 

The Incorporations, however, were still more closely connected 
with the work of the Church. Each had an altar of its own, 
at which a chaplain was maintained. If the people of Perth 
were not a religious people, it was not for want of priests. With 
about forty altars in St. John's, and probably as many priests to 
officiate at them, with Monks in the Gray, White, Black, and 
Carthusian Monasteries, and a Vicar supplied by Dunfermline Abbey, 
the streets and people of Perth ought to have been rich with the 
odour of sanctity. 

Erasmus of Rotterdam has given us a glimpse of the inside of a 
Perth Monastery, in which the rules of life were the strictest. 
In one of his ''Colloquies" three old men give their experiences. 
One of them relates that in his travels he had been in Scotland, and 
had worn the leathern dress of the Carthusians, and was an inmate 
of their Monastery here. He stayed six months in the house, and 
then left His reasons for leaving were — " Because it seemed a laay, 
delicate sort of life ; and then (he says) I found there many that 
were not of a veiy sound brain, by reason of their solitude. I had 
but little brain myself, and I was afraid I should lose it all." That 
peep into a Perth Monastery will suffice for the Carthusians ; now 
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for a glimpse at the Blackfriars. In 1543, a number of the citisenB 
broke into the Blaokfriars Monastery, and carried off the dinner 
pot, richly supplied with meat from the kitchen fire. The pot 
and its contents were borne in triumph through the town, and 
spread the sayour of a religious house in the streets as the censor 
swung at the altar sends abroad the incense. That incident 
shows that the people, notwithstanding the forty altars, were 
not too reyerent towards the Monks, nor too thankful for the 
spiritual seryice which the Monks rendered. 

Like other Crafts, the Hammermen had their altar and Chaplaing 
and formed, as it were, a priyate congr^;ation at their own sacred 
place. From an entry made in 1522 of a charge for making a 
contract between the Chaplain and the Craft, in St. Ann's Chapel, 
we presume the Craft elected their own Chaplain. The expenses 
connected with the altar were paid by the Craft out of the offerings 
contributed by themselyes in church and otherwise. In addition to 
these offerings, there were some small endowments for the altar, 
though no notice of them occurs in the " Hammermen Book." Dr. 
Milne, of the West Church, Perth, in a paper on the Altar of St. Kloy, 
says, on the authority of Hospital papers, that Andrew Lufe, goldsmith, 
early in the 15th century left an annual of 40s. out of three acres of 
ground at the Lade side, near the " Waulk Mill ; " also a share of 
the rent of a " land,'' or house, on the east side of the Kirkgate i 
and another endowment of Ids. 4d. yearly out of ground aboye the 
mills, probably where the barracks stand« 

The altar of the Hammermen was erected to the Patron Saint of 
the Smiths. His name was St. Eligius, locally called St. Eloy. He 
was, according to the authorities, bom at limoges, in France ; was 
apprenticed to a goldsmith, and became famous for his oraftsman- 
ship. Being a pious man, he left the making of golden altar shrinesi 
entered the priesthood, and became a Bishop. In that office his life 
of piety and labour secured for him the praise of the Church while 
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he lived, and canonisation afterwards. On acoount of his skill as 
an artificer, and his great virtues, he was chosen the Patron of 
workers in gold and silver, of smiths and farriers. 

Where the altar stood in St. John's is now unknown, as well as 
the character of the images that adorned it. One of those images 
was that of the patron, which prohablj bore a crown and a hammer, 
and a finished piece of woric:, probably such as Sir David Lindsay 
saw in other churches — '' ane new horse schoo." The accounts of the 
Incorporation contain charges for painting and "graithing" — or 
dressing — of images, indicating that there were other images than 
that of their patron under their care. 

In connection with the altar was a relic of the Saint ; but whether 
it was a bone of his body, his anvil, his leather apron, or a specimen of 
his handicraft is not within our knowledge. Whatever object it was, 
it was held sacred and hid from public view. It was exhibited on Qood 
Friday to receive the veneration of the people. The Graft provided 
their {Hriest who served the altar with linen albs and vestments, 
including a chasuble or high sacrificial robe, ornamented with velvet 
orphreiss (en^broidery), silken ribbons, and buttons. Among other 
articles provided were towels for the priest ; a linen pocket to hold the 
chalice, or communion cup, which was kept in an almorie at the altar. 
From the care taken of the chalice, it would, presumably, be of silver. 
The Incorporation also supplied the bread and wine for the mass, and 
on high festival days, held in honour of their patron and other saints, 
they hired priests in addition to their own chaplain, and paid for 
bands of choristers to sing mass at the altars on those days. The 
place in the church where the Hammermen worshipped was lighted 
by a "stame" fed with oil, also by a chandelier filled with candles, 
and on the altar were lighted candles, great and small. A chandelier 
that hung at the altar of St. Crispin in St. John's Church is now to 
be seen in the Perth Library hanging from the dome. On great 
festivals, the quarter of the church where St. EHoy stood would be 
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brilliant with lights made brighter by the refleotion of the brasen 
work. 

The members of the Craft seem to haye been dooile subjects of 
the iAd Church. At leasti the Book contains no indications other- 
wise. Some changes that took place previous to the Reformation 
may be noted. Sir Thomas BurreD, priest^ acted as clerk to the 
IncOTporation before 1559. He ceased to act as Hammermen clerk 
in that year, and until 1569, when he resumed that office. He 
was then settled as a notary in the town« Probably he had quietly 
acquiesced in the Protestant faith, without haring enthusiasm to 
preach it. Though a priest, he may not haye been accustomed to 
preach, and sought and found his work, like others of his class, in 
preparing dispositions of property. Some of his work in that way is 
in the possession of the Incorporation. John Kinloch, and others 
who are not named either "Sir" or ** Master" — ^tildes denoting 
priests — made the entries between 1557 and 1569. Saint Eloy's 
^'brods," by which collections were uplifted in the kirk and the 
market, are not mentioned after 1554. Clerk Bunnell, in 1557, entered 
a minute that "na prenteiss be ressarit in tymes to cum without 
40s. to the altar ; " but by December, 1558, apprentices are entered 
by a new formula, yis.: "the conditions referred to in the indenture," 
with no word of payment to the altar. In the same month a 
committee of membors was appointed to make statutes and to keep 
good Older, and to relieve the Craft of certain debts " aucht be the 
haill Craft," showing there was a shortccnning of income from some 
cause. From October 5, 1559, till May 30, 1560 — a time of con- 
siderable turmoil — ^there are no minutes. Neither is there any word 
of Knox's fruitful sermon of 11th May, 1559, nor of the accidents at 
the High Altar, which led to the clearing out of the church of that 
and all other altars, including the Hammermen's, with the image of 
" Sanct Eloy." After that day the change from the old religion was 
Altars and chasubles, images of saints, priests and relics. 
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festivals and inassoH, passed away from St. John's. The Hammer- 
men went with the Reformation ; perhaps helped it on. After the 
jear 1560, the minutes go forward as if all connection with their 
patron saint had ceased. There remained to remind them of the 
past only '^Sanct Eloyis tawse," which are found in use for the 
apprentices 40 years later. 

AFTER 1560. 

After the Reformation, John Row ministered to the people. The 
multitude of priests was now discharged, and one man stood as a 
prophet in the congregation, which clustered around the pulpit (then 
placed at the north east pillar), where with true words and simple 
forms he led the people, without the help of canonised saint or virgin, 
into the presence of God. There has appeared no evidence of how 
the people disposed themselves during their hours of worship; but the 
likelihood is that stools and chairs were in use. Benches and book 
boards were fitted up later, when each Craft fitted up seats for 
the members. According to an entry in the Minute Book, dated May 
28, 1589, David Murie was appointed to wait on the Hammermen's 
seats on the ^* Sabbath Day," and to have the ^ gait penny " as his 
payment. The duties of the Craft's officer are set forth in another 
'* minute " as " lighting the candles in the kirk, and to keep the doors 
ol the Craftis seat on the Sabbath Days." The use of the word 
'' Sabbath " marks a change. In all the Perth records which we have 
seen older than the Reformation, the first day of the week is called 
'* Sunday." There is also in the Book an entry of the final and 
0(»nplete payment to James Marr for the Incorporation's seats in the 
kirk. The Craft also supplied candles to li^t their seats. The 
fines imposed for breaches of their statutes provided money for that 
purpose. On 8th July, 1590, at a meeting of the Craft, David Bow 
was fined 40s. to the great candle. In one or two entries wax is 
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specified to be given. One of the members, named Adam Forbes, 
presented the Deacon with *< ane hingand flour whilk hingis in the 
kirk." What kind of flower this was we are left to guess. On 3rd 
October, 1637, at a meeting in the Qrejfriars Burying Ground, there 
was collected from the members JCIO. 10s. "to buy twa great 
chandeliers for balding the candles in the kirk tyme of winter in 
the Craftis seat, and are to perteine perpetuallie heireftir to the 
Hammermen Craft." 

In the church the craftsmen sat according to their official order. 
This IB manifested by an Act passed in 1640, when the Deacons, 
Bailies, Treasurer, and Councillors of the whole Crafts of Perth met 
in the new kirk, and ordained that if any member of the Craft sit in 
any Crafts' foreseat, he wiU be fined 40s., unless he has borne the 
office of Deacon, Bailie, Treasurer, or Councillor. This ordinance 
was entered in the Convener's Book, and in the Ixx^ of every draft. 
The first places in the seat were occupied by the Deacon, Bailie^ 
Treasurer, and Councillor, in municipal office ; then those brethren 
who had borne office, according to seniority; and in seats by 
themselves were the unofficial members and apprentices. The wives 
and daughters sat together. In the Town Council records there are 
grants to the wives and widows of Hammermen of seats on chairs 
in the choir. The choir is now the East Church. 

So late as 1825, the rules for occupying seats in the Hammermen 
Gallery of the Middle Church were — ^the first place in the front seat 
to be occupied by the "present" Deacon; second place, by the 
" present " Bailie ; third, by the "present " Councillw ; fourth, the 
" present " Boxmaster. Then the old Bailies by seniority ; the old 
Deacons after the same rule, and so were the old Councillors and the 
old Boxmasters, followed by the members according to seniority. 
Then, freemen's wives, widows, and children were restricted to occupy 
the fourth and fifth pews, which were railed in above the pews 
allotted to freemen. It was also a rule, that wives and widows take 
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their Beats in the kirk before the ringing in of the bells ; and then 
the chUdren to be seated if there was room. 

The seats for which the Hammermen made payment to James 
Marr, in 1589, we take to have been in a gallery. It may be that which 
they stUl possess, though it has been rebuilt since that time. In 1 664, 
the Town Council opened communications with the Hammermen as 
to purchasing a loft in the church from them. That transaction may 
account for the half of the west gallery of the Middle Kirk being now 
possessed by the Town. The present gallery of the Hammermen in 
that kirk was built in 1766. 

Now and again for over 50 years suggestions were made to have a 
third minister to the town, the Crafts offering to bear a share of the 
stipend. In 1716, a third minister was appointed, but not on the 
Crafts' charges. After that appointment, the West Church was 
fitted up anew. The Town Council, in 1720, offered to the Convener 
Court the north half of that church for the Trades to fit up. The 
Hammermen fitted up and seated a part of the north gallery, which 
for a long period yielded rents. 

We close these notes on the kirk by giving " a minute '' in its 
original words that the full meaning of it may be gathered : " Att 
Perth, the 27th day of April, 1715 years, Joseph Taylor, -Deacon. 
The Hammermen calling being conveined in the old Session-House of 
Perth. The Deacon haveing intimat to the calling, that the reason of 
their meetting was because the sacrament of the Lord's Supper was to 
be celebrat in this congr^atione next Lord's Day ; and it was usual 
they should renew their brotherly love and affectione in a Christian 
way befor such a solemn ordinance, which they did." It is worth 
recalling how these smiths and saddlers met together to blot out the 
memories of their offences, and to renew their brotherly love and 
affection in a Christian way. There we see the disciples of the best 
growth of Christianity in Scotland preparing for the "solemn 
ordinance;" for surely this incident is a higher expression of 
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Chratdanity than that displayed by the craftsmen when, with Deao(m 
Constantine Arthur at their head, they marohed in procession round 
the church in devout adoration of the Mass bread. 

AU discipline m the church had by 1715 passed from the 
Incorporation. For fifty yean after the Reformation the old practice 
was continued of the Deacon compelling offenders in moral conduct 
to appear as culprits in the kirk, and there in an attitude of 
repentance to beg forgiyeness. The Kirk Session at length became 
the odIj body that sent the offenders to the place of repentance 
in the kirk, and eyen that custom has been departed from, thus 
getting rid of the practices inherited from the Church of a ruder 
time. 





CHAPTER VIII. 

Zhc fjammermcn an^ tbe Covenant 

<^T will be evident from the preceding chapter that the Hammer- 
\J men did not oonfine their attention wholly to matters that 
concerned their Graft. They took an interest in public and national 
affairs. Whenever a glimpse is got into their thoughts on these 
subjects, they are found to be on the side of Constitutional liberty. In 
the 17th century they took part in the great contests against 
despotism, for which that century is distinguished. 

During the first quarter of that century they had seen James VI., 
in the exercise of arbitrary power, overturning Presbyterianismt 
enforcing ceremonies that were an offence to the consciences of the 
people, and putting Protestantism in peril. How deeply these 
arbitrary proceedings were matters of concern to the Hammermen 
may be seen in their imposing on those who joined the Incorporation 
in 1625, oaths that savour of the oath of the Covenant of 1638. In 
the year 1625 David Rodgie entered the Incorporation as master, 
and was taken bound to stand constant at the profession of religion 
presently professed in Scotland. . Henry RoUo, in the same year, was 
entered an apprentice, and sworn to observe, first, his duty towards 
God and religion, and next, his obedience towards the Deacon, and 
fidelity in all things during his indenture ; and John Cheap, 
saddler, was entered to the freedom and liberties of the Craft as 
master, and duly sworn to stand at the Christian faith publicly 
professed ^n this realm, and to defend it with his life and goods to 
the uttermost of his power. What a revelation the imposition of 
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these oaths gives of the sense of insecurity in their religion 
prevalent among the Bnigesses of Perth ! 

There was cause for their sense of insecurity. The King^ in the 
exercise of his authority, was compelling the people to submit to an 
artificial religion of meats and abstinences. They were, by a 
proclamation read at the Cross and entered in the Sheriff Oomt 
books, prohibited from eating flesh on Wednesdays, Fridays, sjid 
Saturdays, to fulfil the King's ideal of piety. During Lent they 
were conBtraine4 to eat fish only, lest they should live in sin by 
eating beef or mutton. He was trying to get the people to be 
content with a religion that consisted in what a man ate, and in the 
observance of sacred days, instead of the old religion of righteousness. 

How for James' order for abstinence from meats was a reversion to 
Popery may be seen in the following quotation from an Act of the 
Scots Parliament, 1555 : "Forsameikle as there is diverse, insolenti 
and evil persons not regardand the lawe of God, and constitution 
of Halie Kirk, but in high oontemption thereof, and to the great 
sclander of the Christian people, eates flesh in Lentron and 
uthir daies forbidden be the Kirk, and lawes thereof. Therefore^ 
for the repressing and punishment of the quhilk. It is 
statute and ordained, that na person nor persones contemnandlie 
and wilfuUie without dispensation or requiring of licence of their 
ordinar, their person, vicar or curate, eate flesh plainlie or privatelie 
on the said daies, and times, forbidden, under thepaine of confiscation 
of all their gudes moveable to be applyed to our Soveraine Ladies 
use, and gif the eaters has na gudes, their persones to be put in 
prison, their to remain yeir and day, and further enduring the 
Queenis Grace WiU, but prejudice of the spiritual punition, oonfotme 
to common law." To prevent the growth of Protestantism, this Act 
was made in the time of the Queen Dowager, Mary of Guise^ to 
confiscate the goods, or to imprison those not possessed of goodsi who 
disobeyed a so-called "lawe of God," which was simply the invention 
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of priests. Alter the Be! onnation was aocompliahed, the grandaon of 
Ifaiy of Guiae sought to reinforce the obeervanoe of the same Popish 
eostomB upon the Scottish people, from which by a great effort they 
bad made themaelvee free. If our Kings and Parliaments are slow 
to mak^ similar laws now, it is because our fathers rose more than 
once in rebellion against these and other royal and priestly follies. 

The citiiens had also witnessed the contest over the Five Artides of 
Perth, which were introduced to change the worship of the people. 
They knew how the Bishops were exalting the authority of the King 
over the people's religion. Archbishop Spottiswoode had, at a 
meeting of the General Assembly of 1618, held in their church, urged 
the acceptance of the Five Articles of Superstition, on the ground that 
the King had commanded them, and became obedience to his will 
was necessary to enjoy his Aiajesty's favour. '' Our Sovereign,'' said 
Spottiswoode, '* was no stranger to divinity ', he knows the nature of 
things — ^what is fit for a church, and what is not, better than us all." 
He further said that ''His Majesty was styled Defender of the 
Faith, and was so by descent as weU as by inheritance;" and then 
declared that '' the man was not worthy.the name, he would not say 
of a Christian, but of a Scottishman, that will not, if need be, lay 
down his life to meet his Aiajesty's affection." With such teaching 
in the chief seats of the Church, neither the religion nor the liberties 
of the people were safe. But the sycophancy of the Bishops was not 
the characteristic of the Burgesses of Perth. This was con- 
spicuously brought out when Charles I. sought to follow in his 
father's footsteps. 

A class of historians would have us to believe that the conflict 
between Elog and people in Scotland, in 1638, had largely its 
origin in certain arrangements about teinds. Their explanation is 
that because some of the aristocracy had, through certain actions 
of C9iarles I., to give up a share of the crops of the farmers, 
the country rose in rebellion. The explanation is a very unlikely 
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one, for the number of indiyidnals w$m small whose rights wete 
interfered with by the King's doings, while the number of landlovdi 
who were benefitted by them was large, and the interests of 
burgesses were not affected at all. The self-saorifioe^ oounige^ and 
public spirit of that time, in opposition to the King, were not 
manifested because a few nobles had to part with a share of the 
public property they had receiyed in free gift These virtues were 
manifested because the people felt that their liberties as freemeni 
and their religion as Protestants, were in peril. The interests of 
religion and liberty supplied the motives which led nobles, gentiji 
and burgesses to unite in a covenant for their protection. 

The causes of that contest are to be found in the conduct of two 
kings. James VI., in the exercise of an assumed authority as head 
of the Church, had instituted an order of Bishops in Scotland, and 
prescribed a dress for his creatures to wear. He had been taught 
by divines that he was '' Keeper of the first table of God's law." In 
the discharge of the duties which he conceived to attach to that office^ 
he acted as chief director of public worship, ordered changes in the 
manner the people were accustomed to receive the two saciamentsi 
and commanded the observance of other strange rites. Charles I., 
following his father as chief director of the ** National Religion," 
made proclamation, in 1632, at the Cross of Perth, that no flesher 
kill sheep <Mr cattle during Lent. He also prescribed new forms ci 
prayer in public worship. Without the sanction either of the 
Parliament or of the General Assembly, he imposed on the country, 
in 1637, a Church Service Book, and ecclesiastical canons. These 
Acts were uncon8tituti<»ial, and manifested a disposition to desttoy 
the nation's liberties. Dissatisfaction in the countiy at these Royal 
dictations in religion assumed an acute form, and nobles, gentiy, 
and burgesses united together to resist. In that great combination 
lor the liberties oi the coimtry, the effects of which are seen in 
Scotland to-day, the inhabitants of Perth bore a creditable part 
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The bnrgeases of Perth were represented in the Convention of 
Barons and Burghs that met in Edmburgh to petition against the 
Service Book, and which at length prepared the Covenant as a bond 
of union in defence of their religion, laws, and liberties. To the 
courageous General Assembly of 1638, which dared to remove the 
HBurpmg Kshops from their places, and to restore to the Church the 
primitive order of ministerial parity, the burgesses of Perth sent 
Thomas Durham as representative elder. He had been Commiiwioner 
to the Convention at Edinburgh regarding the Service Book, and in 
1639, when the Civil War had broken out^ he was sent as Commis- 
sioner to the War Committee of the Covenanters. 

When the King prepared, in 1639, to invade Scotland, and to assert 
his views of his Royal prerogative, by an army crossing the Border 
at same time that troops and ships made an attack upon the 
Eastern Coasts, Perth contributed to the defence of the ooimtry. 
The Earl of Montrose was despatched by the War Committee to 
Aberdeen in the cause of the Covenant, and part of his force was an 
hundred men supplied with fourteen days' provisions, powder, lead, 
and matches at the expense of the craftsmen and merchants of 
Perth. When the Marquis of Hamilton, under orders from' the 
King, appeared in the Forth with ships and soldiers, one hundred 
and forty men were sent from Perth to help in preventing his lauding ; 
and to General Leslie, when gathering his forces at Dunse Law 
to meet the army led by the King, Perth sent "a troop of soldiers'' 
under the command of Captain George Brown, Lieutenant Adam 
Chahners, and Ensign John Elder. 

The shores of the Firth of Forth were protected from Hamiltcm's 
invasion by twenty thousand men fired with patriotic ardour ; and 
when the King came in front of General Leslie's brave army, ''all 
lusty and full of courage," as they lay encamped on Dunse Law, 
he was fain to arrange articles of peace. After a little negotiation, 
these were prepared, and were signed by both parties. 
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TrustiDg that the terms of peace were honestly meant to be kept, 
the CovenanterB returned to their homes, and restored the fortified 
places they held to the possession of the King. But, before six 
months had elapsed, the King was manifesting the deoeitfulness of 
his character. Preparations were being made by him for a second 
invasion of the country. English soldiers, with ammunition of war, 
were conveyed into the castles of Edinburgh and Dumbarton, and an 
army was advancing from the South of England to the North. 
These preparations were made for what was known as the *' Bishop's 
War" of 1640, the purpose of which was to bring the people of 
Scotland under the supremacy of the Bishops and the arbitrary power 
of the King. The Covenanters had again to take the field. Qeneral 
Leslie once more encamped at Dunse Law, with his soldiers, taken 
from the plough and the anvil, dressed in uniforms of '* hodden 
gray," with "blue bonnets." After a short time they crossed the 
Tweed, entered England as far as Newcastle, took possession of the 
Counties of Durham and Northumberland, and held them for some 
months. 

To the Scots army at Newcastle this town sent soldiers and 
supplies of " shoes, hodding, padding, and handling." Every fourth 
man in the town was taken up for service. That was a conscription to 
which the town's folks voluntarily assented. By an Act of the Town 
Council, one-tenth <fi the rental of the town was coUected to meet the 
expenses of the soldiers, and nine of the Burgesses were nominated 
to serve on the Covenanters' Committee of War. The sums of 
money spent by the burgesses of Perth on war preparations in those 
years amounted to 19,748 merks, equivalent to X13,155 16s. 8d. 
These few facts as to what the people here did for the Covenant 
are witnesses of how they fulfilled the oaths they had been making 
years before to defend their religion and liberties to the uttermost. 

The Scots army at Newcastle did not require to fight. A large 
section of the English people had as little love for the Bishops and 
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the King's arbitraiy power as the Scots themselves. Negotiations 
for peace were yeiy soon entered upon, and occupied several 
months, during which the Parliament paid £850 sterling a day to the 
Soots army. At last peace was agreed upon, and the Covenanters 
again returned to their homes. When those belonging to 
Perth returned, the Incorporations of the town conferred rewards 
upon them. The Hamniennen conferred the rights of freemen on 
several that were of their Craft. The Minute Book contains such 
records as this : "Ist September, 1641. — ^The haill brethren admit 
Andrew Allan to the liberties of a freeman smith, for good service 
done in the good cause for Covenant, King, and country, in England." 
Such was the formula used in the admission of soldiers when 
rewarding them for '^ good service done in the good cause." 

Montrose, as has been recorded, had a number of Perth soldiers 
with him when, nominally in the interest of the Covenant, he made a 
raid on Aberdeen, where he did discreditable work, as in the 
treacherous treatment of Huntly and young Gordon. He was not an 
instrument fitted to do much good service in the cause of religion, 
law, and liberty, which were the objects of the Covenant ; so he soon 
deserted that cause and gave his services to another, which to his 
nature was more congenial. Religion, law, and liberty could not 
permanently command the services of Montrose any more than they 
would the services of the half-naked barbarians who served him at 
Tibbermuir. In a few months, after being the first to stain the 
Covenanting cause with acts of oppression, he gave his sword to 
the service of the King, and in 1644, with an army of wild 
Irish and Highland caterans, he defeated Lord Elcho's hastily 
gathered troops and Perth Burgesses at Tibbermuir, and then entered 
Perth. 

The Covenanters who gathered at Tibbermuir to defend Perth 
against Montrose's sudden rush were mainly drawn from Fife and 
Stratheam, with one company of Musketeers from the city, under the 
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command of Captain Grant. The Captain was killed in the fight^ 
and his men were dispersed. Montrose's army was victorious that 
day. The Rev. Robert Baillie, a historian, who lived at that time, 
and took an active interest in public afifiEtirs, ascribes the success of 
Montrose " to the villainy of Lord Drummond," who had charge of 
the horsemen in the Covenanters' army. There are grounds for 
suspecting Drummond's integrity, for ere long he deserted the cause 
of law and liberty to serve the King alongside Montrose. There 
exists a memorial stone which had been erected over the remains of 
some of the Covenanters in a field north of Pitheavlis Castle where 
they had been killed. The retreating soldiers had been making 
their way to the '* Earl's Dykes " to gain the shelter of the town, 
but at the distance of over two miles from the Muir, where the armies 
met, they were overtaken by Montrose's " Redshanks." They were 
buried in the field where they fell, and afterwards, probably after the 
Restoration, a stone was raised to mark the place. In the end of last 
century the stone was removed from the field, and placed in the wall 
of a house, where it is still to be seen, in the cottar town of 
" Needless," a short distance east of Pitheavlis Castle, on the old 
road to Dunning. It bears this inscription : 

" This tombstone stood on the field to the north, 
where many of the Covenanters from Fife 
were slain in flight after the battle of Tipper- 
muir, on Sunday, Ist September, 1644." 

Modem writers, who would white-wash Montrose, seek to make a 
distinction between the principles of the National Covenant of 1638 
and the Solemn League and Covenant of 1643, and thereby justify 
the apostasy of Montrose, on that assimied difference of principles. 
But Charles II., in 1651, had no difficulty in swearing fealty te 
both Covenants. At his coronation at Scone in that year, he solemnly 
affirmed : — " I declare in the presence of Almighty God, the searcher 
of hearts, my allowance and approbation of the National Covenant 
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and (d the aolenm League and Coyenaat .... and faithfully 
obliedge myself to promote the ends thereof in my station and 
oalling." There was nothing in the Covenants adverse to a Gon- 
stitataonal Sovereign; but whenever, as in 1661, Charles was 
encouraged to act in the spirit of the old despotism, he was under 
the necessity of renouncing both. Though the covenants were 
loyal to a law-abiding king, it was too evident that their principles 
were adverse to despotism, and for that reason Montrose and 
Charles L, as well as Charles II., repudiated the Covenants of 1638 
and 1643. 

After the career of Charles I. was finished, the burgesses of Perth 
bad an opportunity of showing their loyalty to his son. Charles 11. 
came to Perth, and an old annalist writes that " Mr. Geoige 
Halyburton, one of the ministers of the towne, had a prettey 
oongratulatorey oration to his Majesty." Charles did not seem 
greatly to like bis company here, for one day be ran away to the hills 
to meet a different company of his friends; but^a night in a Highland 
hut, with a sod for his jnllow, made him glad to get back to Perth. 
His presence here infected a number of the citizens with what Mr. 
Shields, in the ''Hind Let Loose," aptly calls ''the plague of the 
King's eviL" One result of this was seen in Provost Grant raising 
for the King's service a troop of an hundred men, of which John 
Davidson, Fiscal, and Clerk to the Hammermen, was Lieutenant. 
This troop undertook an expedition to Fife to prevent the Common* 
wealth Army, after "the crowning victory" at Dunbar, from crossing 
the Forth. At Dumfermline the Perth hundred joined a body of 
three thousand Royalists, and proceeded to Inverkeithing, where 
they were met, on 20th July, 1651, by some English regiments 
under Colonel Overton, and were defeated. Half of the Royalists, it 
IB said, were slam. How many Perth men escaped is untold, but the 
Provost and his Lieutenant and a remnant got back to Perth. 
Preparations were then made to defend the town. Twelve days 
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afterwazds, Oliver Cromwell himself arrived, put his troops in position, 
when the gates were opened to him without a shot. 

After the fight at Tibbermuir, the town was entered by Montrose, 
and for that easy surrender Mr. George Halyburton and Mr. John 
Robertson, the ministers of the town, made a singularly open and 
ingenuous apology ; not one by any means heroic. The Provost and 
the two ministerB of the town were somewhat afraid of reproof for 
Montrose's easy admission, so the ministers prepared as an apology 
a paper called " Reasons for the Surrender of Perth." These simply 
were, that from the terror«tricken condition of the inhabitants 
and the retreat of the soldiers, they could do nothing else. They 
said that their "friends of the army in the field being so shame- 
fully beat and fully routed, did so examinate and dishearten the 
poor inhabitants within the walls," they could make no defence; 
that of Perth men there were only ''six score*' remaining in 
town, a third part of the inhabitants having timoroiisly fled 
at the first report of the enemy's victory. The Fife men who 
managed to enter the town crossed the river by boats, or entered 
houses in town, " out of which no entreaty could draw them." They 
also pled that there being only a smaU number of faint-hearth men, 
without meat or drink in store, they could not have stood against 
so many cruel enemies, for "the hounds of Hell were drawn up 
before our ports, newly bathed in blood, and routed with hideous 
cries for more." When Cromwell appeared before the gates he was 
not surrounded by an army yeUing with fiend-like cries for more 
blood. His entry, however, into the City was quite as easy as 
that of Montrose, and yet our local historians have gone 
into heroics in telling wonderful stories of the events of that day. 
Though they had no deeds of martial prowess to record, they have 
not been without a hero. John Davidson, notary, our clerk and a 
freeman of the Craft, has been the theme of eulogies for his self- 
sacrifice in the royal cause. One story told of Davidson is that he 
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gave to Campbell of Aberuchil a tack of 300 years of the lands of 
St. Leonards for a charging 'horse to fight Cromwell. Surely never 
horse sold for so much. True, an English king once offered a 
kingdom for one, but did not live to conclude the bargain. The 
probability of the story of the notary's horse is sorely damaged 
when it is known that Campbell of Aberuchil appears as owner 
of lands in the parish in 1634 and 1649, and at later dates, while 
Davidson in those years does not appear as owner of any land 
in the parish outside the town walls. The whole story hangs on an 
alleged sale of a small annual of an old chaplaincy by Davidson to 
Campbell in 1660. If that sale had any connection with the horse 
that was to fight CromweU, the horse must have been got on credit, 
and held for nine years before the supposed tack was granted. 

Another story, in which the great military tactics of Davidson 
are displayed, represents him as having carts driven up and down 
the streets to frighten Cromwell. This employment of the carts 
is, no doubt, intended to place him on a level as a tactician with 
Gideon in the valley of Jesareel, when he armed three hundred men 
each with a trumpet and an empty pitcher; also with Bruce at 
Bannockbum. 

When Cromwell entered the town, the Provost took him not to 
his own, but to Davidson's house to dinner. At dinner Cromwell is 
represented as calling the Provost " a silly body," and saying that 
if he had time he would hang Davidson for the tactic of the carts. 
Immediately after Cromwell left the house, a miraculous event 
happened. One of the walls fell, which event leads the historians, 
with histrionic art, to make Davidson regret that the wall did not fall 
sooner, that Cromwell, and even himself, might have perished in the 
ruins. So heroic, so loyal, and selfHsacrificing to his sacred Majesty 
is Davidson made to appear in local history ! 

Another story is told of what happened at that dinner table. One 
Andrew Reid, a biurgess of the town, who is said to have lent 
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CharleB IL, on his own bond, 40,000 merka, to pay the expenseB of 
''the King's coronation" at Soone, presenta himself m DaTidson's 
house and demands payment of the bond gnuated by Charles. To 
the demand Oomwell is said to have answered that he had nothing 
to do with the bond, when Andrew is represented as sayings with an 
insolence not likely to be used in the presence of the Conqueror, 
that he was ''a Ticious intromittor." These stories are specimens of 
our local myths. 

For a year or two after Worcester fight, the Royalists kept oands 
of armed men in the Highlands to disturb the peace of the northern 
shires, and if possible prevent the success of the government of the 
Protector. The inhabitants of Perth were not in sympathy with 
these disturbers of the peace. By order of the Town Council, a list 
was made of those who had gone out of town " to ynn the enemies 
of the Commonwealth.'' The number, all told by name, was twenty. 




CHAPTER IX. 

Zbc 1>ammermen un^er tbe ladt two 
Stuart Itingd* 

HFTER the Restoration, the citizens of Perth had to appear as 
loyal supporters of the King's Government. There was no 
help for them. The Commonwealth, which had for a few years 
given them prosperity, and promised to give them more, had passed 
away. Some of the citizens who had been supporters of the Common- 
wealth, so long as they could make place and profit out it^ became 
ardent supporters of the restored Government. This is said to have 
been markedly the case with Patrick Threipland, a merchant in the 
High Street, and tacksman of the sahnon fishings of the town. He 
was a Bailie in 1658, Provost in 1664, a Knight in 1674, and a 
Baronet in 1688. The honours from the Crown wei*e received for 
services rendered in the interests of despotism. The burgesses, who 
in previous years had made sacrifices for religion and liberty, must 
have felt bitterly their condition under a Government that rejected 
the principles for which they had striven ; and, besides, they had to 
endure the spirit of tyranny that animated the municipal rulers. 

Threipland's rule as Provost was imperious and inquisitorial ; little 
else than a reign of terror. In 1666, at a meeting of the Town 
Council, Threipland complained that he had been subjected to the 
scolding tongue of Euphan Fleming, who had disapproved of his 
doings, and had let him know her muid about him. The Council 
ordered Euphan, for her offence, to be imprisoned diuing the Provost's 
pleasure, and to pay a fine of 500 merks. Euphaii's honest 
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indignation at the local t}Tant cost herself and her husband dear. 
She was no '* gangrel " woman, bnt the wife of a Dean of Guild ; and he, 
as he well might, was wroth at the sentence passed upon his wife. 
When the officers went to take her to prison he deforoed them from 
his house, and drew a sword in her defence. The defence of his wife 
only increased the Dean's troubles, for an additional fine was imposed 
on him, and both he and his wife were imprisoned. 

Turning over some old deeds and dispositions of property that are 
in the possession of the Hammerman, we came upon a deed executed 
by Euphan Fleming and her husband, John Lamb, disposing of a 
property in the High Street, which she had inherited from her father. 
This disposition was made some time after she was fined, and very 
likely was the soiurce whence Euphan got the money to satisfy 
Threipland's vengeance. 

These were not times in which a Provost was held in esteem only 
for his integrity and moral worth. If the Provost in those days was 
not honoured with reveronce and personal obeisance, the powers of 
the Council were brought into action to compel the signs of honour 
to be rendered to him. There was one merchant in town who by 
no means approved Throipland's conduct, and did not render him the 
required honour. This was Patrick Hay, son of the laird of Pitfour. 
He was not ready with his obeisance when he met the Provost, and 
did not, like a lackey, lift his hat to a man he could not respect. The 
Provost was irritated, and in 1668, commissioned Bailie Orme, a 
faithful henchman of his, to speak to Patrick Hay, and tell him " to 
behave himself in tymes to come to the present Provost, and to the 
rest of the Magistrates — that is to say, to lift his cap when he comes 
by them, or else go asyde to the other side of the street ; otherways 
the Magistrates will take coarse therein as they see fit." So read 
the Coimcil records. Fine or imprisonment, perhaps both, were 
in store for Patrick Hay if he did not lift his cap when he passed 
a Perth Pix)vo8t or Bailie. 
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About the same time, Matthew Cheap, Deacon of the Hammermen, 
an outspoken but honest man, got himself into trouble by his plain 
speaking to BaOie Orme, Threipland's creature. The Deacon one 
day told the Bailie that he " knew none to compare with him in his 
office but the hangman." The Bailie reported Matthew's estimate of 
him to the Council. The Council's temper rose at such a comparison 
being made of one of their magistrates, passed a vote excluding 
Matthew from his seat among them, and ordered the Incorporation to 
elect another Deacon. The Incorporation were not in sympathy with 
Threipland's party. They paid no attention to the Council's order, 
but continued Matthew Cheap as their Deacon, and for several years 
after re-elected him. Matthew sat in the Council afterwards for 
many years. 

Matthew Cheap, in 1676, narrowly escaped suffering from the 
enmity of Threipland. The Archbishop of St. Andrews had appointed 
a visitation of the churches to be held in Perth on the third of August 
of that yeai. The Archbishop was prevented from attending, but 
the conduct of ministers and elders was inquired into notwithstanding. 
Matthew Cheap was one of the elders in Perth, but he had a habit of 
absenting himself from church when Mr. Rose, afterwards a bishop, 
was the preacher. Provost Threipland could not let so good an 
opportunity pass of getting an independent man rebuked, so he 
brought the conduct of Matthew before the assembly, told how he 
did not listen to Mr. Rose's sermons, alleged as a reason that 
Matthew had " a peeke " against Afr. Rose, and craved doom. It 
was well for Matthew that Archbishop Sharp was not present^ or it is 
not likely he would have escaped censure and fine. 

Honour to the magistrates and to the clergy in those days had to 
be enforced by pains and penalties. Even the appearance of loyalty 
to the King had to be maintained by force. The Town Council 
issued orders yearly for the inhabitants to prepare for the "great 
solemnity of the King's birthday " on the 29th May. Merchants 
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were oommanded to oloee all their shops, '* no ordinary work " was 
allowed to be done by any person on that day, and a bonfire was 
ordered to be lighted on the streets before every house. These 
demonstrations of loyalty were not the free expressions of the will of 
a loyal people. They were made under the influenoe of terror. 
The streets blazing with fires, and the people in holiday were not 
proofs that they were grateful for the government they were under. 

There were several citizens who were self-willed enough to meet 
for prayer in plaoes that were condemned by the Council. John 
Howieson, gunsmith, a member of our Graft, was proclaimed by 
Government for attending a Conventicle in the county. Patrick Crie, 
Deacon of the Glovers, was also proclaimed, and the Laird of 
Balhousie was severely fined for attending a meeting at Glencarse. 
Threipland gave active service in the conviction of attenders at these 
meetings for prayer. These meetings were by the Government 
named Conventicles. They were frequently held in town, and were 
causes of terror to those in authority. Presbyterian ministers, who 
had been driven from their parishes, and whose pulpits were supplied 
by Episcopalian curates, were gladly received at these meetings. 
Companies of devout people met in private houses, on the Buighmuir, 
and in the Hall of the Tailor Incorporation to hear the 
'' outed " ministers. The attention of Government was attracted to 
these meetings by local informers. One of the ministers who lived 
for some time in Perth and conducted these private assemblies was 
Alexander Moncrieif, the ejected minister of Scoonie, in Fife, grand- 
father of Alexander Moncrieff, first minister of the Secession Church 
in Abemethy. The Privy Council had their eyes on him, and 
ordered the Magistrates to seize "Alexander Moncrieff, a noted 
keeper of Conventicles in and about Perth." So the Privy Council 
described him in their warrant. Moncriefi^ got a hint of his danger, 
and went into hiding. Threipland and his Bailies, however, 
" harried " the people who attended the Conventicles, and harboured 
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*' dated" ministerB. In 1674 Threipland went to Edinburgh to 
report to the Privy Council the diligence of the Perth MagistiateB in 
keeping their bonndaries clear of unlicensed praying and preaching. 
A month after he returned, a letter was received from the Chancellor 
by Warrant of the Privy Council, thanking the Provost and Bailies 
tor <* their careful punishing of the keepers of Conventicles." 

It is well for us in these times to take note that those meetings 
were forbidden, at which men and w(nnen sought to console each 
other, and to seek in prayer and communion hope for a brighter day 
to their country, and that the Magistrates received thanks for their 
^'careful punishing of the people" who met together for such 
purposes. For his services in such <' careful punishing," Threipland 
was made a knight. 

The Magistrates had carried out the policy of suppression of these 
meetings with such severity under Threipland's dictation that^ in 
1675, a rebellion against the knightly Provost took place among the 
merchant councillors. On account of a change made in 1658 in the 
relative number of Merchant and Trade Councillors, the craftsmen 
were powerless to control the conduct of the Council. Threipland, 
being supported by the steady and obedient vote of the merchant 
side of the CouncO, found his will was law; but his rule had 
become so oppressive that at the municipal election of 171^5, six 
merchant councillors absented themselves. This defection of the 
merchants left Threipland in a minority, and the craftsmen were 
able to elect another Provost. This was not a defeat that the 
haughty spirit of Threipland would peaceably accept, so he carried an 
appeal against the election to the Privy Council. The Record of the 
Town Council says that Bailie Craigdallie was sent to Edinburgh to 
give " a report of the proceedings at the late election " in order that 
^ the misrepresentions of Sir Patrick Threipland may not be received 
as truth." 

The newly-made Provost, Archibald Christie, died on the 26th 



October, having been only three weeks in office. This made 
another election necessary. A meeting for that purpose was held 
on the 17th November. The six merchants who had deserted 
Threipland at Michaelmas were present, but Threipland's friends 
were absent. It was resolved to have a meeting on another day, 
notice of which was to be sent to the absentees, with certification 
that if they did not attend others would be appointed in their places. 
The absentees from the previous meeting did not attend, and other 
merchant councillors were chosen, one of whom was Patrick Hay, 
younger of Pitfour. The Council then elected Patrick Hay to be 
Provost. 

Occasionally, the Hammermen conferred the privileges of their 
Incorporation upon gentlemen they esteemed, but who did not work 
at any of their "sciences.'' Thus, in 1658, the Honourable John 
Naime of Muckarsie, Sheriff-Depute of Perth, was adjoaitted to their 
brotherhood, and in 1674 Patrick Hay was also admitted. He was 
leader of the party who disapproved of Threipland's actions, and the 
Hammermen honoured him. The entry in the Minute Book runs 
thus : '' Perth, 20th day of January, 1674. — ^The Deacon and brethren 
of Traid, in testimonie of their respect towards Patrick Hay, lawfull 
Sonne to Patrick Hay of Pitfoure, have admitted and admit him 
freeman amongst thame, and to the haiU liberties and priyileges of 
the Hammermen Traid, And that freelie without payment of any 
sowme of money for the said freedome, And who be his owne desire 
craved to be bookit as ane blacksmith, which was acoordinglie 
condescendit unto be the Deacone and Traid, and he entered in 
manner foirsaid. (Signed), 

John Davidbouns, Clerk." 

When Patrick Hay was being elected Provost, the honour which the 
Hammermen had conferred on him was like to bring him trouble. 
It had become a rule that no one could be a member of a craft and 
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sit as a merchant councillor, and only a merchant councillor could be 
elected Provost. When the Council was about to elect a Provost, 
Dean of Guild Wilson inquired of Patrick Hay if he was a freeman 
of the Hammermen, or in anywise incapacitated from sitting as a 
merchant councillor. Hay declared he had a compliment of that 
nature, but studied no benefit by it, either to himself or posterity. 
Then Robert Gardiner, for himself, and as Deacon of the Hammermen, 
and in name of that Incorporation, disowned him as a freeman. 
Provost Hay was only allowed to remain in office till March, 1676. 
In that month the Privy Council gave their decision on the previous 
Michaelmas election, and restored Threipland to the Provost's chair. 
Threipland made his enemies pay dearly for opposing him. From 
his revelations, perhaps from his successful '' misrepresentations," the 
Privy Council imposed heavy fines on the citizens. The visitors of 
the Scottish Royal Burghs, who, in 1691, were commissioned by 
Government to inquire into the financial state of these Burghs, 
in the same year received from the Magistrates a statement 
certified by the Town Clerk, which shows the loss caused 
by Threipland's wrath. The Town Clerk affirms this—" In March, 
1676, the most considerable Burgesses of the Burgh, being persewed 
before the Lords of Privie Council by Sir Patrick Threipland, their 
lait Provost, for outing him from his Provostship, they were finet 
and put to the expences of at least X20,000." Three Hammermen, 
Matthew Cheap, Patrick Gow, and Robert Gardiner were among 
those who were fined. Although the Privy Council displaced 
Patrick Hay, in 1676, he was elected Provost in 1677, and again in 
^ 1678, showing that he was a man approved by his townsmen. The 
Council under him did not " haO to prison and to judgment " men 
and women who met for worship in places unsanctioned by the 
Bishops. Complaints, most likely by Threipland, were sent to 
Edinburgh, that Provost Hay was not carefully punishing attenders 
on private meetings. The Privy Council took action. The Earl of 
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Strathinore was sent as their agent. He appeared before the Town 
Council on the 4th February of 1679, and read a letter, declaring 
that Patrick Hay, Provost, three Bailies, and six Counoillors were 
incapacitated from holding offioe for three years. Provost Hay was 
thus a second time driven from office. The Earl of Strathmore also 
gave instructions to the remaining merchant councillors how to fill 
up the vacancies he had made. These instruotions the oouncillcxv 
refused to follow. One of the members of Ck)uncil who was dedared 
incapable of holding office was Patrick Gow, Deacon of the 
Hammermen and Convener of the Trades. As a successor to Deacon 
Gow, the Privy CouncU nominated Henry BoDo, one of the Craft. 
The Incorporation met on the 5th February, when the order of the 
Privy Council was laid before them by Henry Hollo, who was 
prepared to take the vacant seat The electi<m was then proceeded 
with; but, instead of electing the nominee of the Privy Council, 
" they did nominate and appoint John Smith, one of their number to 
be Deacon for the rest of the year." The spirit of freemen was yet 
alive among the Hammermen. They refused to be dictated to^ 
even by the Privy Council. 

John Smith was Deacon till Michaelmas of that year, when there 
was another contest between him and Henry Rollo. The result of 
the voting was an equal number for each candidate. The influence — 
whether that of '' booing" or the dread of the vengeance of the 
Privy Council — which brought about the result is to us unknown. 
The ultimate decision was left to the Convener Court. That Court, 
composed wholly of craftsmen, gave their voice in favour of John 
Smith, and the order of the Privy Council was again set at naught. 

Ere long the Lords of Council recalled their decision agiunst 
Provost Hay and his friends. Their misconduct had been found to 
be less serious than represented. In 1681, the Privy Council impilMsed 
a new oath as an additional test This oath was imposed in presence 
of a Magistrate upon every member of the Incorporation, bef<»e he 
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was allowed to vote for a Deacon. The oath is a notable specimen of 
these ingenious documents which were drawn up to secure loyalty to 
a Government that was secretly and heartily detested by the people. 
But they were obliged to take it to save their lives and property. In 
the oath, securities for the subject holding the religious belief approved 
by the King and respect for his rights are blended together. As a 
specimen of the thraldom from which we are now tolerably free, we 
give a synopsis of its chief clauses. The persons who took the oath 
began by invoking God to judge and witness the sincerity of their 
intentions. Then they profess the Protestant religion, contained in 
the Confession of Faith, recorded in the Acts of the First Parliament 
of James VI. as founded on the Word of God and agreeable thereto, 
to which they shall adhere and endeavour to educate their children 
therein. Next, they renounce all principles and practices, either 
Popish or Puritanical, that are inconsistent with that confession. 
After professing their religious beliefs, they swear that the King's 
Majesty is the only supreme governor in this realm, over all persons 
and over all causes, ecclesiastical and civil, declaring their faith and 
allegiance to His Majesty, his heirs, and successors. They also 
declare it to be unlawful for subjects, upon pretence of reformation, 
or any pretence, to enter into covenants, or to convene and assemble 
in councils, conventions, or assemblies, to treat or determine any 
matter of State, either civil or ecclesiastic, without His Majesty ^s 
express command ; and professing that they shall never riBe in arms 
or enter in covenants; and that there lies no obligation on them 
from the National Covenant or the Solemn League to endeavour any 
alteration in the govoimient of Church and State as then established, 
but will, God helping, defend His Majesty's power to the utmost. 
And finally, they swear that they take the words of this oath in their 
plain, genuine sense and meaning. 

When Patrick Gow was elected Deacon in 1681, the individual 
Hammermen took that oath. There was no help for them. They 
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were not zealots in the cause of despotism, and ere long they 
welcomed the Revolution. 

Patrick Gow held the office of Deacon till 1686, when all the 
Incorporations were deprived by King James of their old rights of 
electing Deacons. In that year John Heniy was appointed Deacon 
of the Hammermen by the King's order. While the last of the 
Stuarts reigned there were no more elections by the Crafts. The 
'* King's Majestic " was triumphant till the day of reckoning under 
William, Prince of Orange. 

When James VII. was depriving councils and incorporations of 
their ancient rights, and setting his will above the law, a fit appoint- 
ment was made of a Provost in Perth. Sir Patrick Threipland was 
appointed by the King. There was no election. The King knew 
where to find an abject servant of his will. For Threipland's latter 
services he was made a Baronet He remained in office till the 
Kevolution, In the crisis of the Revolution he made an effort to 
send a few men to join the supporters of the King at Auchterarder. 
But he failed. The success of the Prince of Orange was too rapid 
and complete. To prepare for the new King and Government, he 
took an oath that he was a true Protestant and not a Papist, in order 
to purge his character and appear cleanly. 

In March, 1689, Threipland stood as a candidate to be the member 
for Perth at the Scottish Convention. Robert Smith, another 
citizen, however, was legally chosen by the free voice of the citizens 
in public assembly. By this vote Threipland was prevented from 
sitting with Claverhouse to plot for King James. The Burgesses in 
May assembled in the Town Church to elect a Provost, when 
Commissioner Robert Smith was elected. Left to their own will 
the burgesses would neither make Threipland a member of the 
Convention nor their Provost. They had had enough of him. 

With feelings of thankfulness the Hammermen, on the 2nd 
October, 1689, record in their minutes that "Being all convened in 
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their ordinary and accustomed manner, after their old ancient form, 
before the encroachment on their and their sons hberties, in 
December, 1686, did proceed to the election of their office-bearers." 

The Stuart Kings, because of their encroachments on the liberties 
of the Hammermen and the rights of the whole people, had now to 
give place to the Prince of Orange on the British Throne. His 
elevation may be said to be the crowning victory of the political 
principles of the Solemn League and Covenant, which pledged its 
adherents to preserve the rights and privileges of the Parliaments 
and the liberties of the kingdom. From the time the Stuarts 
ascended the Throne of England these rights and liberties had been in 
peril ; and there arose a contest which was waged for over fifty years 
between the assertion of the supremacy of the will of kings over 
all causes, civil and ecclesiastical, and the principle of freedom which 
Samuel Rutherford expressed in the motto "Lex Rex" — ^Law is 
King. At length a great victory for humanity and freedom in the 
acknowledgment of that principle was achieved at the Revolution. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Zhc Ibammermcn an^ public events after 
tbe ^Revolution. 



mND£K the last Stuart Kings the prosperity of the Hammermen 
had declined, and there were many causes in operation for a 
few years after the change of government which prevented a rapid 
growth of prosperity. This was the experience not only of the 
Hammermen, but of the whole people. As public affairs became 
more settled, corajnercial enterprise was stimulated by prospects of 
foreign trade, which led to investing in the Darien Scheme a portion 
of what little money there was in the country. The Trade 
Incorporations of Perth contributed sums of money to be sent along 
with the contribution of the Town Council to promote that national 
enterprise. The Hammermen sent their small savings as share- 
holders in the "Scots Company trading to AfiHca and the Indies, 
oonforme to an Act of the last session of this current Parliament 
thereanent " as their clerk recorded. They had agreed to invest 
" threttie poimds sterling " of their stock, and four individuals for 
themselves invested an additional sum of twenty pounds sterling. 
In all, fifty pounds sterling was invested in that promising but 
unfortunate company. Its disastrous end, arising from the jealousy 
of the English merchants, and the unwise actions of the English 
Government, was bitterly felt by the Scottish people ; and a political 
party adverse to the new Government sought to make use of that 
dissatisfaction in favour of the deposed Royal family. 
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After the Revolutioiiy there were Sootsmen who aought to bring 
beok the old deepotisin. They eontinued to raoognise James VIL 
•nd his deseendftnts as their kings bj XHrine i^pointment. The 
leading members of this political party belonged to twot^lasses, one of 
whom consisted oi the Episcopal bishops with their adherents, the 
noQJnrant clergy, who lost their liyings in 1688, and held as the main 
artide of their creed that Btuarts only should be kings of Scotland ; 
the other class consisted of such Highland Chiefs and Lowland Lairds 
as were wont to command their vassals to follow them in war. Both 
these daoBes had what they considered^grievaiioes from the new order 
of things. The bishops and their clergy saw no chance of regaining 
their former position unless a Stuart King ^possessed the necks of his 
enemies," while the chiefis and lairds saw in the Revolution |mneiple 
of the supremacy of law over all men, the near termination of the 
arbitrary power they exercised over their vassals. The succession of 
the Hanoverian family to the Throne of Britain seemed to these 
politicians a fit time to make an effort in their own behalf. The Earl 
of Mar, who was disappointed with his reception at the Court of 
George L, slipped away secretly from London, and raised the standard 
of rebellion in Scotland. He was aided by some of the chiefis and 
lairds and the Episcopal clergy, but neither the burgesses, in any 
number, nor the rural population readily came to help the rebels. 
They secured the services of some of the dans, which belonged to a 
raoe that had not then come under the infliienee of Saxon ideas. The 
unwillingness of the peof^e to join the rebel army is seen in the 
expresnicm of disappointment made by Mar at the small number of 
his own tenants that had joined him in support of the Stuart 
cause. His letter to the Baron Bailie of his estate of Kildrummy, 
in which he gave vent to his indignatkm at the disobedience of 
hia tenants^ reveals the abject condition both of vassals and Bailie 
under the old order when the will of the laird was law. The letter 
written by Mar to John Forbes^ Bailie, reads — ''Jock, ye was in the 
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right not to oome with the 100 men ye sent up to-night, when I 
expected four times that numher/' Mar then threatened, and 
ordered John Forbes to let his tenants know that if they oome not 
forth with their best arms he would send *'a party immediately 
to bum what they should miss taking from them." The same 
means had no doubt to be used by other lairds, for Msr had to excuse 
his delay at Moulinam because of the slowness of the Highlandmen 
joining him. 

In September, 1715, Mar, with his adherents, entered Perth, where 
they remained till January. There were some warlike feats 
accomplished by the rebels. Entering a defenceless town like Perth 
was one; burning the still more defenceless villages of Dunning, 
Auchterarder, Criefi^ and Muthill were others, to which has to be 
added the defeat of one wing of Axgyle's army at the Sheriffinuir, 
which was followed by the retreat of the rebel army to Perth. The 
heroic rebels, who numbered 8,000, found 8000 under the Duke of 
Aigyle too many for them. 

When Mar entered the town, ProTost Austin and the Magistrates 
retired. They woxild not remain. Mar then expelled every cittsen 
who would not take the Jacobite oath of allegiance, and had a 
Provost with Magistrates and Council elected. While the rebels held 
Perth; they were visited by their uncrowned King. They had not 
time to crown him. The 23rd of January was to be devoted to that 
performance, but discussicms among themselves about the Coronation 
Oath, and the advance of Axgyle from Stirling, upset their plans. 
The rebels decamped on the Slst of that month, taking their Prince 
with them, who was the Pretender still. 

Mar's was a miserable cause, and was feebly supported. When its 
story is read, pity rises in the breast for the poor " Blue Bonnets,** 
who had been driven to battle at the command of the lairds. Aigyle 
at the Sheriffiniur, moved with pity for them, begged they might be 
saved from slaughter. The folly of those who took part in the 
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BebeUioQ was only saipuBod by their wonhip of the unchivalrouB 
Cheyalier. Among the Bupporteis of the Prince was the Deacon of 
the Hammenneny and at least three other members. When Mar went 
with his army to the west, he left a few men to protect the town in 
hk absence, and appointed Joseph Taylor, Deacon of the Haxomermen, 
to be one of the captains of that local force. 

After peace was restored, ProTost Austin, the loyal Bailies, the Dean 
of Guild and the Treasurer returned to town, and were restored to office. 
On the 1st April, 1716, at a meeting of Hammermen, a communica- 
tion from the Magistrates was read, intimating that they had received 
a warrant from King Oeoige and the Privy Council of Great Britain, 
for the election of Town Councillors and Deacons, as there were no 
legal elections last Michaelmas. The meeting then nominated and 
elected John Thomson and Lawrence Reid, " two of their brethren 
who had remained faithful in their duty to his Majesty,'' to be their 
GoundUor and Deacon. 

The Magistrates deprived of their rights as burgesses and Guild 
brethren several of those who had given active service to the rebels. 
We have not found any notice of Deacon Taylor after being made 
captain. He probably left the town with Mar. But there were 
other Hammermen, who, having been unfaithful to the King, were 
deprived of their privileges as burgesses till the year 1729, and 
had no part in the election of office-bearers nor in the management of 
the Incorporation. Otherwise they were not treated as unfreemen, 
but were allowed to carry on their business. After a lengthened 
probation they were restored by the Magistrates to the privileges of 
burgesses and Guild brethren, after which they made application to 
be restored to their privileges as Hammermen. 

It is on record that at a meetmg held on 26th January, 1730, there 
compeared William Cargill (elder), cutler, William CargiU (younger), 
cutler, and James Cheap, saddler, and gave in a paper bearing that 
they had by sentence of the Magistrates been deprived in September, 
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1716, of their privileges tm buxgesses of the Burgh for the oaiiMB 
mentioned in the sentence, and had " ever since enjojed none of their 
privileges as freemen of the Hammermen calling/' except only by the 
demenqy of the Magistrates l^ey had been permitted to reside in 
the town and earn their bread by their own employments. Bat the 
Magistrates being now fully satisfied that they had for a long time 
behaved themselves, not only as loyal subjects of his Majes^, but 
ako as dutiful and peaceaUe inhabitants, had of late entered them 
to their privileges by re-admitting them buigessea and Guild brethren 
of this Buxgh. And as they had duly qualified and taken the oaths 
required by law, all difficulties should now be removed from their 
joining the Hammermen as before, especially seeing that for which 
they were unburgessed did not ooncem the Incorporation, and the 
calling never did by any act or sentence of theirs deprive them of 
their freedom. The Incorporation took into their consideration th« 
paper presented by these three now loyal subjects, and declared that as 
it was not by any act of theirs the petitioners had been deprived of 
their freedom, and as the Magistrates had now conferred on them 
''the whole privileges and immunities of burgesses and Guild 
brethren, the calling could not see any remaining ground for denying 
them their former privileges among their brethren." 

The Highland Clans, in 1745, made another descent on the 
Lowlands, and for a time held Perth in the interests of the son <rf 
the Chevalier. This was the last effort of the Celtic race to stop the 
progress of Saxon civilisation in Scotland. Happily for themselves, 
they were unable to accomplish their purposes, tor from their 
failure in that enterprise is to be dated their own growth as a 
civilised people. There is no notice of this second Rebellion in the 
Hammermen records. From the 28th August of that year till the 
4th January of the next there were no meetings. On 9th June, 
1746, a meeting was held in the house of John Glass, maltman, as 
their hall was occupied by the King's soldiers then on their return from 
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Culloden. At Michaelmas previous there had been no elections of 
Counoillors and Deacons, and now by an order of his Majesty's 
Gounoil, dated 28th May, Plroyost Crie was getting Magistrates and 
Councillors and Deacons elected to serve till Michaelmas. None of 
the Hammermen seem, at that time, to have been a£9icted with the 
Jacobite mania that troubled a number of the countiy lairds and led 
to the losing of their estates. 

Another event about which the Hammermen were concerned was 
the American war. The tossing of several cargoes of tea from the 
Dartmouth and other vessels into Boston harbour in 1774, had far 
reaching resxilts, the greatest being the Declaration of American 
Independence^ and amongst the smallest the enlistment of a Perth 
blacksmith into the King's army to suppress the RebeUion. The 
latter incident brings before us views, however strange now, that were 
held by a laige section of people in those days. The battles of 
Lexington, Bunker's Hill, and Quebec had been fought, and the 
Colonists were not vanquished. Anticipations of sad consequences to 
Britain were being entertained. In January, 1778, the Hammermen 
made the following record of their opinions of the prospects of the 
war, and of the disaster that woxild arise from the defeat of the Ring's 
army — *' The calling considering the present alarming crisis from the 
amamng progress of the American Rebellion, which has raged for 
several years past, against the best of Sovereigns and mildest of 
Constitutions, from the continuance of which our trade, prosperity, 
Uborty, and even existence as a free people are endangered." On 
account of these opinions of the consequences of the British failing in 
that war the Incorporation resolved to enlist a soldier to serve the 
King. Though the British failed to keep their Colonists in 
subjection, happily these prophecies of danger to this coimtry from 
America being free from the care of the best of Sovereigns have not 
been realised. The forebodings of these prophets of disaster have 
not oome to pass, for there is a saving healthfulness in societies of 
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men even in great political crises. The Duke of AthoU was at that 
time raising a regiment to serve in America. He had then a 
surplus of clansmen on his lands, and from loyalty and other leasonB 
he was placing a regiment of them at the Ring's service. Into that 
regiment the Incorporation resolved to put a soldier in proof of their 
loyalty and duty to their King and country. To the man who 
would serve for three years or during the continuance of the 
American Rebellion they were to grant freedom to exercise any of 
the sciences belonging to the callingi which he shall be qualified 
to work at. A young blacksmith named Archibald Peddie, son of 
William Peddie, " Clashiegarr, parish of Moneydie/' was enlisted, 
and after serving five years and two months returned, and on 17th 
May, 1783, he presented his discharge, and was entered a black and 
lock smith. 

The action of the Duke of AthoU in raising that regiment waa 
highly esteemed by the Craft The following eulogy, written in 
March, 1778, when the freedom of the Hammermen was conferred 
upon him may be produced, for its accumulation of titles which the 
present generation have nearly forgotten — <' The calling in testimony 
of their respect to a very High and Mighty Prince, John, Duke of 
Atholl, Lord of Mann and the Isles, Marquis of Tullibardine, Earl of 
Strathmore and Strathardle, Viscount of Balquihidder, Glenalmond 
and Glenlyon, Baron Strange, Lord Murray, Balveny and Gask, 
Heritable Steward of the Stewarty of Fife and Huntingtower, 
Heritable Captain and Constable of Einclaven, <&c., and of their 
gratitude for his signal services to his King and country in raising a 
regiment for our defence against the present unnatural Rebellion. 
They unanimously agree and do humbly give to his Grace, the said 
Duke of Atholl, the freedom of this calling and the whole liberties^ 
immunities and privileges belonging thereto. Hoping that his Grace 
will be pleased to accept of this small testimony of the duty and high 
respect they owe him for his standing forth so eminently and 
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distinguishmg himself in the cause of his King and country, during 
this present alarming crisis." The Duke having seen the deed of 
presentation entered in the minute book, and signed by Deacon 
Livingstone, he added his own signature ^* AthoU " as evidence of his 
acceptance. After that ceremony he was able to add to the above 
roll of titles the honourable one of Blacksmith. 

When Britain was engaged in the American War, France, Spain 
and Holland took to fighting against her. They had fitted out fleets 
of vessels, and hard contested actions were fought. The years 1781 
and 1782 are memorable for the sea battles of Rodney, Hood, Parker, 
and for Lord Heathfield's marvellous defence of Gibraltar. Against 
these three maritime nations the supremacy of British ships and 
saUors was successfully maintained. But to man these ships means 
were employed that are not resorted to now. Bands of sailors made 
raids on the towns and carried off by force, not the mere idlers, but 
industrious workmen. Smiths were taken from the anvil, and slaters 
from the roofs of houses, in the High Street, while at work. In 
March, 1781, Andrew Johnstone, a freeman smith, was carried off by 
a press-gang and put on board a ship of war. He had a wife and 
several children, as recorded in the minutes, who were left in utter 
destitution. The Hammermen ordered from their funds a weekly 
allowance to help the mother and family. The loss of her husband 
and the distress into which she was rudely involved, proved too much 
for her. In three months she died, and her family was left without 
protection. Andrew's house had been comfortably furnished, for the 
inventory of household gear at his wife's death is described as " a 
considerable subject," but all was wrecked by what was then 
considered a necessity of war. In August, 1782, the Deacon received 
iClO from Andrew for the ^* sustentation " of his family. It is presumed 
he sent remittances regularly afterwards for the support of his 
children, who had gone to Fife to live with relatives, and were no 
longer among the eleemosynaries. 
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The Inooiponttion, like the bulk of the population, was excited 
with fear at the proposed repeal of the Roman Catholic Diaabilitiea. 
An Act of Parliament was passed in 1778 repealing certain restric- 
tions on the civil liberties of the Romanists in England. The 
provisions of that act were proposed to be extended to Scotland the 
following year. On this becoming known, the excitement throughout 
the country was very great. The General Assembly of the Kirk 
"declared their firm persuasion that a repeal of the laws now in force 
against Papists would be highly inexpedient^ dangerous, and prejudicial 
to the best interests of religion and civil society in this part of the 
United Kingdom." To^n councils, kirk sessions, parishes and 
incorporations of tradesmen protested in the same fashion. The 
document prepared by the Hammermen remains entire in their Book, 
and is like other protests, full of the language of prophetic prediction 
of evil. The people drew from the countiy's past experience of Popery 
grounds for gloomy prophecies. The martyrdom of the early Scottish 
Reformers, the treacherous massacres in Ireland in 1641, the ruin of 
theur liberties under the last Stuart Kings, strengthened their belief of 
ihe dangers in granting civil rights to Romanists. As Presbyterian 
Protestants they had suffered from the supremacy of Romish and 
Episcopal priests in the Councils of their rulelrsi and they judged 
their safety lay in preventing any steps being taken that woxild lead 
to a recurrence of that supremacy. There is need still for adhering 
to the protests of the Scottish Covenant against the civil places and 
power of kirkmen, and also against privileges being given to any 
persons on account of their profession of religion. 

In 1803 a more serious war than the American Rebellion was being 
waged against Britain. Napoleon was then endeavouring to invade 
the country, and as the danger was greater the offer of help from the 
Hammermen was increased. What they were prepared to do 
appears in this extract from a minute of that year — " The calU^ig, 
considering the present situation of the country, and that we are 
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threatened with aa inTuion from a foreign foe, whose profewed aim 
it the ruin of our oiyic and religioua libertae6» and our lives and our 
propertie(8» they unanimoiiwly reeolve and agree to codowc with the 
other trades of the hva^k in offering their servioesto the Ooyemment 
in case of actual invasion, and assisting the Government for resisting 
and repelling the oommon enemy." As Napoleon failed to cross the 
Channel, the craftsmen had not as a body to take the field, nor to 
unfurl their Blue Blanket in defence of their country and their 
liberties as of yore. 

The aooessiCKi of George lY. to the Throne, and the treatment his 
Queen was subjected to, stirred bitter contention throughout the 
country. To the injury of morality and respect for the Crown, 
George's private life was one long scandal His wife was to him an 
object of intense hate. The first of his acts as Sovereign was to 
prevent her being crowned with him, and then not to be prayed for 
in the churches. The Hammermen Incorporation of Perth sent an 
address of sympathy to the Queen, and to both Houses of Parliament 
petitions were sent to have the Queen's name put in the liturgy and 
the royal dignities awarded to her. These requests were not granted. 
She was subjected by the Government to a public trial ; day by day 
she made processions through the streets of London that were almost 
triumphal from the ovations of the populace* But all ended in no 
crown for her ; only in fever and death. There was public mourning 
for the Queen. The seats in the churches of the Magistrates and 
the Trades were covered with black, and their respective coats of 
aims wrapped in crape. The Magistrates who belonged to the 
political party, that had no sympathy for the Queen, would only 
give her " maimed rites." They would only exhibit their crape for 
two Sundays. The Hammermen refused to follow their example, 
and determined to wear mourning for Queen Caroline as long as it 
had been worn for Queen Charlotte. 

Sympathy for the cause of an injured Queen was characteristic of 
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the Reform par^ in the reahn at that time. The Hammermen 
actively supported that party. In 1821 they petitioned the King to 
diflmias his Ministers, the chief of whom was Lord liverpool, and the 
most notorious was Lord Castlereagh. On account of '' their high 
respect for him as an independent peer of the realm," they conferred 
the honorary membership of their Incorporation on Lord Holland ; 
and for *' the great services he has rendered the country in Parlia- 
ment," Joseph Hume, M.P., was also made an honcnrary member. 
They took an active part in the political movements which preceded 
the Reform Bill of 1832. With some feeling of honourable success, 
they record in their minutes in December of that year that the 
Hammermen " did all in their power to forward the glorious causa 
of Parliamentary Reform now so happily the law of the land." 





CHAPTER XI. 



Zbc Craft an^ Com. 

^^HERE is one part of the InocMrporation's transaotions — their 
purohases of oataaeal — which throws light on the social 
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condition of Perth in the last century. The dealings of the Craft 
with com, and their interest in the food question, deserves attention. 
All the InoOTporations in town made provision for a supply of oatmeal 
and other grains to their members. The Hammermen, in 1740, 
entered into a contract with Joseph Austin of Ardargie to supply 
them with 70 bolls of oatmeal yearly, for 19 years, from his farm. 
There was a bad harvest and great scarcity that year; and the 
Convener Court made a purchase of grain, of which the Hammermen 
bought the amount of X50 sterling. On account of the scarcity of 
grain at that time, the Town Council commissioned '' 600 quarters 
of grey peas and 200 quarters oats from England to dispose in meal 
to the inhabitants." In 1757 the Council bought for the citizens 
1000 bolls of oatmeal and 600 bolls of pease. The Convener Court, 
as representing the Incorporations, bought cargoes of ^^ meal, oats, 
bear, peas, beans," for the use of craftsmen. In 1757, the 
Hammermen bought of the Conveners' purchases 100 bolls. These 
purchases were frequent, if not yearly, till early in this century. 
The meal and grain bought for the Craft were brought by sea from 
Berwick, and from the North of Scotland. The agricultural county 
of Perth did not then supply enough oatmeal of such " unexception- 
able quality " as to prevent cargoes being brought from the south 
and the north. 
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There were maiij years in that time m whieh there was great 
defidencj in the food eupplj, on aooount of nngeoial weather and 
defective agrioultore. The difficulties of the people in getting a 
supply of their homely fare in these yean were aggravated by 
the Com Laws. A duty had to be paid by the merchant on 
imported foreign wheat. And lest at any time there should be too 
much grain in the country to feed the people^ the Qovemment paid a 
premium on its exportation. Laws more nicely framed to keep a 
country in a chronic state of starvation could not have been devised. 

There were bad harvests in 1799 and 1800, which have made these, 
with 1801, to be known as the years of famine. Not to waste the 
limited supply of food, distillation of spirits from grain was suspended 
by Parliament. No sooner, however, than a fairly good harvest was 
lowering prices, the landlords, in their own interest, had a bill 
introduced into Parliament to remove that suspension. The 
Hammermen, on the 18th November, 1801, petitioned Parliament 
against that bill, pointing out that from the recent distreases in the 
country, the late femine, and the depression of almost every branch 
of manufactures, the time had not come, especially ** as the poor are 
not at present regularly supplied in the market with grain. Were 
distillation to go on, the consequences would be still more serious." 

The harvests of 1803 and 1804 were mare abundant, and prices 
went down to 60s. a quarter for wheat. To counteract that lowered 
price, large exportations of grain were made, and wheat rose to 88s. 
a quarter. The pinching severity of the price of grain was felt in 
Perth; and in February, 1805, the Hammermen petitioned the 
Legislature for repeal of the Com Acts. They grounded their 
petition on this — *' That there is a just apprehension of soareity from 
the large exportation of grain this season, although there was a veiy 
abundant crop." 

In this year (1888) wheat is selling at 80s. a quarter, which 
enables the people to bear with greater ease the long continued 
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depnanon €i tande. But how wwkmen and their families managed 
in the eaily jean of the centiuy ia a manrel. There was wurae 
tzade then than now, much leas wagea^ and the prices of wheat were-^ 
in 1801, 128s. ; in 1808, 60a. ; in 1805, 888. ; in 1809, 1098. ; in 
1810, 1128.; in 1812, 118s.; in 18ii, 120b. a quarter. With oat- 
meal aelling at 3s. 6d. a peek, and the 4 lb. loaf at la. 8d., as waa 
the case when wheat waa deareafc^ many, we fear, had to go with 
^ unfed sides." The bread which numbers of the working class had 
to eat waa ao daric in colour and bad in quality that beggars would 
now throw it from them. In the Memoir of Ge(»ge Hope, the 
eminent farmer of Fenton Bams, there is this notice of the bread 
used in his fiather's house^'' During the year following the wet 
haireat of 1820, thia household, like many others — ^for these were 
the days of the Com Laws — lived upon bread which was almost 
uneatable, there being round eveiy loaf a thick black streak." It is 
also said that ''George Hope retained a vivid recollection of the 
difficulty of awallowing this indigestible stuff." 

In 1814 there were proapects of peace in Europe, and there might 
have been plenty in the country in comparison with previous years. 
The tcRors of miUtaiy invasion had heem dispelled. Peace had come, 
and there waa a threatened invasion of ships from France, loaded with 
grain, butter, and cheeae, to sail in the markets of Britain. At that 
pvoapect the law makers interfered to protect the landlords, and in 
their excitement proposed that there be no importation till wheat 
at lK»ne waa 1058. 2d. a quarter. From all laige centres of popula- 
tion there were petitions against an increase of duty. The Hammer- 
man, on May 31, 1814^ sent one as follows : — 

''Unto the Right Honourable the Commons of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in 
Parliament assembled. 

''The humble petition of the Hammermen Incorporation of the 
City and Burgh of Perth, aheweth that the petitionera observe with 
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regret that a Bill is just now pending in your honourable Houaei by 
which it intended to alter the existing Com Laws, and to increase 
the price at which importation is to be allowed. That the petitioners 
oonceive no such alteration is called for by existing oircumstanoes, 
and that the measure proposed will have the effect of raising the 
price of com, and so will prove prejudicial both to the poor and the 
manufacturing classes of the inhabitants. May it therefore please 
your honourable House to take the premises into oonstderation, and 
to reject any Bill which has for its object any alteration in the 
existing Ck)m Laws, and your petitioners shall ever pray." 

Their prayer^ were to deaf ears ; only for that year the bill did not 
pass. In 1815, however, an Act was passed allowing importation 
when wheat exceeded 84s. a quarter, at a small duty. For many 
years after there was sad experience for the people in their distress 
and poverty. In 1817 the Hammermen again lifted their protest 
against the condition of the country. To have a glance into that 
condition, some of their observations may be quoted. On the 28th 
January of that year, within their hall, there was submitted to them 
a series of resolutions which a committee of their number had 
prepared. These resolutions were taken into consideration and 
approved. They were : First, that the distress which at present 
threatens the prosperity and comfort of all classes in these realms, 
and which presses with peculiar severity on the labouring part of l^e 
community, owing to the want of employment and the high {nrioes of 
the necessaries of life, is unprecedented in its extent, alarming in its 
nature, and calls loudly for serious and prompt consideration on the 
part of those who are entrusted with the administration of public 
affairs. Second, that this meeting reprobates the delusive ideas 
which the persons in power have held out as the cause of the national 
calamities, namely,, a sudden transition from a state of war to a state 
of peace, for after eighteen months of professed peace, the evils still 
continue to spread ; bankruptcies, begging and wretchedness, with all 
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their attendants, daily increaae. Third, that this meeting hesitates 
not to ascrihe all the distress that afflicts and diBtracts the nation, 
and all the ruin that now waves its triumphant horror over the 
commercial, manufacturing, and agricultural interests to the want of 
a fair, equal, and constitutional representation of the people in the 
House of Commons. Reformation of Parliament is therefore heoome 
absolutely necessary if we are to regain our liberties. Fourth, that 
we have observed with surprise that in all the stipulations and 
treaties which our wise negotiators have entered into with our allies, 
not one article can be discovered securing or protecting our com- 
mercial interests, ^and that to this unparalleled neglect and 
unconcern must be attributed all the decrees so bitter and so grievous 
which our good, faithful, and honoturable allies have passed in token 
of their gratitude, by prohibiting from their dominions every article 
of British produce. Fifth, that the hitherto unchecked conduct of 
His Majesty's Ministers is another proof of the necessity of a speedy 
and constitutional reform in the House of Commons, by their 
persevering in the most immoderate expenditure of the public money 
in an extravagant civil list, in the exorbitant salaries of public 
officers, in unmerited sinecures, pensions, and other emoluments, and 
in still bolder defiance of tdie principles of our constitution ; and as if 
for destroying every vestige of civil liberty, oppressing us in a time 
of profound peace with an enormous military establishment of about 
150,000 men. Sixth, that a petition founded upon these resolutions 
be presented to both houses of Parliament, beseeching them to take 
into their most serious consideration the sufferings and distresses of 
an industrious, patient, and loyal people, and the absolute necessity 
of immediately undoing our heavy burdens by reducing the army, 
abolishing the sinecures, pensions, grants, and emoluments not 
merited by public services, by introducing into every department of 
the public expenditure the most rigid economy, and by listening to 
the repeated prayers of the people for the restoration of their 
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undoubted rights, that oi fully and equally choofiing their 'Own 
representatiyes in Parliament." 

In these and later years the history of manufacturing towns 
is painful to read. Even in Perth there were 1500 weavers 
supported by charity. The years 1825 and 1826 were marked by 
almost universal bankruptcy among merchants and manufacturers ; 
and the workpeople had a sore fight to keep the wolf from 
their doors. The distress of these years led the people to petition 
against the Com Laws, and to hold meetings in their distress. 
The Government answered them by military and assise commissions. 
Compelled by the sufferings of the people, Mr. Canning sought to 
have an alteration made on the Com duties. In May, 1827, he 
proposed to have foreign wheat admitted into the country at a duty 
of a shilling a quarter when the price was 70s ; the duty to increase 
2s. a quarter with every fall of a shiUing in the price. His proposal 
failed to become law that year, but became so with some alteiation 
in 1828. 

There was great opposition among a class of landlords to any 
alteration of the Com Laws. At a county meeting in Perth in the 
spring of 1827, the Magistrates of the City advocated a reduction of 
the duties, and by doing so roused the Indignation of some ol the 
landed proprietors. Lord KinnouU wrote a letter disapproving of the 
conduct of the Magistrates, and censured them for a petition they had 
framed in favour of reduction as ** ill timed and unpditic.'' The 
Hammermen came to the help of the Magistrates, and reviewed Lord 
Kinuoull's letter. They declared their approval of the conduct of the 
Lord Provost, Afagistrates, and Cotmcil, and particularly note, '' That 
Lord Provost Ross, Dean of Guild Norwell, Bailies Wright and 
Matthew, and Deacon Buist are entitled to the gratitude of their 
fellow-citizens, and for their manly and independent conduct the 
thanks of this Incorporation are voted to them." Then they express 
their astonishment that Lord KinnouU should write such a letter to 
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an independent body, who act for themselyee, and whom ^'his Lord- 
ship has no right to dictate to, or to control/' In the conclusion of 
his letter, his Lordship said it was his opinion that the prosperity of 
the agricultural and manufacturing interests are inseparable from 
each other, which led the Hammermen to say, that surely it is not 
by keeping a high price oi provisions to the detriment of the people 
that this can take place. They also reminded him that it was '*an 
incontrovertible fact that within the last 35 years the value of land 
in this country had increased three times, and in some instances four 
times ; while on the other hand the profits of the manufacturers and 
merchants, and wages of weavers and labourers were as low, if not 
lower than they were at the commencement of that period." After 
stating these facts, which are impcnrtant in the country's history, they 
said, *' If the noble Earl and the other landed proprietors are desirous 
that the agricultural and manufacturing interests should go hand in 
hand, they could, in the opinion of the Incorporation, accomplish 
in a great measure that most desirable object by giving their support 
in Parliament for the importation of grain on a scale of duties lower 
than that proposed by Mr. Canning, and thereby be the means of 
restoring the happiness and prosperity of the country." 

The fault committed by Provost Ross and his friends was that of 
'* tormenting the Peers about cheapening their com." What increased 
the offence of the Magistrates' petition in Lord Kinnoull's eyes was 
that he had contributed help to the impoverished workmen of Perth. 
When the weavers were in straits and supported by charity, a sub- 
scription was made by the richer town's folk, and some of the county 
gentry also contributed. Lord Kinnoull and the Duke of Atholl 
were among the county contributors, and both retained a high sense 
of their generosity. Lord Kinnoull reckoned his generosity as 
warranting him to lecture the Magistrates ; and the Duke of Atholl 
told of his benevolence in the House of Lords. The weavers who had 
been fed by charitable subscriptions had also petitioned against the 



OVl. 



IKTBODUOIORT 8KST0H. 



Com Laws — a most natural prooeeding, since they had suffered 
from them, and knew by daily experience the misery they brought 
on their class. In the House of Lords their petition roused the ire 
of the Duke of Atholl, who informed their Lordships of the ingrati* 
tude of the petitioners. The landed interest of Perth, he said, had 
supported 1600 of them, and it was a poor return for that charity 
that these rery men should petition against those who had fed them. 
From our information the 1500 were supported mainly by their 
feUow-oitisens, with some help from the county. But that is of 
small consequence at present in compariscm with the Duke's claim, 
that his bounty should have silenced the weayera from ever asking 
him to cheapen his com. Thomas Moore, the poet^ whose pen was 
ever at the service of the oppressed, put the logic of the Duke's 
speech thus, — 

" It follows from henoe, and the Diike*8 ysry words 

Should be published wherever poor rogues of this Craft are. 
That weavers, once rescued from starving by Lords, 
Are bound to be starved by said Lords ever after." 




CHAPTER XII. 

Craftemen an^ fDercbant0. 

jyT would be a long story to tell of the contests that went on for 
%J centories between the merchants and craftsmen for supremacy 
in the afiairs of the Burgh, but some prominent events may be noted. 
We have referred to the discomfiture of the merchants in 1555, when 
the Queen mother put aside an Act of Parliament of that year which 
was meant to degrade the craftsmen, and how next year she, by 
Royal warrant, confirmed the Grafts of Perth in their ancient liberties, 
and in their privilege of having an equal voice in the Town Council. 
James YI. also, in 1591, confirmed their ancient liberties and privileges 
and their right *^ to sell and use merchandise as utheris merohandis 
of our realme." 

The privilege of the craftsmen to elect half the number of members 
of the Town Council was exercised by them till the year 1658, when 
an alteration was made. The Convention of Scottish Burghs had 
the state of the Perth Council brought before them that year. There 
had been in the Coimcil some controversies between the craftsmen 
and merchants, and, as the numbers were equal, the merchants were 
not having their wishes carried into effect. To secure this they 
appealed to the Convention, which body was composed of Commis- 
sioners from Burghs, in which craftsmen had only a minor place. 
These Commissioners being of the merchant class were naturally 
opposed to the position held by craftsmen in the Perth Council. 

The Convention sent the Commissioners of Edinburgh, Dundee, 
Stirling, and Linlithgow to visit Perth and compose the differences 
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existing. The Commiasionen came in May, 1658, but failed in their 
object. The oraftamen would not submit to the proposals made for 
their degradation. The settlement was then undertaken by the 
Convention, before which Andrew Butter, ProYost^ appeared for the 
, merchants, and Patrick Crie, Deacon of the Skinners, with the Clerk 
of the Hammermen, appeared for the craftsmen. The pleadings, 
answers, and replies, which had been made before the Committee of 
the Commissioners at Perth, were laid before the Convention, and 
judgment was given. In their judgment the Convention said, ''That 
having seen and considered the papers, together with the present 
constitution of the Magistrates and Council, and quality oi the 
persons whereof the same did consist, found the number of the Perth 
Council to be twenty-eight persons, whereof fourteen are merchants 
and fourteen are tradesmen, and that every second year the Treasurer, 
being a tradesman, makes them one more in voting than the 
merchants. To settle peace between the merchants and tradesmen 
of Perth, and to avoid all controversy thereanent in time comings 
they have statute and ordained that the number of magistrates 
and councillors be twenty-six, whereof fourteen be merchants and 
twelve craftsmen ; the wauker and weaver trades to be mme of the 
CounciL The twelve tradesmen to be one bailie, four councillors, and 
seven deacons. And as every second year the Treasurer is a tradea- 
man, in that year there shall be only three oouncill<M:s from the 
trades. The year in which a merchant was the Treasurer, the 
merchants to be also limited to fourteen, only to the Provost were 
given two votes, which made the votes of the merchants fifteen, as 
against twelve votes of craftsmen." By this arrangement the 
supremacy of the merchants was established. No class of men more 
likely to effect such a diange in the constitution or ^* sett " of the 
Burgh of Perth could have been found than the members of the 
Convention. As specimens of these^ take the four Commiasioners sent 
to Perth. There was one from Edinburgh, where there was a Council 
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of twenty-five penons, six of whom were deaoons and two craft 
oooncilloTB, the whole eight being elected bj the Council and not by 
the Totee of the Inoorporationa ; one from Dundee, which had a 
Ck>uncil of twenty members, three of whom were tradeamen; one 
from Stirling, with a Council of twenty-one, in which were seven 
deacons; and one from Linlithgow, with twenty-seven coxmcillors, 
of whom eight were craftsmen. In the eyes of these Commissioners 
the Town Council of Perth, with one-half of it craftsmen, must 
have seemed in an anomalous condition. 

The lengthened rule of Provost Threipland was one result of this 
increase of power to the merchants. The " Beautiful Order " was 
instituted, by which the merchants were bound unitedly to vote for 
their party. The first fruits of this system was a tyranny which 
ended in the rebellion of half the merchant coimciUors, who, with the 
craftsmen, di8|)laoed Threipland in 1675. For their own protection 
against the power now in the hands of the Provosts, the merchants 
resolved to bind eveiy Provost by an oath not to hold office longer 
than two yean in succession. 

After the encroachment on the privileges of the trades in the 
government of the Burgh, the Dean of Guild, as chief of the 
merchants, took upon him the office of searching the markets where 
the craftsmen expoaed their goods. The Dean from of old had 
searched the meal market^ but it was an arbitrary extension of his 
powers to interfere with articles presented by craftsmen for sale. 
The weakened power of the tradesmen in Council enabled him for 
some time to assume, without interruption, the office of searcher in 
general After the Revolution, for several years the Dean found 
searching impracticable. The Deacons were doing the work in 
spite of him. But in 1698, he determined to assert his power, 
and sent word to the Hammermen that he would search ''the 
present St. John's Market" The Hammermen met to consider 
the Dean's intimation, when they resolved thus — "The calling 
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unanimously oondesoend that the Deaoon and Tiaitora shall search the 
Mercat to-morrow in their ordinary way, and to disowne the Dean of 
Guild if he insist, and protest against him for incroaching upon the 
Hammermen's liberties." 

The most notable contest between these contending parties 
occurred in 1740, when the Craft side of the Council, having been 
joined by three of the merchants, elected a Provost and Magistrates 
who were not the nominees of the merchants. The validity of the 
election was immediately tested in the Court of Session, and after- 
wards in the House of Lords. In each court the decision was against 
the craftsmen. By a mistake in their tactics, the majority of the 
Council had withdrawn from the Council-room to another, 
leaving the minority behind them, who also elected a Provost and 
Magistrates. The law courts sustained the proceedings of the 
minority in the Council-room, and the Incorporations had to pay the 
law expenses. 

In 1783, conferences were held by the craftsmen of Edinburgh, 
Perth, and other Burghs with the view of obtaining from Parliament 
redress of their grievances. On 30th September there is a minute 
which commences thus — " The calling, taking into consideration that 
the present mode of filling up the Town Council of Boyal Burrows is 
dangerous to constitutional liberty, and not founded upon a fair and 
just representation." After that declaration of opinion, they appointed 
a committee that met with the delegates of the trades of other towns^ 
and by 15th January, 1784, the report of that committee was laid 
before the calling, when it was resolved, — First, '' That the present 
representation of the Trades in the Town Council of this Burgh iq 
unequal, and that the negative put upon them by the mode of filling 
up the Trades' Councillors from leets is arbitrary and unconstitutional; 
and that both these are grievances which ought to be corrected. 
Second, that this calling do earnestly wish to effectuate a reform of 
these grievances, and to promote every scheme tending to promote 



a measure so salutaiy, yet they consider it unsafe fully to adopt the 
plan laid down in the address of the citizens of Edinburgh ; nor do 
they think that the Trades of Perth can with propriety go into a 
system calculated for the Burrows at large, not only because the 
Trades of Edinbui^h stand upon a diflRsrent footing from Perth, but 
that in most of the other Burrows the Trades' share of political 
representation has always been different from those of this place. 
Third, although the calling cannot agree to any system whereby their 
weight may be sunk by regulations applicable to the Burrows at 
laige, yet they unanimously declare their full and hearty approbation 
of, and concurrence in, any rational plan of reform which shall be 
concocted by the Trades and Guildiy or citizens, provided always that 
a separate sett sh%ll therein be secured for this Burrow, and that the 
basis of the reform, so far as concerns the Trades, shall be laid upon 
a principle of parity betwixt the Trades and Guildry so as the ancient 
constitution allowing both an equal number of voices be restored, and 
the arbitrary control of the Town Councillors by filling up the 
Trades' Councillors from leets be removed as repugnant to the 
freedom of election." 

These are remarkable resolutions claiming " constitutional liberty," 
"freedom of election," '*fair and just representation," with protests 
against " arbitrary and unconstitutional " procedure that were drawn 
up by the Hammermen long before the French Revolution. 

The position taken up by the Hammermen for complete equality 
in the numbers of merchants and tradesmen in the Town Council 
rendered combined action with the Trades of Edinburgh and other 
Burghs impossible. Representatives from the Perth Incorporations 
met to draw up a bill for the reform of their Burgh, but the jealousies 
of the four small trades at the privileges of the three great trades 
prevented action. The Hammermen approved of a proposal for the 
restoration of the Weavers to their seat on the Council, but another 
dause received from them this condemnation — '*It is more 
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exceptionable and glaring, however, for the {rametB of this bill to 
pretend to Bink otir present political influence by reducing ourt 
and the other two great trades' representation to a mere parity with 
the lesser corporations, which the lesser corporations can have no 
reason to expect, nor would it be in the power of the Incorporation to 
grant." The calling declared their readiness " to concur in eradicating 
real evils from the constitution of the Burgh, but they meant to 
watch with anxiety over the most distant infringement of their 
privileges, which they wish to transmit unsullied to future generations." 
Thisy then recommended that the trades seek to have their 
councillors elected directly by the Corporations, without any leet or 
n^;ative from the Town Council, and that all persons qualified to 
vote at these elections, or to be elected, shall have been resident 
within the Burgh for twelve months, at least before voting. 

After many meetings of the representatives of the different trades, 
the movement for a new sett for the Burgh, to supersede that of 
1658, ended in failure. The first and last demand of the small ta^es 
was to deprive the great trades of their special privileges. Because 
the great trades woxild not consent to denude themselves of rights 
they had possessed for centuries, the small trades would not join 
heartily in an effort to obtain an equal number of craftsmen on the 
Council and the untrammelled election of their own representatives. 

The superiority in numbers of the merchants on the Council 
allowed them to assume an overbearing manner towards the trades. 
This was conspicuous on several occasions in their treatment of the 
Hammermen, who bore themselves with more independence than was 
relished, and had objected to the presentation of leets for councillors 
and bailies in whose elections they sought a direct voice. The 
Magistrates tried to thwart them. When there were two men in 
whom the Hammermen had confidence, both were put on the leet ; 
but when they wished a particular member to be elected, who was 
fitted by capacity and experience to represent them, a member not 
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difrtangnwhed for either of these qaalitieB would be placed along with 
him. The Magistrates on auoh an oocaaion would select the 
inexperienced. In the year 1819, at the time of election, the 
Hammermen sent in a leet for their councillor. One name was 
Oeoige Pentland, coachbuilder, and the other David Bodgie, black- 
smith. Pentland was a man of energy, an eztensiye employer, with 
a large business ; while Rodgie was neither fitted by education nor 
otherwise to undertake public business. He was a freeman, but un- 
fortunate. For several years he had been an eleemosynaiy, and acted 
as officer to the Incorporation. With these two men to choose from, 
the Magistrates and their majcmty of merchants selected David Rodgie 
as the better qualified to be a councillor. The day after Rodgie was 
selected, the Incorporation met to elect their Deacon, when the Galling 
by '' the unanimous votes of the freemen duly qualified by law " elected 
"George Pentland of Fairfield to be their Deacon." They then 
expressed their opinion of the majority of the Council : "The Hammer- 
men Incorporation of Perth consider the conduct of the self-elected 
junto of the Town Council, in attempting to keep out of Council one 
of their number, George Pentland of Fairfield, although the 
unanimous choice of the Incorporation to represent them in Town 
Council, to watch over not only the rights of the Hammermen, but 
also the rights of the community at large, and making choice of one 
they would consider a tool to suit their own purposes. The 
Hammennen Incorporation highly disapprove and censure the bta$ 
and partial conduct of said junto, and consider the time near at 
hand when such a rotten system with its votaries will be swept down 
the broad stair. The Hammermen Incorporation are still proud to 
have it in their power to show their independence of said junto by 
sending their unanimous choice in a fit person to the Council to take 
his seat free and unchallengeable, and to take his share in managing 
with fidelity the public interests, viz., the said George Pentland of 
Fairfield." 
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At the election of 1824^ the Hammermeii made up their leet lor 
counciUw, with the names of George Pentland, Deacon, and Alexander 
M<Farlane of the Foimdrj, who had been Bailie some years before. 
When the leet was presented, the Magistrates refused to reoeive it 
because the name oi the Deacon was on it. His term of office expired 
the following day, when a new election would take i^aoe. The 
Magistrates took high ground, and sought to exalt their authority. 
They demanded a sight of the books of the Incorporation, the names 
of the members, and the state of the funds ; but noneof their demands 
were attended to. The Incorporation had a memorial to Counsel 
prepared ; but the Magistrates appeared in the Court of Session as 
pursuers, with a plea that the deacon's name rendered the leet illegal. 
Ihe Hammermen engaged Mr. James Moncrieff and Mr. Andrew 
Skene, advocates. The Magistrates' pleas were repelled, and the case 
decided in favour of the Hammermen, the Magistrates paying the 
expenses. 

Another contest with the Town Council arose in 1825. In the 
leet for bailie of that year the first name was George Pentland, 
the second George Gibb. Gibb was a well-known, frequently 
hilarious, smith, who wrought as a journeyman. Traditions of Gibb 
were familiar to a past generation ; how the medal and chain of office 
were worn, not in the Magistrates' chair, but among boon convivial 
brethren. Some of these traditions have appeared in local literature. 
They need not be repeated, as they may not be true. Only this may be 
said : If they are true, they illustrate vividly the Magistrates' enmity 
to Deacon Pentland. 

On the 4th August, 1829, Deacon Pentland's son George entered 
the Incorporation, aged 21. He and his father were put on the leet 
for bailie on the 5th October that year. The Magistrates elected the 
youth. The Incorporation next day elected his father as deacon, 
that he also might be in the Council, a terror to the Magistrates. 
In addition to electing him to be deacon, a gold chain that cost thirty- 
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eight pounds sterling was ordered for him to wear while in office. 
The steadfast support given to Mr. Pentlaud in his contest with 
the Magistrates was creditable to the Inccnrporation. That the 
Magistrates, under the reign of the '' Beautiful Order,'' were capable of 
using their authority as they did shows how necessary it was to have 
the Burgh Reform Act of 1833, by which, to use the Hammermen's 
graphic figure, the '' rotten system with its Yotaries " were '' swept 
down the broad stair." 




CHAPTER XIII. 



Zbe 5ncorporation'0 flDeetittd^placee, 
ClctliBf anb Z)eacon0* 



lf£ETINQ-PLACE& 

^T is noteworthy that it was not until 1741 that the Inoorporation 
%J possessed a hall for their business meetings. In early times 
the meetings were most frequently held in the open air. In the 
sixteenth century it is recorded that the craftsmen met in the South 
Inch, in Drumhar, and '* in the buriaH," ^ in January, as well as in 
May and June. The palatial monasteries and churches could not be 
put to so humane a use as to protect these citizens from the frosts 
of winter, when they met to consult on the affidrs of the Graft, by 
which they lived. In the seventeenth century the clerks com- 
menced their minutes with such notices, '^Convenit in the South 
Inch, anent their aflBurs" (1610); *' Chaptourlie convenit betwixt 
the butts in the Greyfriara" (1628); <<in the Trades seat m the 
kirk;" "in Patrick Cow's dwelling-house" (1683); "in the West 
Kirk" (1684); "in the GuUd seat" (1689); "in the Town Council- 
house" (1694). In the eighteenth century there were no out-door 
meetings. Shelter was foimd in various places, till, for convenience^ 
a hall was provided. 



iThe "borian" was at the north and the eaat of the Old Church. 
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CLERKa 

The Clerks who wrote the early minutes were generally the Craft's 
chaplains. About the time of the Reformation^ several minutes were 
written by John Kynloch and James Davidsoun, both of whom we 
take to have been laymen, and to have been deacons. Thomas Burell, 
a priest) wrote the minutes before these two laymen, and is called '*Sir." 
Some time after the Reformation he resumed the office of clerk, 
signing himself " notarius." He was succeeded by John Anderson 
(who in 1584 made the copy of the old book), the son of a freeman 
blacksmith, and was entered in the Incorporation as such. His 
clerkship extended from 1577 to 1609. He wrote the minutes with 
a fulness of detail, in striking contrast to several of his successors. 
John Davidson, ^'notarius," followed, whose last minute is dated 
1649. On 4th October of that year, his son John made his first 
entry, recording the Michaelmas elections, and was in office till 1672. 
His grandson, Patrick Davidson, was Provost in 1702 and 1703, 
and took a kindly interest in the Incorporation. In 1710 he 
advanced 1000 merks to defend a law suit in the Court of Session, 
raised by the Convener Court to prevent the Deacon of the Hammer- 
men taking his seat in Council, because the year after the Union 
he demitted office rather than swear the oath of abjuration. The 
Convener Court was unsuccessful, and had to pay the expenses. 
The Provost's family became extinct in his son, who died unmarried. 

The next clerk was 'Walter Keir; then James Oliphant, Town 
Clerk, of the Gask family ; then William Patton, Thomas Moncrieff, 
"nottar " (1712), Gilbert Gardiner, Thomas Moncrieff, Town Clerk. 
In 1726, George Miller, also Town Clerk, was elected, and held 
office tin 1763. His son, Patrick, succeeded, but his coimection with 
the Craft was abruptly sundered in 1766, when Andrew Davidson, 
locally known as *' Black Wig," discharged the duties till 1813. 
Since then, George Christie, son of a freeman ; David Malcolm, writer ; 
Robert Macfarlane, Town Clerk, also son of a freeman 3 and James 
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Murray Honey have been clerks to the Incorporation ; and now David 
Keay, writer, diachai^ges the duties of clerk in a way that becomes 
the son of a Hammerman. 

DEACONS. 
The Deacons of whom there is record, are :— 

Constantine Arthur, ... ... 

David Sched, 

John Thorskaill, 

Robert Lowdian, 

Robert Robertsoun, alias Wynram,^ 
Dioneis Caveris, 



Andre Arther, 

Thomas Bryssoun, alias Bnnten,* 
Andro Dogleiss, saddler, 
Gilbert Retrav, 

James Beltan, 

David Kelour, 
John Kynloch, 

Aleimnder Audersouu, saddler, 
David Donaldsouu, ... 
WQliam Young,* lorimer, 
Andro Brydie, saddler, 
Jaines Davidsoun, lorimer, 
Patrick Inglis, saddler, 



1518 
1519 

1520, 1521 
1622 

1523, 1540 

1531, 1534, 1538 

1532 

1541, 1547, 1557 

1542 

1543 

1544, 1552 

1545, 1546 
1548, 1549, 1553 

1550 

1551, 1553 

1556 

1558 

1559, 1563, 1574, 1575, 1585, 1588 

1560, 1564, 1565, 1570 



iln the Council Reoards there Im an ordinaiice by tho Deaoons of Crafts in an arbitration 
between Robert Bobertaoim, Deeanu$ /abrorum, and Oeocg« Bow, bvother of said art, 
ordaining that any craftaman who 'diiiobeys his Deacon, ahall pay one atone of wax to St. 
John's altar, the like to hia own altar, without forgiveneea. In the Ouild Book, 1640, there 
is this entry— "To Robert Winram for fee in keeping the temporalis of the kirk, and dlcfatin 
of the braaen wark, SL 8s. 8d." 

nn the Guild Book, date 1546, there is this entry—" Thomas Brisone aUat Bunting, 
/abnr /enxirivt foetus e$t burgemU et eoi0uUi' gilde," 

8In the Guild Book, of date 1666, there is a notice of a WiUiam Youug, iiiJbtr forariuSt 
bujgess and guild brother. 
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Robert Golbart, alias Edmistoun, 1561,1577 

David Forbes, saddler, 1566, 1574, 1575, 1579, 1580 

Adam Denholme, goldsmith, 1567 

David Home, saddler, 1576, 1581 

William Inglis, saddler, ... 1582, 1583, 1584, 1590, 1591, 1592 

John Andersoun, 1586 

John OgUvy, saddler, 1593, 1594, 1598, 1599, 1600, 1603^ 1606, 

1616, 1626, 1627 

John Forbes, saddler, ... 1597 

Antony Maxtoun, 1601,1602 

Thomas Ramsay,^ goldsmith, 1604, 1605, 1606, 1607, 1608, 1609, 

1610, 1612, 1513, 1614 
Alexander Forbes, ... 1610, 1611, 1615, 1617, 1620, 1621, 1623 

John Flemyng, saddler, 1618,1619 

Robert Lithame, 1622, 1625, 1680, 1631, 1632, 1636 



Patrick Gray, saddler, 
William Rey or Rea, saddler, 

Oeorge Fleming, 

John Maxtoun, 

David Smith, 

Henri RoUo or RoUok, saddler. 



1623, 1624 

1628, 1629, 1640 
... 1633, 1634, 1635, 1639 

1637, 1638 

1641', 1642, 1643 
1644, 1645, 1646*, 1647, 1664 



John Chaip or Cheap, saddler, 1648, 1649, 1652, 1653, 1654, 1655, 

1656, 1659 

Oliver Forbes, 1650,1651 

Patrick Ramsay, 1657, 1658, 1660, 1661, 1662, 1663 

Matthew Cheap, saddler, 1665, 1666, 1667, 1668, 1670, 1671, 1675 
Robert Gardmer, goldsmith, 1669, 1673, 1674 



Un 1M7 the Guild Book has a neord of "IbomM BaniMy, /aber nurariut," bohig made 
» Guild teotlMr. 

flThe minute of election, 1640^ reede— ** In respect the meiet peirt of brathren axe out of 
town he naeon of the pleirne, the neeoon and effloe-bearera continued for another year." 
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Patrick Gow/ blacksmith, 1676, 1677, 1678, 1680, 1681, 1682, 1685, 

1684, 1685 

John Smith,> gunsmith, 1679, 1689, 1690, 1691, 1692 

John Henry,* 1686,1687,1688 

Patrick Mackewen, blacksmith, 1693, 1694, 1695, 1696, 1697, 1698, 

1699 

James Taylor, blacksmith, 1700,1701 

William Cargill, cutler, 1702, 1703, 1704 

Joseph Taylor, cutler, 1705, 1706, 1707, 1709, 1710, 1713, W14 
(No EUetum in 1715.) 

George Brown, pewterer, ... 1708 

Lawrence Reid, blacksmith, 1711, 1712, 1716*, 1718, 1719, 1720 

James Gray, blacksmith, 1716,1717 

Henry Graham, 1721,1722 

Ninian Gray, coppersmith, 1723, 1726, 1727, 1729, 1730, 1731 

1734, 1735 

James Scott, blacksmith, ... ... ... 1724 

Andrew Hamilton, blacksmith, 1725, 1728 

James Cheap, saddler, 1732,1733,1738 

Patrick Campbell, coppersmith, ... ... .. 1736, 1737 

Patrick Hally orHalley, coppersmith, 1739, 1740, 1741, 1742, 1746, 

1753, 1754 

William Crie, Preses,* 1743, 1760 

William Crie, Deacon, blacksmith, 1744 



1 Deacon Qow wu deprived of his office by order of the Privy Council In February, 1679, 
and John Smith held office till Miohaelmaw, and wm egmin elected. 

iThe Guild Book of 1572 has a record of a John Smith, fabtr ferrariuSf being made burgess 
*' fur haldyn of the townis artilyeiy, and to be gunner to the sohutlng of the samyn artilyery 
quhen tyme requires." 

BThe Graft's minute of 1888 reads, " As he was nominat with the rest of the Ksgistrates, 
Towne Counsell, and Deacons the last year, be the King's Majestie he is continued be ane 
wanrant of the Privle Gounsell, as well as the rest, until his Mi^estie's tardar pleasure be 
known." 

* Lawrence Betd, elected Deacon in April, and again in October. 

B On account of irregularities in the elections, there were no Deacons in these years. 
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(On aeocnaU of Bebellum^ no Election in 1745.) 



Walter ManluJl, saddler, .. 
James Gray, blacksmith, 
James Sim, blaoksmith, 
David Gray, blacksmith, 
David Toung,^ coppersmith, .. 
John Shedden, blacksmith, .. 
William M^ey, sacldler, 

William Toimg, watchmaker, 

David Bisset, watchmaker, Preses (a disputed election), 

David Bisset, Deacon, 

David Moncrieff, blacksmith, 
James Chrystie, gunsmith, . . . 
James Greig, watchmaker, ... 
Hugh Livingston, saddler, ... 
William Morris, blacksmith, ... 
John Gray, blacksmith, 
Robert Mensiee, coppersmith, 

George Pentland, coachbuilder, 
James Christie, gmismith, 
William Square, blacksmith, 
James Douglas, coppersmith, 
William Ritchie, goldsmith, ... 
William Marshall, cutler, 
James Brown, coppersmith, ... 



1747, 1748 

1749 

1761, 1752, 1756, 1766, 1767 

1768 

1769, 1760 

1761, 1768 

1762, 1763, 1764 

1766 

1766 

1767 

1769, 1770, 1779 

1771, 1772 

1773, 1774, 1775, 1776 

1777, 1778 

1780, 1781 

1782, 1783 

1784, 1785, 1786, 1787, 1788, 1789, 

1790 

1791, 1792, 1793 

1794, 1795, 1796, 1797, 1798, 1799 

1800, 1801, 1802, 1803 

1804, 1805 

1806, 1807, 1808 

1809, 1810, 1811, 1812 

1813, 1814, 1815, 1816 



iDftTld Toung flUed the office of Tradoe BaiUe In 1761 end 1765 ; then held a lease of a farm 
on DuppUn estate, and afterwards acted as a land siirreyor. In 1785 he publiahed a volume of 
Banys on Agriculture, and in 1788 another volume on the same subject The essays are of 
interest as early efforts after scientific farming. They treat also of social questions, such as 
"The best method of preventing emigratlont" to prevent which he recommended the 
erection of villages, with from 3^ to 10 acres of laud to each cottage, thereby to rear a 
robust, prosperous, and contented people. 
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Neil Ferguson, saddler, 


1817, 1818 


George Pentland, second, ooachbuilder, 


1819, 1823, 1829 


John Brown, saddler, 


1820, 1821 


Patrick Wallace, coachbuilder, 


1822 


William Hutchison, blacksmith, 


1824, 1825, 1826 


James Cant, watchmaker, 


1827, 1828 


Robert Greig, goldsmith, 


1830, 1831 


James H. Jackson, watchmaker, 


1832 


Robert Ancell, gunsmith, ... 1833, 


1836, 1836, 1837 


John Lindsay, plumber, 


1834 


Charles Shedden, watchmaker, 


1838 to 1871 


Charles Conacher, smith and farrier. 


1872, 1873, 1874 


David Mackie, plumber, 1875, 1876, 


1877, 1878, 1879 


Colin A. Hunt, nominally of the " blacksmith art," " 


1880, 1881, 1882, 




1883, 1884 


John Stewart, nominally of the "smith and farrier art,"* 1885, 1886, 




1887, 1888 




^ipj 


ft 


- 


< 

1 






1 These wore the " arts " of their prodoeossors, through whom they daimod a hereditary 


coimoction with the iDcorporution. 




Ermluin.— On page cxjc., for James Gray, Deacou, intt-1717, read "John Gray, 1717." 
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i"AC-SIMIL£ OF WRITING ON THE FLT-LXAF OF MINUTE BOOK. 

1584. 



XCbe f l^ Xeat 



THIS BOOK is the oldest record of the Inoorporation that 
remains. The first entry in it is dated 1518, and the last 
1744. The Inoorporation, believing that some light may be thrown 
on the social arrangements and local history of the Craftsmen of the 
City, have decided on printing the first fifty years of the minutes 
of their Craft In writing these, the clerks have used a number 
of contractions; but, for easier reading, the contracted words are 
generally printed in full. 

The obsolete forms of <'ye' and *'yat" are rendered ''the" and 
" that|" except in the copy of the writing by William Lauder on fly- 
leaf ; " u " and " w " are used interchangeably. 

At some period the Book has suffered from bad usage. Mice 
have eaten holes through several of its pages, but the paper is still 
good, and the earlier clerks have left fine specimens of their art. 
The boards in which it is bound are wood, covered with leather, now 
very dark. The four comers of each board are protected by brass 
plates, rivetted; a brass clasp holds the book tightly closed. On 
the centre of one of the boards is a biass plate, on which are engraven 
the crown and the hammer, the old insignia of the Craft The 
leather has been elaborately embossed, but the designs and figures of 
animals, which once showed the taste of the binder, have become 
nearly imperceptible. 

The Book itself was made in the year 1584 ; the minutes in it 
dating from 1518 to that year are copied out of " ye auld buik " by 
" Johne Andersoun, at command of ye haiU Craft." 



The maker of the Book was a member of the Craft. On the fly-leaf 
there is written in his own hand, in artistic caligraphy, this notioe of 
his entry as master : — ''Enterit William Lauder, burgees of Pearth, 
as maiBter joynit with Graft of the Halmermen as buike binder 
and pearcheament maker, anno domini 1583 yeirs. WiUiam Inglis, 
saidlair, Dekin for the tyme to the said Craft. At Pearth ye first of 
June, 1584. yeirs. 

" The Lord increase the laythfull flok 

With strenih to dr»w into hie yoke.** 

r- 
Then follow these lines — 

" Lykees, I thie have writtin with my hand 
I aall defend the honestie of yat bande 
With lyfe «nd geir, qubilU Qod do on me oaU. 
Praying to Qod to keep ws frome all thrall, 

' And ak at length to bring wa to hie glolr 
Unto hiB kingdome qlk leetie for erermoir. 
Wiering to Qod, that erer with yow remane 
Fayth, houp,'and cheratie, without diadane. 

« William Lauobb, with my hand." 

Another. hand, probably near the time, has written below Lauder's 
signature — '^ioie churlene carle of ye band." 

' The bod^biuder who wrote these lines gives evidenoe of having 
received a good education. The Grammar School of Perth was 
famous in the 16th century. Professor Cosmo Innes, in his '^Scotland 
in the Middle Ages,", observes that a large proportion of the scholars 
must have consisted of the burgher and peasant class. The Hammer- 
men Book bef6re the Beformation shows that very few of the masters 
could write their names; but- towards the end of the century the 
signatures of several of them are quite clerkly. 





On th^ inner side of the fly-leaf, the clerk who copied '' Ihe auld ■ 
bulk " has a metrical address to the ^* brother.'' It runs as .follows : — 

** To his brother the Hammermen of the Burgh of Per^i, J*. JL 
desytit grace and pace from God to continew for eyir!'! ' ' 

" The Lord bliflB all the companie - . 

With sittoere Itif and cheretie, * ' . . . • ' 

IS^yaDd the Lord Ommpotent ' ^ '' ,;.•..-' 

That we him serve with trew intent • • "/ •' 

Quhill we ar heir leifand with }yit, 

• Hq win m keip frome stiirt and gtryfe. 
Atid efter this lyf e endit be . 

To ryng^ with him etenialie. 

" BequeetiAg yow, my brether ally •■"•..■.", 

Baith gret and sma' in general!; ' 

That "ye will attentive eir* • ". • 

Oonrider your atatuttis and leir,* . . " 

• Set down into this prettie bulk; • . - . 
As mirrour quhairin ye 8ul<ii luJk, - • ' , 

Maid be aatient men (rf auld- * . ■ <-•*.' 

Quha k^pit thame trow and efflsJd.* - ; 

" Besyrand'yow to 4o the same 

• To your gr^ honour and £^t ftujiid} V 
Qiiha sail be callit thair ppogenie, 

. F^Iowand th^ futstepjiSs verelipf . , « 

in wark, in word> and ip thaif cLeid, . 
Than of gret God ye sail half meid* * ' " .' 

To your praise everlastingUe, , * - 

And lawde of your posteritife. .'.•... ' • . , . 

" Quhairfor as now pres gif.ye can . . • . . •' ■ 

Keipand your place callit the man,^* ' 
And nocht tor suffer yowr ^tatuttia auM 



%,:• r. 





Be brokin ; ite (my dar be aa bauM, 
BotpuniBhit let thame be-thairfoir, ' 
• Qtthat atait he be baith leas and moir, 
Xercy to thame that will repent 
' An^ jttBtioe to utherLs with torment.. 

!' Quha maliciouBUe gaoMtandU • 
; Your etatuttiB maid be your bommandifl, 
And will noeht thim<D ob^ arydht, 
Let ihame be pumahitin your sycht 
Swa^ atherb aaU ezampQl tak. 
And of your atatuttiB na mokiBg mak; ' 
• Than sail ye behaldin a^en rydbt VyM^ 
' And prayriit Ayne^ with m9ny ftyse.^ ' 

** UTo. moir a* n6w. bob haif gude ny eht ■ 
. Oil I half apokin th^t is nocht ryoht, 
I am oonteift it be amendit 
• thia Bchort raymdnt^ for now I endit^* ' 
Pray and yqw in* gude part tak it : 
■ For Weill I wat it win be laldt.* 
. ' Add of Bic thingis I huf no uae,^ . 
Quharfot, I pray yow meezcuae. * . . 
•ffima / 



'J. AlCDK|t80inL'' 



The same hand has written— 



** To the Lord, be all g^; . 

■ For now and evir inoir, . 
^Amen. laajrfoirm^' 
Go^, (^t uB.chevetie." 



iSo. ^WiflB^ sXftoHrards. 4Trltmtea df p^kiae. •^top. .«Defialant. TNopcaottoe. 




/•^c., 



tTbe 



Dammermen JSoofe. 



^Mirfr 



The Extraot.of thb HAHMBRMitKis Buik, extractit furth of 
their Auld Bulk of the dait 1518 yeri^ Constantine 
Arthur hem^ Dekyn for the tyme, of the statutis and 
ordinances thairin oontenit. 

The just copie.of the Auld Buik as foUowis. Wreting be 
Johne Andersoun, at command of the hailt Chraft. 

^l^iHE twentietwa. day of Aprile the yeir of God ane thowsand 
^DTT fjrve hundreth and auchtene yeris. The Dekyn and haill 
^^^ brother of ye foirsaid Hammermen Craft hes devysit, oom- 
mMidit and ordenit, devysis, commandis and ordenis, That in tylne. 
cumfaig, that guhat maister or brether of Craft ressetts or fte& ane 
uthir mannis servand, ethir prenteis orfea!!,^ and giffis him ony wark 
or lawbour without that he be dischairgit of liis . maister qukome to 
he was feall or prenteids, and leif askit at him, or quha that takis ane 
uther man's boith over his haid without hip* leiif, or.that hyohtishim^n 
till his taiailL' And attour that thair sail be na briber sending te 



iHired workman. ^Hyehti* maill—BkiaeM ront. 
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Wftrk that ane uther hes tane under hand to wirk, nor sail tak or call 
upone ony maner of merchand furth of his brotheria and nyohtbours 
boith to cume to his, without he cume of his awin fre wilL And sail 
not intromet with the geir that he hes bocht or jit maid oonditioun 
oj^ quhill that he be dischairgit. We ordein all with ane consent 
and assent that quhat brother or maister beis found culpable or giltie 
in ony of thir poyntts in the premisses as said is, that be sail pay 
ane stene of walz^ onforgi£Gin within fifteen days to Sanot Eloyis 
lyoht. And this We ordenit and ordenis and makis to be knawin to 
stand in all tyme ouming. 

THE PLATABIS ON CORPUS CHRISTIE DAT, AND QUHAT MONEY BALL 
BE PAYT TILL THAME — THAT IS TO SAT : 

Item in primiid till Adam — ^vjd' ; and Eva — vjd. Sanct £loy — vjd. 
The Marmadin — ^viijd". The DevUl — viijd; His Man — iiijd. The 
Angell and .the plerk — ^rjd. Sanot Erasimus — viijd. The Gord- 
drawer— viijd. The King — ^xijd The thre Tormentours, iijs. The 
best'baner [bearer] — ^xijd. The uthir [banner bearer] — ^yjd. The 
stule berer and 'the hames — ^vd. The DevilUs Chepman — ^viijd. 
Till Robert Hart for vestiment — ^iiijd. Item for [blank in MS] — 
ijd. Item .to the menstrell — ^ijs. Subscryvit be 

COKBTANTINE ARTHUR, DckyU. 

* The zi day of 9aUi« 

The Dekyn and maisteris and sdl the brethet of the Craft hea 
Ordenit and oommandit that in tymes cuming frn ihe d3it of this 
praentwret that thairsfdl be naprenteis tane in tiU this Graltin 
tyme cuming for the gude of the Craft and honour of 8anct Eloy^ hot 
he sail pay twa marks and'ane hal^ and till 'his upset sex markia. 
And gif tl^e upsetter be ane dutmaii he sail pay sex markis, and not 
tQ be. set to wark untill the Dekyn be satisfeit qf ony prenteis. 



iWaK. - ^Ifonaor Jft flVkfeerad In tUfeoan- aumteft|*k €^ub-^v>1, . dd. ; vijjd, 8d. 
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Item refisayit that samyn daj in till the Inche,^ 
Item resaftyit upone Sanct Erasmus day. 
Item ressavit apone Sanct Tobits day, 
Item ressayit fra Robert Lowdien of brod' silver, 

Item fra Moreis, 

Item ira Johne Lowdien, 

Item, fra Dayid Kelour, 

Itran fra Williame Hudsoun, 

Item ressavit of brodis silver" upone Midsomer day,* 
Item ressavit upon Sanct Eloyis day^ in till the kirk. 
Item ressavit upone Sanct F ss day, 



xxxvs. 

xijs. 

zxviijd. 

xijdi. 

iijs. 

xxvid. 

iijs. ijd. 

zxizd. 

xlis. 

xliijs. 

iijs. ijd. 

zxs. 

iijs. ixd. 



Item ressavit fra Findlay Goldsmyth for his prenteis, .. 
Item ressavit of Sanct Eloyis stok in the kirk, ... 

The ziy day of Kay. 
Item giffin for brokin silver* to the relict veyand^ vi. unce 

and ane half, the sowme of iiijlis. xa. viijd* 

Item giffin till Findlay Goldsmyth, zzd. 

Item giffin in till the Kirk upone Sanct Erasmus day, .... iijs. iiijd*. 
Item giffin for ganging with the broddis at Midsomer, ... iiijs. vid. 
Item till our awin cheplan sancstaris of the queir 

servand of the kirk upone Sanct Eloyis day, ... vijs. 

Item for valx^ againe Sanct Eloyis day and the making 

of it, fls. ijd less. 

Item giffin till Sir" Johne Fargissoun, ... iiijs. iiijd. 

Item for the bwik, ... .... • ijs. 

Item to the playaris upone Corpus Christie day in aU thingis, xvs. 

Comptit and recknit of all things, ... xxis. 

A wand and restand to the Bekyn, ... vd. 



iSouth laeh, the meettng pUboo of tlie eraft >B<wrd ; wooden diah far ooUacting maMisr. 
•Money collected with the boards. <S4th June. ^Ist December. 
fPlecee of eUirar to make aome ornament to the relia, for making which, we preaame, 
Findlay OoidnnytilL got 80b. 

TWelghlng. flWaz. •**&&" l» the title of a prieat-one of thtf <* Fdpe'a SnlghtL*. 
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Item deliverit to Sir Robert Sohed, xHji. iiijd. 

Item deliyerit lor ane infltrament upone the Belik, Vjne, iiijd. 

Item for aae pound of thair part, iija. 

Item resaayit of brod silver fra Williame Walteir, . . . zxvi jd. 

Item resaayit fra Williame Stowp, zxrijd. 

Item resaayit fra the potter, xxviijd. 

Item reesayit fra Thome Donaldsoun of brod silyer, ... zyiijd. 

Item resaayit fra Johne Kynloch, xzyd|. 

Item resaayit upone Lambea day,^ xyid. 

Item ressayit fra ane gentillman in offerand, iiijd. 

Item ressayit fra Dayid Lorimer, rvijd. 

Item ressayit fra Dayid Smyth, ziijd. 

Item ressayit fra NeiUie Smyth, xxyid« 

Item ressayit fra Thome Galloway of brod silyer, ... yiijd. 

Item ressayit upon Sanct Johnes day in hervest,* ... yid. 

Item ressayit fra Peter Lorimer, yd|. 

Item ressayit fra Andro McKendell of brod silver, ... iiijd. 

Item ressayit fra Thomas Saidler of brod silver, ... vijd. 

Item ressavit fra Dame, vd. 

Item ressavit fra Wy xd. 

Item ressavit fra James Beltan, vd. 

Item ressayit fra Johne Scot upon Sanct Lukis day,* ... zd. 

Item ressavit fra Williame Kynloch, yd|. 

Item ressavit fra Coventre and Johne Scot of fre silver at 

Fowlis, xixd. 



tLunbet Day. This name looks as if it rof erred to a custom obserred at the Oathednl 
of York of bringing a lamb as an offering cm 1st August On that day in Fag»n times * 
festlTal was kept for the first fruits of the banrest Christians oontlnued the festlvaL It 
was known as Loafmaa Day, from » loaf being * usual offering at Ohuroh— now called 



^The 29th August: the day on wfaida John the Baptist's head was presented to a lady, 
called his «« decoUAtlon day." 

>6t Luke the Bvangeiist's Day, 18th October ; patron of patnten. 
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Item reesayit fra Andre Peinoun, Tijd. 

Item reeeavit Ira David Saidler of brod silyer, Tijd|. 

Item reeeavit fra Andro Femie, Tid. 

Item reeeavit fra Johne Balhmgrie of brod silver, ... iiijd. 

Item resaavit fra Thome Cowp, vijd. 

Item reesavit at Andersmes fra Goventrie, vijd. 

Item ressavit fra Jamee Hudaoun, vid. 

Item resaavit upone Sanot Eloyis day in the kirky ... xztb. viijd. 

Item resaavit fra Sir Andro Trippia of pirple aervioei ... ijs. 

Item resaavit forth of Triduauis atok, xxd. 

Item resaavit fra Johne Soot, zzvijd. 

Item deliverit the queirataria that aang mesa on Sanot 

Eioyia day in the Kirk, iija. 

Item tOl Sir Robert for hia aervioe upon Sanct Triduania 

and Sanct Eioyia day, xliiijd. 

Item till the Cheplania that aaid meaa in the morning, ... xvid. 

Item to Neill Gilbert and Hart for thair aervice, ... zijd. 
Item till Sir Williame Davidaoun for twa torchia, ane roll 

twa pritalla and Impia,^ ... zxa. 

Item for quhyt oandill vid. 

Item to the pure' folkee, ... iijd. 

Item reaaavit fra Thome Young, xia. 

Item till Galloway deliverit, ziiija. 

Item to the clerk, va. 

Item to the torcheia ... ... ... xvija. 

XTltimo Januarii comptit and teknit of all comptia bygane to the 
dait of thia present wret, diachairgit. 

CONSTANTTNE ARTHUR. 

Anno Dni milleaimo Vc zix yra mens Vero maii penultimo. 
David Sched, Dekyn pro anno inatant. 



iVarious lights for chui«h a«iTio«. sPoor. 



Item refisayit fra Johne Duram the Setterday foUowaad 

the dait above wreting of brod Bilyer, yd. 

Item the nixt Setterday resaayit fra Thomas Saidlair, ••• xvijd^. 

Item resBavit fra Andro MacKewen, viijd. 

Item fra Thomas Ck>wp, zyd. 

Item ressavit fra Johne TailyeouTy xviijd. 

Item fra Andro Kelour, zviijd. 

Item fra Robert Lowdien ... ... ... ... ... zizd. 

Item fra Moreis, xiiijd. 

Item fra Johne Lowdlen, ... ... zyd. 

Item fra Dayid Man, zid. 

Item fra Williame Hudsoun, iiijd^. 

Item fra Johne ThorskaiUy zijd. 

Item fra Andro Arther, ... ^TJ^^i- 

Item fra Thome Donaldsoun, id^. 

Item fra Johne Kynlochy ... Tiijd|. 

Item fra David Lorimer, vijd. 

Item fra James Sched, ziijd. 

Item fra Neill Smyth, ixd^. 

Item fra Peter Lorimer, xd. 

Item fra Andro MacKewen, ... vid. 

Item fra Thomas Saidlair, ijd^. 

Item fra Robt. Robertsoun, xid. 

Item fra Johne Daram, ixd^. 

Item te Williame Kynlochi vijd. 

Item fra Andro Peirsoun, iiijd^. 

Item fra myself, vd. 

Item fra Andro Femie, iijd^ 

Item fra Thomas Cowp, vd^. 

Item fra Crawfurd. vid. 

Item fra John Tailyeour, ixd. 

Item fra Andro Kelour, xiijd. 
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Item fra Andro Lowdiaiii xxid. 

Item fra Morels Smyth, xxxiiijd. 

Item fra John Lowdian, ... iijs. vid. 

Item fra David Mann, ... ... ... zzd. 

Item fra William Hudsoun, xijd. 

Item fra John ThoiBkaill, xijd. 

Item Andro Ariher, xid. 

Item Bmiken Potter, vijd. 

Item fra Thomas Donaldsown, ixd. 

Item fra Johne Smyth, vijd. 

Item fra John Kynloch, ... vd^. 

Item fra David Lorimer, ... ixd^. 

Item fra Neill Smyth, ... xijd. 

Item fra ... ... ... ... ... xxd. 

Summa, xlvijs. iijd^. 

Ressavit alsua in this yeir with the broddis in tymes of Midsomer 
and Andersmess markatts : — 

Item in the first, gottin with four broddis on Midsomer 
day last bypast in the market and on the mome of 

fre silver, xxvis. 

Item gottin with ane brod in the market on the mome 

and Sanct Eloyis day of fre silver, ... iiijs. id. 

Item gottin ane Sanctis day in harvest of fre silver, ... 

Item gottin on Andersmess^ evyn and the mome in the 
market and on Sanct Eloyis day' on the mome of 

fre silver, iiijs. 

And alswa gottin with the brod, the outmarkets : — 

Item in the first, gottin in Dunkell on Sanct Gomes day,* xxijd. 



iNoTember 80tih. iDeoember lot 

BSt. Gomes (St. ColumbaX founder and fint Abbofc of lona, and chief of the early 
miflslouaries to the people in the West and North of Scotland. His day Is 9th June, having 
died on that day in 697 A.tK 
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Item at Michaelmes' fair gottin with the brod of fresilveri zziijd. 

Item the Market of Donjng of fre silYer, ... ... yijd. 

Item the fair of Kjnroes with the brod, xvid. 

Item in Fowlis at the market gottin with the brod, ... zzrid. 

Item gottin at'Sanct Patriks market with the brod, ... ziijd. 

Item ressavit fra Sir Andro Trippis of pirle ailyer, ... xiijd. 

Summa, xlvs. iiid|. [The exact sum entered is 44a. Id.] 

Gottin with the Brod in the Kirk on our patronia dayis in this 
yeir instant : — 



Item in the first on Sanct Elloyis day in the kirk with the 

DxOCl| .«• ■•• ... ... ..• ... ... 

Item on Sanct Erasmus* day in the kirk, 

Item on Sanct Sereffis' day with the brod in the kirk. 

Item on Sanct Tridualis day with the brod in the kirk 

of fre silver, 

Item on Sanct Eloyis^ day the motne efter Andersmes 

day gottin in the kirk of fre silver, 



Tid. 
iiijs. 

vis. 

▼iijs. 
xixs. 



l»th September. The feettval day of St Micheel and aU the Angels. At MU 
when theee spiritual guardians of men were fSted. the local but real guardians— the 
magistrates— were elected. St. Michael both In Scripture and story is famed as a maitlal 
prince. In the middle ages he was represented as bearing a banner hanging from a eroas ; 
and the buckler which he bore in his war with Lucifer in heaven was long exhibited in a 
church in Normandy. 

iSt. Brasmus, a nuutyr of the 4th century, whose festival day was 2nd June. One of 
the services he was held able to render, in old times, was to core the colic. 

•St Servanus (St. Serf), an early teacher of Christianity. His name is connected with 
Culrofls and Lochleven ; famous as a worker of miracles ; cured the blind, lame, and dumb; 
killed A ferodoufl drsgon, which at Dunning destroyed men sad cattle ; frightened the devil 
by his touch ; convicted a thief who had stolen a sheep and eaten It, by causing the sheep to 
bleat In the thief s throat His day is SOth April. 

^t EUgius, Bishop of Noyon, died 659 a.Dw His festival is on Deoember Ist He waa 
a canning worker in metab before he entered .the church, and baa been honoured as the 
pateon of smiths over Europe. Where companies of smiths had an altar, it was dedicated to 
St Bloy. His imago with the craft symbols of the crown and hammer, and usually bearing 
some finished piece of work, stood at the altar. Sir David Lindsay represents the image as 
he saw it in the churches, thus— 

" Sanct Eloye he doith stait^ stand 
Ane new horse shoo in tyll his hand.."~VoL 1, p. Sll. 



THB HAMMBRMBN BOOK. 



Item on Sanct Kessoun's day in the kirk with the brod 

of fre silver, ... ... ... iiijs. 

Item gottin on Gad Fryday at the alter with the relik 

of £re silver, zis. ijd. 

Item takin furth of the stok at the alter that samyu (Uy, ziiijd. 

Item befoir takin furth of the samyn stok, ... ... xxd. 

Item reasavit te Johne Lowdian of annuel, vis. viijd. 

Summa, iiijlis. ziiijd. 



And alsua ressavit in this instant yeir of upsetts and prenteschipis: — 

Item in primis fra David Kelour's man of his upsett, v. marks. 

Item fra WiUiame Kynloch's prenteis, ... ii. marks. 

Item ressavit fra Thomas Young of remains of his boith 

upsett, ... ... xxs. 

Item ressavit fra Andro Caskyn, xxs. 

Summa, vjlis. xiijs. iiijd. 

Item in pirle silver fra Andro McKewen, iiijs. vd^. 

Item ressavit fra Andro Femie, xijd. 

Item te Neill Smyth, xxijd. 

Item fra Johne Thorskaill ... iijs. ijd. 

Summa^ xs. iiijd^. (10s. 5^d.) 
Summa totalis oompositi, iiijs. vd^. 

The penult day of yeir of God Jai Vc xx yeris comptit and rekuit 
the Dekin and craft, and the compt above wretiu dischairgit. 
And restand of fre silver in the box, the Vitsounday mark of annuel 
payt to the cheplen, iiij marks iiijs. vid. with ane pound of wax 
deliverit to the craft. And vi. marks lyand upone Andro Kelour's 
study, for ane half mark of annuel to be payt yeirlie to the craft ay 
and quhill that the said vi, marks be deliverit to them agane. 

Anno Dni miUesimo Vc. xx. 



Th« teoMuid dfty •£ Jum. 

Item reB8a\it fra Andro McKewen of bis brod sUver, ... zviijd. 

The third day of June. 

Item procurit in the kirk upone Sanct Erasmus day, ... Yijs. 

The nynt day of Jane. 

Item ressavit ira Thomas Saidlair of bis brod silver, xiiijd. 



The ziy day of Jane. 

Item gadderit about the town to fumeis^ the play afoir 
the procession, 

The zzim day of Jane. 
Item ressavit and procurit in the kirk upone the transla- 
tioun day of Sanct Eloy, 

The z day of June. 

Item ressavit fra the Dekyn of his brod silver, 

The zztI day of June. 

Item procurit in the market be the broddis, 

The flnt day of July. 

Item ressavit fra James Beltan of his brod silver, 
Item procurit on Sanct Sereffis day in the kirk, 

Item ressavit fra John Lowdian, 

Item ressavit fra Andro Kelour, 

Summa, iijlis. xviiis. vid^. 

The compt above wretin comptit and reknit, dischairgit and allowit 
the sext of July. 



T8. viijd. 



. xviijs. fre. 

ijs. 

.xxviijs. vijd. 

xxixd^. 
VB. vid. 

xld. 

xld. 



Item to Sir Robert Konaldsoun for the copie of the 
simmiounds and for the wreting of the procuration 
and his seill to it, ... ... 



xvid. 



iPumlsh. 
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Item to Davidsoun for the copie of the inventour with 

the cytacioune, ... iiijd. 

Item to Kjttie Quhyt for the banner mending in David 

Saidlair^s tyme, and now of the new, viijd. 

Item to maieter JohneSpens at tweyss,^ iiijs. 

Item for ane letter of sununoands, ... xxxd. 

Item for half ane pound of walx makyng on the prik' and 

for ane roll making, ... xxixd. 

Item for ane instrument on Corpus Christie day at evin, iiijd. 

Item for braid and vynOi iiijd 

Item for the leasing of the rest of the smyddie coll, ... zijd. 

Item for Sanct Erasmus cord, ... ... ... ... iijd. 

Summa, xxixs. iijd. 
Summa of the oompt above wreting dischairgit and allow it. 



Item deliverit to Thome Dochglie for his passing to 
Sanct Androis, ••• ... ... ... 

Item deliverit of the weik's penny, 

To maister John Spens for his fee, 

Item to bring hame the commissioun, 

Item to Andro Sooty 

Item for ane poynt* of vyiic, 

Item to Sir Thomas Paule for the artikles of the com- 
missioun, .•• ••• ••• ••• 

Item for the production of the commissioun to the clerkis, 

Item to Andro BlyndseQl for ane bill of complaint wry ting 
to the pryour of Soone, and twa uther bills, 

Item for twa horss feis to Sanct Androis, 

Item to our expensis and to Mr. Johne Spens' discohnc,* 



vs. 

ijs. 



ijs. 
xvid. 
viijd. 

vs. 

vis. 

xvid. 

vs. 

ixs. 



lAttwotiiDM. 8A skewer or spike. *Plnt. ^Diejune— breakfast . 
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Item quhen Maister John Spens was in this town into 

yyne, ... ... ... ... ... ... vis. 

Item to Thome Dowchlye, vs. 

Item for the clathis weshing, ... vid. 

Item to Thome Gardiner for half ane pound of Impis 

awand, ... ... ... xxTd. 

Item to Thome Dowchlye, ijs. 

Item to Ejttie Quhjt for the claithes mending, ... iiijd. 

All the compt above wreting allowit and diachairgit. 

The Craft awand the Dekyn xijs. ixd. 

Deliverance. 

Item to Andro Scot, ... ... ... xis. 

Item for V quarteris of Ijning claith^ to be ane pokeit to 

the chellis,' and hand towells, and for the making of 

thame, xxd. 

Item to Thome Dowchlye, iijs. 

Item to Sir Robert Ronaldsoun, iiijd. 

For the copie of the inventour with the cytacioune, ... 

Item to Sir John Fargybsoun, ... xld. 

Item to Andro Blyndseill for the copie of the transsumpt,* iijs. 

Item to Williame Hudsoun for the chelleis almorie,^ ... ijs. 

Item for ane Key to the Boiss lock of the almorie, ... xijd. 

Item deliverit to Mr. Johne Spens at twa tymes, ... vis. 

Item for candill at Andersmes, vid. 

Item for candill to the sterae,' ... iijd. 

Item to Duchlie for sindi-ie tymes passing to Sanct 

Androis, ... ... ... ... ... ... ijs. 

Item for ane quarter of ane pound of walx to Sir Robert 

Kolour, xiijd. 



iLinen doth. <Chftlice— Oommmiion Cup. K)op7 of legal document. 
«A preM to hold the chnlioe. fiStar. 
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Item till Maister John Spens, ... vs. 

Item for inventour with acceptation, \js. 

Item to the Dekjnis ezpensiB and Sir Robert Kelours, zijs. ijd. 

Item to Thome Gardiner for four torchis making, . . . xxxrd. 

Item for twa half pound of walx and the making, ... iiijs. id. 

Item for twa pound of walx, viijs. 

Item for the commiasioun, ijs. 

Item to Sir Thomas Paule for the examinin the witness 

and the depositionis of the samyn, ... ... ... xxTiijd. 

Item for the production of the samjn in Sanct Androis, iijs. 

Item till Maistor John Spens, \J8. 

Item till Thome Dowchlie, ... .. iiijs. 

Item till Sir Robert Saidlair, ... ... vis. viijd. 

Item for my hors cost to Sanct Androis, and my awin 

expensis and Constantines, and till our procurators 

collationis,^ ... xvijs. 

Item to Sir Robert Saidlair upone Sanct Eloyis day, ... viijd. 

Item for ane bill of complaint making in Sauct Androis, xyid. 
Item till Constantino Arthur and Sir Robert Kelour for 

their horsis cost and expensis in Sanct Androis, ... xxis. 
Item till Gonstantine Arthur for the staits giffin of the 

annuels and for his trarell to Sanct Androis at the 

command of the Craft, ... ... xxs. 

Item for ane salmond fysche till maister John Spens, ... xld. 
Item for vi^ instruments taking and notes upone Sir 

Robert Saidlair sundrie tymes, viij plaks. 

Item for candill upon Chyris' Thuirsday in the kirk, ... iiijd. 

Item for oile to ye stame, ii\js. 



lCk>nsultati<ms. sChyrb ; in Old Engliah, Shere Thursday, also called Holy Thursday, 
aiid Maundy Thursday— the day before Good Friday. Some people pretend to imitate Christ 
by washing the feet of paupers on that day. The Queen on Maundy Thursday glTee alms or 
*' maunda " to as many poor peoi^e as her years are. 
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Item for the steme mending and the chandelan, I refer 
to yoar awin will, 

Item in Andro Bunchis Tavern with the men of Sanct 
AndroiSy 

Item for the making of twa gret candill new 

Item for the making of a torche, 

Item for thre half pounds of walx and the making 

Item deliverit to ane fallow for bringing hame ane biU 
fra Maister Johne Spens to adverteia the Craft that 
the sentence waft giffin, 

Comptit and rekuit on Sanct Bamabane^ day, 
the Dekyn and the Craft in the Inche, the 
comptis off befoir dischairgit and restand 
and put in the box, 

Item procurit be the Dekyn in the kirk on the mome 

eftir Midsomer day of fre silver, 

Item on Sanct Serffis day in the kirk of fre silver, 

Item procurit on Sanct Tridwallis day* in the kirk of fre 

SUVCl, ■■• ••• ■■• ••« •■« a«i 

Item procurit on Sanct Eloyis day the mome eftir 
Andersmes day in the kirk of fre silver, the mess 
braid and vyne', the chaplene and all uthir dewteis 
entred and payt, 



iigs. vid« 

viyd. 

ixd. 

vis. iijd. 



iiijd. 



iijs. 

zigs. iiijd. 
iiijs. viijd. 

viijs. 



xvs. 



iBoruAlMiie (Banaaby)— 8t Bunutbaii, tlie companion of the Apostle Paul, a uatlre of 
CypruB and a Levlteu Hla "day," thellth June, la atUl obeerred In the BngBeh Chimdi. 
Aooording to the Old Style, this festtval was on the longest d^y, and probaUy In reeognitlon 
of that, the cleiigy on it wore in church garlands of roses and woodrnfT. 

328th October.— Sir Da^ld Lindsay says that in the churches of his time, (toL 1, p. 811X 

" Sanct Tredwell there may be sene, 
quhilk on ane prlk hath both hir elne.'* 

The function of this holy woman was to cure sore eyes. Sir David 
coming to "8t Tred well to mend thare eine." 
•Bread and wine for 



represents the diseased as 
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Item ressavit fra John Kynloch of this yeres excrestes 

of the yairds, ... ... ... ... ... iiijs. 

Comptit and reknit the tent day of December, 
the Dekyn and the Craft in the Inche, and 
the compt above wreting dischairgit. 

Item procurit in the kirk on Sanct MacKesaounis day, xxviijd. 
Item gottin on Gud Fryday in the kirk with the relik, vs. 

The deliverance deliverit be the Dekyn, Johne Thorskaill. 

Anno Dni millesimo Vc. xxi. 

Item in primis deliverit to thre men that geid with the 

Provest at Midsomer about the toun, vis. 

Item deliverit to our chaplene for annuell that is 

onfoundit' and for braid and vync at Midsomer, ... viijs. iiijd. 

Item tiU ane boit resting, ...'... vd. 

Item deliverit for half ane pound of w^alx and the making, ijs. 

Item in Sanct Annis chapell^ auent the contract betuix 

otur chaplen and us in instrumentts, ... ... xxd. 

Item upone Sanct Tridwall evyn for walx to the alter, ijs. 

Item to ane fallow that bure the copie of the endentour 

to Sanct Androis, ... ... ... ... ... xvid. 

Item giffin for twa piur of gluffis to Maister Johne Spens, xijd. 

Item for ane commission to prieP our arlis^ ... ... ijs. 

Item giffin to our chaplen for wreting of the comptis and 

weshing of the clathis at this tyme eftir the contract, vijs. 

Item giffin to ane fallow that brocht ane bill fra Mr. 

Johne Spens to the Craft, ... ... ... ... iiijd. 



iThis payment is probably in addition to the annual from the endowment of the Altar. 
The lane known as " St. Ann'* " markB where that chapel stood, to tho nouth of St. 
John's Church. >Prove. ^Fledgen. 
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Item gi£Bn to Andro Scot of quhat wes awand him, ... " iiijs. 

Comptit and roknit the x day of December, 
the Dekyn and the Craft, and all comptis 
dischairgit and restand awand to the 
Dekyn, vijd. 

Comptit and reknit the xi day of Junii, Johne 
Thorskaill, Dekyn, and all comptis in liis 
tyme ressavit be the Craft on the South 
Inche and dischairgit to the dait of this 
wret. 

The xi day of Jnnii the yelr of God Jm Tc xxiL 

The qlk day chosin be the Craft Dekyn for this yeir 
instant, Robert Lowdian ; and compositour to dispone of 
the Sanctis geir to the weilfair of the alter for this said 
yeir. 

Item deliyerit be the Dekyn to the said compositour,^ . . . viijs. 

Item deliyerit to the compositour of the offerand gottin 

in the kirk on Sanct Eloyis day, ... xixs. 

Item ressavit be the compositour on Corpus Christi evin 

fra the maisters, ... . . ... ... ... vijs. 

Ultimo Junii, comptit and reknit the Dekyn and Craft, 
and the compositour giffin compt, and the compt 
above wreting dischairgit and restand^ in the com- 
positours hands, iiijs. 

Item ressavit be the compositour on Sanct Serffis day of 

the brod in the kirk, ... ... ijs. 

Item ressavit fra Jamie Fyvie of his boith upset, ... xliiijs. 

iTreaaurer. SRenudnliig. 
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And Duncan Potter and Johne Nevy conjunctlie and 
severalie, souertie for the said Jamie for the leif of 
the haill upset quhilk extends to xxijs. viijd., to 
be payt at letter Marimes^ nixt and immediate the 
dait hirof . 

Item ressavit fra Cristall Wentoun in part of payment 
of his buith upset^ xxxs., and the leif to be payt 
efter the wret of this contract insert in this buik, 
and subscry vit be me, William Blaky. 

Item ressavit fra the Dekyn in part of payment of 

Atkynis prenteis, xs. 

Comptit and reknit the aucht day of September, 
and the compositours giffin thair compt, 
and the compt above wreting dischairgit 
and restand in compositours hands, ... xvis. ijd. 



Item ressavit fra Jamie Fyvie, 

Item on Sanct Tridwallis day in the market of fre 

silver, 

Item ressavit fra Johne Lowdian in part payment of the 

de wtie of his prenteis. 
And Finlay Goldsmryth souertie for the remanent of the 

haill sowme quhilk extendis to xiijs. iiijd., to be payt 

at Andeismes nixt. 
Item ressavit fra David Lorimer prenteis, 
Item gottin in Sanct Eloyis day in the kirk. 
Item ressavit fra Jamie Fyvie in compleit payment of his 

upset, 



xvjs. 



vis. viijd. 



xxs. 
xvB. id. 

vis. viijd. 



iLetter HailmM-the latter Mnrymass ; Festival of the Nativity of the Virgin, 8th 
Saptomber. 
SHereof. 
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Item ressarit fvA Darid Kelour in part of pajment of 

Atkynis prenteia, zs. 

Compt and rekinyng on the xt. day of December, 
the compoaitour and the C^ft, and the 
oompt above wreting dischairgit and rests 
awaiid in the compositonris hand of fre 
silver, iijlis. iijd. 

Item ressavit fra Johne Smyth of bis preuteis silver, . . xul 

Comptit and reknit the fyft day of Februar, the 
Dekyn, the compositour, and the Crafty and 
the compt above wreting dischairgit and 
restand in the compositouris hands of fre 
silver, xxxiiijs. id. 

Item ressavit of brod silver on Sanct Kessog's day* that 

was got tin in the kirk, ... ... ... ... xiiijd|. 

Item ressavit on Gud Fryday of the relict silver, ... vs. ixd. 

Tlie deliverance this instant yeir, viz. xxij. 

Item in primis delivcrit to Peter Currour for ane new 

septour and inputts vijd. 

Item deliverit for the mending of the Dcwillis cot and 

play claythis, vid. 

Item for the mending of the s|)eit^ and making of twa 

signctts, ... iijd. 

Item for bluid and thaim, ... ... ijd. 



UOth March. — Kesoog, KoiMiouaf Mackeasoun are various ways of dedgnating Saint 
Mackesoog. He came from Irelaod to Sootlandf and seems to have lived and tau|^t in 
Perthshire. He was patron saint of Callander, and the Church of Auchtenurder was 
dedicated to him. In hoth plaeea the " FaiU ma»Chessaig " or Fair of St Kessalg wm held 
on 10th March, old style. He died at Luss about a.u &oa 

'<Q}peit, spit— A spear. 
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Item for braid and drink on Corpus Ghristi day to the 

playaris, iijs. 

Item to the men that geid with the Proweet at Midsomer, yiijs. 

Item for braid and vyne on Sauct Elojis day to the alter, iiijd. 

Item deliverit to our chaplen for his clerk fie of this 

Witsounday terme/ vijs. 

The last day of Junii the compt above wretin dischairgit. 



Item deliverit to Andro Scot for wreting of ane acquitt- 
ance of the Frenche^ taxt, ... 

Item giffin to ane notar that tyme that the Dekyn 
amangs the brether of the craft, 

Item for the taking of ane instrument upon the deliver- 
ance be Constantine Arthur of his compt to the alter, 

Item gevin for ane imce of Birgie' thread, 

Item giffin for vij quarters of canves, 

Item giffin for the taking of ane instrument in the Inche, 

Item deliverit to Davie Fyvie for the making of the tane 
of the surpillis,' ... 

Item deliverit to Sir William Davidsoun for twa torchis, 
and making of part of walx of our awin in Impis, and 
ane pound of his walx in the roll, and ane half 
pound in Impis, 

Item deliverit to our chaplane in compleit payment of Ijs., 
the quhilk wes awin him, and Robert Robertsouns 
souertie therfor dischaiigit, ... 

Item deliverit to the Dekyn, 



iiijd. 

viijd. 

iiijd. 
viijd. 
zijd. 
iiijd. 

ixs. 



xxs. \jd. 



xxi^s. 
ijs. 



iFrench tax.— What this tax was we oamiot iajr. ItB amoimt not named. 

>Blx;gie threi^—Thread from Brugee in Flanders. 

•Burplloe.— The gannent which now represents the superpelUoe. In order to ai»pear 
cleanly at aerrlee, the ptlesti were wont to put on a linen corering oTor the for coat which 
was worn daily in andent times. The sorplice Crom its long uee has acquired a semi-sacred 
duuracter in some minds. 
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Item deUrerit for als mekill linning claith as wes the alV 

aad twa Testmentts, x\]s. 

Item for making of the alb and vestmentta^' ija. 

Item deUveiit for ane pound of Impia, ga. iiijd. 

Comptit and reknit the aucht day of September, 
and the deliverance above wreting dia- 
chairgit. 

Item deliverit to John Caatoun for butona and silkin ribanis 

to the cheaapilP of the alter, that we were awin him, xviija. ijd. 
Item deliverit to Williame Hudsoun for the mending of 

the offerand stok at the alter, and for ane key thairto, xvid. 

Item deliverit to Andro BlinaeiU for my part payment 

of thre qrts of weUvous that is the orphreisa of the 

cheaapill, xxija. 

Item reatand awand him yit of the haill payment, ... xzs. 

Item deliverit on AU Hallowevin for ully^ to the ateme, vid; 

Item giffin to ane aervand to gang about and poynd for 

walx, ... iiijd. 

Item deliverit to our chaplene for the clerk fie at this 

terme of Mertemes,' vija. 

Item deliverit to Thome Gardner for the making of 

the torchia, and for ane half pound of Impis, ... iija. xid. 

Comptit and reknit the compoeitour and the Crafty 
and the compta above wrytin diachairgit. 



lAlb— A white gument, which repreMoto, Moordlng to Dean Stuil^y, tiM dilrt «r 
ganiMnt worn next the aklxL It la the dreae generally of the working deigy. 

SAlb and Teatmentta.— The Veatmenta, taken in a technical aenae, were Hie gannenti 
in which the prieeta oeletjnted maaa. 

•The Chaauble, a richly-emhroldered gannent of the prieat in which he apptered on high 
ocwaelona. 'Ully-OiL 

•Ifartinmaa, 11th Norember. Feaat of St. Martin, Blahop of Toun, a vaUant aalnt. 
Onoe when walking to Rome he waa chaffed by the Devil for not riding like a hiahop. 8t 
Martin inunediately turned the Brll One into a mule and rode on ita haok to Rome, much to 
the Devil'a ohagrtn. He waa patron aalnt of the publicana. Died about 890 A.D. 
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Item deliverit for thre pounds of walx to the Dekynis 

toiche^ and the making thairof, xvs. 

Item deliverit for ane pomid of Impis to the alter, ... iijs. zd. 
Item deliverit to Andro Blinseill of the rest of 

wellwous, XZ8. 

Item deliverit to Thome Crystosoim, xijd. 

Item deliverit of money that wantit in completing of 

Rjchy Ramsay's sowme, ... iiijs. 

Item deliverit to Willie Hudsoun for ane key of the ^ 

challeis almorie, xijd. 

Comptit and reknit the fyft day of Februar, the 
compositoar and the Craft, and the compt 
above wretin dischairgit. 

Item deliverit to Robie Hart for the oylue' that fand the 

stame in winter, vs. 

Item for making of the roll and Impis to the alter, 
extending to thre pounds of Sanct Eloyis walx, to 
Thome Gardner, ... ... .' xiiijd. 

Item deliverit to the Dekyn the last tyme that the 
brether war in the Inche, quhen thai promittit to 
hald firme and stabill quhat four of the brether with 
the Dekyn did anent the ansering of the supprior of 
Scone,' for ane instrument tane thairupone in the 
kirkyaird, ... ... ... iiijd. 



VTht Deacon's torch which he carried lighted In prooeMtone. 

«0ylne-OlL 

■Supprior of Scone Abb«7. This official, we presume, was the Vicar of the Abbot. At that 
time the Abbot was Alexander Stuart, son of Alexander, Duke of Albany. He was Abbot of 
Inchaffray and Prior of Whlthom at the same time as he was Abbot of Scone, and continued 
to hold these three offlcos even after he had become Biflhop of Moray. 
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Wedneiday fai VbtiMui Welk»i in the yeiF of Ood Jn Te zziq. y«in. 

The quhilk day chosin Dekjn for the yeir to oume Robert 
Robertsoun; and all the oomptis of the yeir befoir of the Dekin, 
Robert Lowdian, for the tyme; and of Andro McEewen, oompod- 
tour, the day above wretin ressavit, allowit, and dischairgit to thia 
hour, and walx put in the kist, and deliverit to Williame Kynloch, 
oompositour, for the yeir to cume of the Sanctis geir. 

Item in primiB, ane Haiy Nobill' of David Murrayis 

lyand in wed of xx& for his prenteis dewtie. 
Item also deliverit to the said oompositour, ane belt of 

David Eelour lyand in wed for gette' prenteischip. 
Item deliverit to the compositeur, of Robert Lowdianis 

prenteis, .. xzs. 

Item deliverit to the oompositour of fre silver that wes 

gottin in the kirk on Sanct Eloyis day, xvis. ixd. 

Item deliverit to the oompositour of fre silver gottin in 

the market on Midsomer day and Sanct Eloyis day, 

xxxviijs., and ane evill plak. 

Second Julii Anno zziij. 

The compt ressavit, and restis in the 
compositouris hands, vijlis. zviijs. ixd. 

The xi day of Jalll the yeir of Ood Jm To xziy. 

The quhilk day it is dewysit and ordenit be the haill brether of 
Graft, but discrepance ; and be the tenour heirof dewyssis and ordenis 
that quhat brether of Graft in tyme to cume^ for the commoun weill 
and utiletie of the haill Grafts that refussis to tak the office of 



iWhttaundaj Week. SA gold coin of Henxy.of Aigle&d. 

•Gette.— OwthUbetheold wordfora child, end the entry be of Devld Kdoar'ti Mm'e 
epprentloeefalpf 

<Bvil pbu^— bed coin. A plack wes a copper coin of Sootbuidi ▼sine one-third of an 
BngUeh penny. 
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Dekjn, and to exerceias the Bamyn for his jeir about it beand laid 
upone him, sail pay iaoontinent thairefter that he refussis the said 
office, xls., to the utiletie of Sanct Eloyis alter, onforgiffin aud bruik 
the office to. 

The ziiU day of Jalll Aimo Iblrtaid. 

The quhilk day Johne Crawfurde of his fre motive will submittit 
him to the Dekyu and Craft, and put him in thair willis for certaine 
faultis he did to thame, and hes askit thame forgiffhess for it that 
is bypassit, and hes bound him of his awin fre will gif that he faultis 
ethir in word or deid or blasphemis thame ony maner of way, 
or plenzies^ on ony of thame to ony juge or juges,' spiritual or 
temporal, he sail pay to Sanct Eloyis alter half ane stene of walz 
onforgiffin. Subsciyvit with the said Johne hand, day foirsaid. — 
Sic subteribtiar. Johne Crawfurdb. 

Anno Dni millesimo quind™**- xxiiij. 

Item ressavit upone Midsomer day and on the mome 

efter of the brod silver, . xxxiiijs. id. 

Item procurit upone Sanct Eloyis day in the kirk, ... xxs. 

Item deliverit to the compositour the viii day of 

Julii, ... iiilis. xis. vid. 

And of that ane silver belt. 

Item deliverit the foirsaid day to the compositour, vlis. xs. viijd. 

Item ressavit in weddis, ... iiilis. xis. iiijd. 

The XXV day of Julii the yeir of God foirsaid, the Dekyn and 
Craft hes ressavit Williame Eynlochis compositour, compt; the Dekyn 
and Craft dischairgis quetclames' the said Williame Kynloch of all 
things to the present dait, and exoneris him heirof for evir. 

The ferd* day of August, the yeir of God above wreting, Andro 
Malcomesone, baxter, is becume brocht and dettour for James Beltan, 

iPl«nzie8— CompUlnB. 3Judge, Judges. SAoquits. ^Fourth. 
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to content and pay to David Murray and Robert Robertsoun, in name 
of the Hanunermen, fyre marks of usuall money of Scotland, at twa 
terms — ^that is to say, twa marks and ane half at Andersmess that 
nixt cumis, and the uthir twa marks and ane half at Lammes nixt 
thaireftir, be the faith of his boddy befoir their witnessis, Sir Andro 
Charteris, younger, Sir James Lyndsay, James colt, with uyir diverss. 
Item the tU day of Joaii in the yeir of God Jm Tc and xzt yeres. 

Johne Smyth, compoeitour, hes maid his compt in presence of the 
Dekyn and the Craft, and the said Johne Smyth is dischairgit and 
quitclamit,^ the said Johne now and for evir to the dait of this 
present wreit. 

The xTiy day of Mail the yeir of Ood Jm Tc xxt|J yeres. 

The Dckyn and Craft hes ordenit Robert Barbour till ask Williame 
Kynloch forgiffnes for the wrang done till him of the cutting of his 
perk (pole), and gifsa beis that the said Robert do sik lyke till ony 
brother of Craft in tymes ciuning, that he sail pay half ane stene of 
vax onforgevin. 

The tent day of Julii the yeir of God Jm Ye xxt^ yeres. 

As for the Loksmyths, the Dekyn and Craft hes ordenit for 

Patrick Murray sail not take na wark at i>erteiui8 ony man to wirk 

to his awin behuif, bot till the maister that he wirks with ; and gif 

Ba beis that he wirks ony wark to himself that the maister that latts 

him wirk in his boith as ane blaksmyth sail pay ane pound of vax, 

and gif he beis found agane to contrevene he to pay half ane stene of 

vax. 

The yeir of God Jm Yc xxix yeres, the zll^ day of Marcbe. 

The haill Craft hes set broddis to Johne Chalmour for four marks 

and xld. to pay at twa termes of the yeir, that is to say at the nixt 

Midsoiner eftir his taking, and his next terme at his outganging ; and 

JohneJBrysoun, souertie for the same. 

lAoqulttod. 
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The yelp of God Jm Yo xzx yoroi, on the xiUJ day of Mwcho. 

The Dekjn and the Craft hes set the broddis to Johne Tailyeour 
for four marks and zld., to pay at twa terms of the jeir, the ane 
half of the sowme at the nixt Midsomer, and the tother half to be 
pajt at his outganging of the terme; and findis Johne Brjsoun 
souertie for the same. 

The xxil day of Mali, Anno Dni Jm To xxzU yeres. 

The quhilk day Dioneis Caveris, Dekyn, and Johne Thorskaill, 
compositour, maid thair compt.befoir the Craft, all things being 
oomptit and reknit, the said Dekyn and compositour is dischairgit of 
all comptis bygane be the said Craft for now and evir. 

The quhilk day above wreting Andro Arthur is chosin Dekyn for 
a year to cume. 

The quhilk day Duncan Bow rests awand to the Craft xxxs., thairof 
xs. to be payt at Midsomer nixt to cume, and at the first Maremess 
next thaireftir xs., and at Andersmess nixt thaireftir xs., in compleit 
payment of the said xxxs. 
Item Gilbert Retray awand iiijs. viijd., to be payt at Midsomer 

nixt to cume. 
Item John Tailyeour awand to the Craft xxs., to be payt at Midsomer 

nixt to cume. 
Item John Pait awand to the Craft ane pound of wax to pay at 

Midsomer. 
Item Andro Young awand ane pound of valx, to be payt at Midsomer. 
Item the haill Craft hes constitute and maid Johne Durran thair 

officiar, and Thome Smyth, Andro Young, and Johne Regie are 

contentit to pay to Johne Duxran ilk ane ijs., at Midsomer the 

tane half, and Andersmess the tothir half. 
Item restand in Dioneis Caveris hands, compositour, xxxiijs. of Sanct 

Eloyis ; the town's o£Bciar and the servands payt to the dait 
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Item ressarit be the oompositour above wreting of the 

oulkis pennie, ... via. yid. 

Item pajt iipone CorpuB Christi day and evin be Dioneis 
Caveris, compoeitour, in play clathia and uthir 
expensis, xxxia. yd. ; swa restis the said Dioneia 
awand to Sanct Eloy , vi js, vii jd. 

Ultimo Mail Anno Did Jm To xxxQ. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes chosin Darid 
Murray, Williame Kynloch, David 'Sched, Dioneis Caveris, David 
Eelour, jun., Johne Smyth, Johne Thorskaill, Andro Dogleias, Gilbert 
Rettray, Robert Wynram, to be leill and trew to the Dekyn an4 
overman, and to gif thair gudlie coun&ell; and to sit upone aU 
matteris generall and special! pertenand to the Craft exoeptand 
certain tymes in the yeir that the craftsmen be generall wamit. 

Beonndo Jnnii Amto xzzy. 

The quhilk day Thomas Scottie, servand to Robert Lowdian, hes 
complenit of his said maister; and the said Robert Lowdian hes 
dischairgit the said Thomas fra yule furth nixt te cume of his service. 
The said Thomas anserand to Robert Lowdian's clame in the 
mentyme befoir the visayers of the Craft, or ony uthir persones to 
be chosin thairupone. 

Item the said Thomas is condemnat be the said Dekyn and Craft 
in ane pound of valx, and Robert Lowdian souertie. 

The zi of Jvnii Anno Bupsoript. 

Item, it is statute and ordenit be the Dekyn and haill brether of the 
Hammermen Craft, that na brother of Craft sail fie ane uthiris 
servanda without leif askit and gevin ; alswa thair sail na 
maister ressaif ane servand to be feit efter his feing, without 
the conditions be reherssit befoir the Dekyn of Craft and twa 
or thre vitnesses of the brether of Craft ; and quha dois contrair 
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tall httil'iift.romomi amang tkAme. And everie out servaiid M 
his fdng sail pay xijd. to Sanct Eloyia box, and quha dois the 
oontniir sail pay ane stene of Tax to Sanct £loy. 

Itam, the said day Johne Smyth and Nele Smyth hes tane Sanct 
EloyiB broddis for this instant yeir fra the diut present and to 
indute to the oompleit end of ane yeir, thay payand heirfoir to 
Sanct Eloy four marks of money to be payt at twa termes — ^that 
is to say, at Mertemess nixt to cume ij. marks, and at 
Vitaonnday thaireftir the remanent twa marks, and the Dekyn 
and Craft nocht to craif o^y uthir bot the foirsaid Johne Smyth 
and Nele Smyth for the foirsaid four marks. 

Item Dioneis Caveris, oompositoar, is awand to Sanct Eloy at the 
day present iiijs. yid., and vijs. viijd., quhilk is wreting befoir 
this day in the buik extending in the haill to xijs. ijd. 

Hu xry Jnnii Anno 0iii Jm Te xxx(J« 

Indictione^ quinta pontificatus Glementtis Pape vij. anno nono 
coram Johne Merschell, Decano artis pellarii ; Johne Mertene, Deoano 
artis pistore ; Henrico Moreiss, Thome Quhyt, Decanis artis sutero 
et textore ; Stephane Neill, Johanne Brysoun, et diyersis aliis.' 

Tlie quhilk day Andro Arther, Dekyn of the Hammermen, and 
Thomas Fait, swome to byd at the deliverance of the Dekynis 
foirsaid anent the fault maid be the said Thomas to the said 
Dekyn. The said Dekynnis, arbitrators, ryplie awysit the mater 



ilndletlon is the name of a Pontifical or Roman oyde of time, oamprUIng fifteen yean. 
II was ccMtomary to use itln dating Papal Bulla. The year waa reckoned by adding three 
yean to tlie nnmber of yean in tlie Ghilatian em, the first year of that en being the fourth 
In the cycle of which it waa a part. Thua, the ninth year of the Pontificate of dement TIL 
being 1582, the year of Indictton ia found by adding 8 to 158S, and dividing by 15, when the 
quotient la the number of the cyde^ and the remainder 5, being leea.than 15, la the number of 
the year. 

tWhidi Latin woida may be rendered thus : " In the ilfth indlotton In the ninth year of 
thapoatifleatoof PopeOlBDMntVIL, before John XenoheU, Deaoon of the Skinner Gmft; 
John Meartene,I)eaoaB of the Baxter 0mft;Heni7MoteiaB, Ihomaa Quhyt, Deaoons of tha 
Gordiner and WeaTor Oraft ; Stephen Nein, John Bryaoun, and aoadiy < 



fbirsaidy deoernifl that the a^d Hmmbm nil pigr iBOQDtinitit.to. Sanot 
ElojiB lycht Mie pound of wax, and sail be in will of aae uthir pound 
of wax gif thai pleis to talc it ; and gif the aaid ThOOMe eall rebell 
and content in contrair the Craft in tymee cuming, the quhilk beand 
provin be Uwfull witneaaes the saida Dekjnnia foiraaid, deliveria that 
the aaid Thomaa aall incontinent pay to Sanot Moyia lycht half ane 
atene of wax to be i^plyit to the alter onforgiffin. Sup quibua : 
Andreaa Arther, Decania petiit inatrumentum ; acta erant hec in 
Gapella Santa Anna, hora quinta post meridiem ac eo ciroiter.^ 

xz Jull. 
Item tane furth of Sanct Tridian stok and deliverit to 
Dioneia Oayeria, compositour, xxd., and of the oulkia 
penniea that Robert Wynram and Jamea Beltan 

gadderit, xlis. ijd|. 

Item Dioneia Catena reaaavit fra David Kelor for hia 

prenteiaa, xxa. 

Item for Audro Dogleiaa, ». ... xxa. 

Item of fre ailver on Sanct Eloyia day, xa. iijd|« 

xzT of Jam Auo xzzll. 

Item deliverit to Dioneia Gaveria, compoaitour, iij lia. 

Item reaaavit be Dioneia fra Thome Coup, xijd* 

The quhilk day it ia devyait be the Dekyn and haill Craft in ane 
voce, that quhataumever he be that rebella in contrair the Craft and 
trublia thame in thair default thai ar contentit to tyne thair fredome 
of the aaid craft and everie ane of thame awome thairto ; and attour 
hea cawait aubacryve thir preaentta with thair hands at the pen, aa ia 
oontenit in the auld bulk. 

[Namea not copied from the "auld buik."] 



iThifl last Mntance dadwes that upon tha aititnbtora having gi^an thafar dadalon, Andrew 
Axthcr, Daaoon, oravad an Inatnuncnt. Tbaaa llilnga ware ao dona in tha Ohapal of 8t Ann 
at tha fifth hour afternoon, and thcva about 



Item fessayit fm George Bow be the compoeitour, Dioneis 

Cayerifl, the sowme of xliiije. 

Ultbiio Joli the yelp of CM ta To uodj jens. 
The qahilk day comptit and reknit with Dioneis Claveris, com- 
poeitour befoir the auditors, David Murray, Gilbert Rattray, Findlay 
Goldsmyth, Robert Lowdian, Nele Smyth, befoir Andro Arther, 
Dekyn of the Hammermen, the said Dioneis beand ohairgit with all 
aowmee befoir wreting and dischairgit with certane erands^ disponit 
upon the said adois^* rests awand to Sanct Eloy lyjs. 

Ita est Jaeobus Gowndie scriba manu propria. 
Oaaiie Beptambris Aaiio Dni Jm Te uodj. 
The quhilk day the Dekyn of the Hammermen and the haill Craft 
hes grantit with ane voce that quhatsumevir he be that inter- 
eommounis with Thomas Pait, or lennis him ony yark-lummes, or 
lattis him wirk in thair boithis to tyne thair fredome, but quhen 
thai interoomoone to dischaitge him of thair boithis and wark- 
lummes ; and heirupone the compoeitour, Dioneis Caveris, of the name 
of the haill Craft, hes tane ane instrument. Patie Balmene, with my 
hand at the pen and attour is eontentit that the stane be brokin and 
ever the said Thomas grinds in my boith in my default. 

Primo Decembrls Amio Dni 4m Te xxxQ. 
Item on Sanct Eloyis day, vis. viijd. of fre silver. 

Hobo Decembrls Aano Dni Jm Te uxy. 
The quhilk day comptit and reknit with Dioneis Caveris, oom- 
positour, be the Dekyn and haill Craft of all sowmes, oulkis pennies 
and offerands, ressavit be the said Dioneis to the dait of this present 
wreit ; the said Dioneis is dischairgit of all sowmes, and is 
superexpendit ijs. iiij^., and of xxxd. quhilk was drunkyn be the 
Graft, to be allowit to him in his nixt oompt. 
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Item Dioneit het TCOBavit fra Mossjman tor hi« cntrio!, Uy Us. 

Btc— Jo Fobraarii Asm Aiii Jm Ye xxxQ, 

The qahOk day Johne Smytbe and Johne Thonkai}! hea tane the 

oulkie penny at the Dekyn and haill Crafty and to pay to the said 

Craft for flk oulk in the yeir iijs., and to endure for the space of ane 

yeir. 

FMmo Kail Dai Jm To xxxUf. 

The quhilk day George Lathangy hes tane the oulkis penny fot ane 
yeir ; and to pay ilk oulk iijs. for the said oulkis penny. 

Item Robie Shairp is condemnat in ane pound of vaz. 
Item Geordie Bow is condemnat in ane pound of wax to be payt 
betuix this and Vitaounday. 

Hu UU daj of JuaU the yeir of God to Ye uziy. 

The quhilk day eomptit and reknit be the haill C^raft» with Dicneii 
CaTeri% compositour, for the tyme to the dait preoenti the said 
Dioneia rests awand to the draft fjnre pounds xiiijs*, for the quhilk 
money the said Dioneis hes weddis for. 

Item the day above wreting, Andro Dogleise ohosin compositonr 

be the haill Crafty hes ressavit fra the Dekyn and Craft zxTijib 

of sUtw. 

XV day of JuiilL 

Item Andro Dogleiss hes ressavit fra NeiUe Smyth and Thome and 
Johne Smyth xxvis. viijd. of the brod silver. 

xTi of Joan Iwio xxxm* 

The quhilk day Johne Smyth, Nele Smyth, and Thome Cowp hes 
tane Sanct Moyis broddis for ane yeir for iiij. marks iiijs., to be payt 
at twa terms in the yeir, Mertemes and Vitaounday, be equall 
|X)rtiones ; and failyeand tiiai pay not termeiio ii. maris ijs. at the 
termes foirsaid, thid ar bound for to pay iij Its. in yeir for the said 
broddis. 
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Jum Asm jDoitl. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and Craft hee ocmdemiiat Patie 
Balmene in half ane pound of vax, and David Man in half ane pound 
of Tax, tor the giffin of work to Geotdie Rettray, oontrair the 
statute and ordinance of the haill Craft 

The xYi day of October the yeir of Ood Jm Ye xxxiy yeret. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hee statute and ordeuit 
that Qeordie Rettray sail mak service quhill Yule to Andro Artheria 
▼yfe, and to Robert Lowdian; that is to say, ilk oulk he sail be thre 
dayis with the said Androis vyfe — ^that is to say, Mounday, Tysday, 
and Wednesday — and the tother thre days with Robert Lowdian, and 
thai to pay him his fie compleitlie at the thrid dayis end, quhill the 
said tenne of Yule, and quhilk of thame that faUyeis to pay him his 
fie at the third dayis end, that the said Geordie to be dischairgit of 
thair service, and to mak service to the tother and to nane uthir. 

The xvi of October Anno xjcxiil]. 

The quhilk day oompUt and reknit with Dioneis Caveris bo the 
Craft) the said Dioneis is superexpendit xs., all things bygane beand 
oomptit to the dait present. 

The quhilk day Andro Dogleiss, oompositour, hes in hands ane 
gold ryng for xls. 

The quhilk day Thomas Stobie and Robert Brachtie was found be 
the depositionis of vitnesses that ilk ane of thame saU pay to Sanct 
Eloy ane half pound of vax, and in the will of the Dekyn ane uthir 
half pound siklyke. 

The Tli day of Mail Anno Jm Yc xxxlU] yeres. 

The oompt maid be the Dekyn and Craft with Andro Dogleiss. 

Item firsti the said Andro ohairgis hym with xxxs. iiijd. restand of 

the last oompt maid in Yynram's howse the xviii of November. 
Item with iiijs. ijd. on Sanet Eloyis day of fre silver. 
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Item with xxris. Tiijd. re— avit fra Nele Smytk and Johne Smyth for 

the broddis giWer of AndersmeB terme. 
Item with iiij lis. for Patrik Donean's buthe upeett. 
Item with xxs. fra James Beltan's prenteias. 
Item with xiiijs. fra Andro ThorskaiU. 

Summa riij lis. zvs. ijd. 
Dischairgis Andro Doglbiss. 

Item his oompt tane be the Dekyn and Craft the day above wreting^ 
he dischairgis him of iiij lis. xvid. 8|)endit on vax and making 
of the baner, Duram's iie» his awin fie, uthir fealls laid down 
be him in neoessaris to the Craft. Sua diaohaii^ him» 
iiij lis. XYid. 

Sua restis the said Andro awand to the Craft, iiij lis. ziijs. zd. 

The xxYii day of May the year of Ood Jm Te ihrattle-fiDiir yeris. 

Item comptit and reknit with Geordie Lathangy and 
Patie Balmene of the oulkis penny of all terms 
bygane, the said Geordie and Patie rests awand to 

the Craft, .. xijs. 

The quhilk day comptit and reknit with Andro Dogleiss, 

oompositour, of all the things bypast^ the said Andro restis awand to 

the Craft, iij lis. xxd. 

The quhilk day it is ordenit be the Dekyn and haill Craft that 
quhat maister man of the Craft maks and latts be maid in his buthe 
ony beltis, except Thome Donaldsoun, sail pay to the Altar ane pound 
of vax, because the said Thomas occupies bot ane craft. 

The quhilk day the haill Craft hes chosin Dioneis Caveris their 
Dekyn for ane yeir to cume, and Andro Do^eiss, oompositour. 

Item Itobie Brachtie awand half ane pound of Tax. 
Item Thome Scottie awand half ane pound of vax. 
Item Balmene awand half ane pound of vax. 



Item Thome Cowp awaad aae pound of Tax. 
Item Andro Dogleiss i li. of vaz. 

Tha zii daj of Joail ilia yelr of God Jm To tlirettle-foar yerig. 
The quhilk day Thomas Pait» Patriok Balmene hes tane Sanct 
Eloyis broddifl for aae yeir oonjimctlie and severally for iij lis. viiis., to 
be payt at Mertemes and Witsounday be equall half portiones. 

The Yii day of Oeiober the yelr of God Jm Ye zzxIU] yerls. 

The compt maid be Andro Dogleiss, eompositour, be the Dekyii and 
haill eraft of all thingis ressavit be him to the dait present. His 
chaii^e is : — 

Item, he chairgis him with iij lis. xxd. of the rest of his last oompt. 
Item with v. marks ressavit fra Andro Arther's man. 
Item with zxxis. yid. for zlij. pounds of brass. 
Item with ij. marks gottin fra Nele Smyth. 
Item with xxs. ressavit fra Geordie Lethangy's prenteiss. 

Summa chairgit is x lis. vis. vid. 
Andro Doglbiss, Dischairg. 

Item of xviijs. viijd. for Corpus Christi play. 

Item of ijd. for ane speir. 

Item of gudstrings and cabers, xijd. 

Item ijd. to the taUyeour. 

Item of iiijd. to them that buire the baneris on the Octavis of Corpus 

Christie day. 
Item of id. for takkats. 
Item of iiijd. for peper. 
Item of ijs. for ane skyn. 
Item of viijd. to Sir John Fargyssoun. 
Item of vis. viijd. to Sir James Gowndie. 
Item of xiijs. iiijd. for vax. 
Item of iiis. to Johne Gray. 
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Item of zls. to Sir John Fargyasoim. 

Item of xTid. of drink aOrer. 

Item of iiijs. to them that gold with the Ph>Toat at Midsomer. 

Item of ij8. of wine in David Murray's. 

Item of zyd. in Wm. Merschell's. 

Summa of the dieohairgia, iiij lis. zvis. yiijd. 

Sua rests the said Andro awand to the Ciaft^ de daro at the dait 
present — ^that is to say, the vii day of October above wreting the 
sowme of v lis. izs. xd. 

The quhOk day is constitute and ordenit be the Dekyn and haill 
€raft| that quhat maister ressavis in his buthe or giffis wark to ony 
sowter to brek leddir or siklyke, he sail pay ilk tyme xijd. to Sanct 
Eloyis lycht that he beis fundin do siklyke. 

The im day of October the yotr of Ood Jh Te and xnliU yoNS. 

The quhilk day comptit and reknit, with Andro Dogleiss, omn- 
poeitour, of all things bypast, and for the entering of his prenteiss 
to the dait present. The said Andro Dogleiss rests awand to the 
Graft xxijs. 

The xix day of Mail the year of God Jm Te throttto-fyro yeris. 

The oompt of Andro Dogleiss maid in presence of the Dekyn and 

haill Craft. 

Oneratio. 

Item in primis, iiij lis. for Jobne Bikartoun. 

Item for Robert Hair, iij lis. vis. viijd. 

Item for Andro Andersoun, • 

Item for Thome Pait and Andro Thorskaill, 
Item for Johne Smyth's prenteis, 

Item the rest of the last oompt, 

Summa, xi lis. viijs. viijd. 
Exoneratio. 



xxs. 
xxs. 
zzs. 

xxijs. 
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Item, the said Andre dischairgis him in expensis in money for rax, 

towellfl, pu dfl, freinjeis, pajnting of images, realis bjing, 

clathis weshing to the mesa for the twa yeris fie, and for 
re — ^lis grathing, and uthir diverss expensis maid be the said 
Audro^ the last yeir bypast, of all expenses maid be him to the 
dait present, extending to vj lis.^ xiijs. Swa rests awand to the 
Graft, iiij lis. xs. id. 

Quhilk rest is deliverit and payt be the said Andro to the Craft, 
and put in thair boxis, the day above wreting, and Andro Dogleiss is 
dischairgit thairof simpliciter. 

Item of the foirsaid iii lis. xs. thair is twa ringis of Bobie 



xiiijs. yiiid. 
xxs. 
xs. 
iiijs. yd. 
vs. 
James Beltan and to 



Hairis for the sowme of 

Item, ane spune of Andro Dogleiss, 

Item, ane spune of Andro Andersounis for 

Item, ane Rois Nobill of the Dekynnis for 

Item, ane ring of Thome Paitts for 

Item, the keyis of the boxis deliverit to 

Johne Thorskaill. 

The quhilk day the haill Craft hes chosin Robert Robertsoun, alias 
Vynram, for ane yeir to cume. 

The xxtU Jnlii Aano xxxt yeres. 

The qidiilk day Robert Hair is adjugit in ane pound of wax for the 
fault done to James Beltan, to be payit within aucht dayis. 

Item, Andro Yoimg in ane pound of vax. 
Item, Patie Balmene in ane pound of vax. 
Item, David Eelour, elder, in four ponnd of vax. 
Item, it is statute and ordenit that quhat servand of the Craft bydis 
fra his maister's service ane haill day, he sail mak twa dayis 



l«« Ub."— a contmction for librae^pooxuis. 
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servioe to his nudster for that day he bydis away, and sail pay 

half ane pound of vax to the alter. 
Kobert Robertson ressavit fra Tome Payt^ the xxiiij day of Julii, 
zziijs. of the rest of the brod silver, the yeir of God xzxiiij yeris. 
Sua rests he awand to the Craft iijs. to compt and reknin^. 

The zxT day of Jvlii Anno xixvi yeres. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes constitute and 
ordenit that quhen eyir twa brother of the Craft, othir maisters or 
senrandsy hes ane action ado befoir the Dekyn and Craft, and 
proponis the samyn, quhat maister of the Craft that takis speche on 
hand and fortefeis the ane contrair the uthir without leif askit and 
giffin be the Dekyn and Craft, sail pay als oft iiijd. to thair box 
unforgiffin, or oommovis^ unorderlie in presens of the Dekyn and 
Craft. 

The quhilk day the Dekjm and haill Craft ar all contentit that 
quhat thingis beis ado belangis the brether of Craft that thir persones 
under wreting sit upone all matters that concemis the Craft except 
the mater be the gretter, and is content that the persones under- 
wreting deceme thairupone, and not to vex the haill Craft daylie to 
call thame fra thair laburis. And thir ar the persones : — 



William Kynloch, 


Nbill Smyth, 




David Murray, 


James Bbltanb, 




DiONBis Caveris, 


JOHKB ThORSKAILI^ 




Andro Doglbiss, 


Gilbert Rbttray, 




Thomb Donaldsoun, 


Robert Wtnram. 




Gboroe Lathangt, 






The Dettis awan 


d to Sanct Eloy. 




Item, Patie Balmene, 


> ... ... ... 


XX8. 


Item, Robert Lowdian, 





vijs. 


i/.«. DUturlM, from the 


Latin word commovtrt. 
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Item, Darid Murray, zxt. 

Item, Dioneis Romiald, zxt. 

Item, Andro Dogleiss, ane ax ane studie. 

Item, Thomas Pait is dischairgit of all oomptis that is betuix him 
and the Crafty in the zxzvi yeir to this efter. 

On the zzm of Mali Anno zzzry yerei. 

The quhilk day comptit with Robert Robertsoun, and the Craft 
restis awand to the said Robert, xiiijs. yid. 

On the xl of Jonli ye yeir of God Jm Te zxxtU yeret. * 

The brother of Craft hes set the broddis to Thomas Pait for iij lis. 
ziid. The ane half to be payt at Andersmes nixt ef tir, and the uthir 
half to be payt at Midsomer thaireftir, without fraude or gyle. 

On Banet Merten day of the bnllsie.* 

Item, the quhilk day George Strachan hes feit him with Alexander 
Quhythill, for the sowme of xiiijs. and ane pair of schone, till 
Mertemes nixt to cume, befoir the Dekyn and Dioneis Cayeris, 
Johne Du — ^rem. 

Item, rests awand Robert Robertsoun, xxviis. 

Item, vis. iiijd. gotten on the mome eftir Midsomer day in the kirk, 
and deliverit to the oompoeitour. 

The xxiiy day of Iprile Anno xxxtQ yeret. 

The quhilk day the Craft hes chosin Thome Pait, Thome Bryssoun, 
and Alexander Quhythill, with the avyse of the Dekyn, to set the 

taxt. 

The xQ day of Jonii the yelr of Ood Jm Te xxxiiQ yeris. 

The quhilk day oomptit^and reknit with Johne Lufrant, com- 
positour, the said Johne Lufrent rests avrand to Sanct Eloy all 



iThe 4th July. Otherwifle "St Martin of BuUlon's day," on which his body wa« lifted 
from the grave in which It was put at his death, and laid in the Oathedral of Toora. 



thingis allowit to him that he hes depurasit de daro he reets awaod 
iz lis. XTGL viijd. 

The quhilk day comptit and reknit betuix the Graft aad Robert 
Bobertfloim, tweiohing all oomptis bypaBt^ baith in the buik and by 
the boikf the Craft rests awand to the said Robert xtb. zid.» and 
siklyke to be deliverit to the said Robert; vis. iijd. of Williame 
Eynlochis rests of all thingis bypast^ and all thingis dischairgit to 
this hour this beand payt. 
Item restand awand to Sanct Eloy in David Murrayis 

hands for brass, vis. ixd. 

The quhilk day the haill Craft hes chosen Dioneis Caveris, Dekyn 
for ane yeir to cume. 

The quhilk day the broddis and the offerand of thre dayis in the 
kirk ar set to Thome Pait and Thome Brysaoun for iiij lis., to be payt 
the tane half at Midsomer, and the tothir half at Andersmes. The 
first payment at Andersmes. 

The quhilk day the Craft hes chosiii Alexander Quhythill to be 
oompositour for this instant yeir. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes chosin thir persones 
imder wreting to decyde all matters by thair haid comitis, wiz. : — 



DioxEiB Caveris, 
Albx. Quhtthtli^ 
Thoms Brtssoun, 



Andro Doolbiss, 
Georqb Lathanot, 
Johns Thorskaill. 



Robert Robertsoux, 
Wm. Kynloch, 
Thome Donaldsoun, 
Johns Mossibman, 

The V day of Ingast Anno xxzrili. 

Quhilk day comptit with Johne Lufrent of his auld rests, the said 
Johne rests awand to the Craft de claro viij lis* iijs. viijd. 

The quhilk day it is ordenit be the Dekyn and Crafty that quhat 
maister that pays nocht his oulkis pennie on Setterday at evin, or 
stoppis his poynd to be tane thairfor, in tyme dimming, sail pay ijs. 
ilk tyme to Sanct Eloy unforgififin. 
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Tlie xM day of Beptember the yelr of God Jm Yo zxxvm ytrei. 

Item, oomptit with Thome Pait for the brod silver of the xxxvij yeir, 
the said Thomas rests awaad xxs. of the said yeir. 

xTii BeptembrU Anno xzxtUJ yeres. 

The quhilk day it is constitute be the Dekyn and haill Craft, that 
quhen ony maister of craft passis to ane uthir burgh to ane fair with 
his geir, that na uthir maister tak the stand quhair the uthir usit to 
stand gif he cumis at that tyme, and quhat man he be that dois the 
oontrair he sail pay to Sanct Eloy ane stene of vaz unforgiffin. 

Quhilk day befoir the Dekyn of the Hammermen Craft, Robert 
Robertsoun and Andro Brydie, for dissensioun betuix thame^for greenis 
that the said Craft hes sittin upone, the said Andro Brydie sail cume 
to the Market Cross, and sit down upone his knees, and to tak his 
quhingar in his hand, and deliver to Robert Robertsoun for the fait 
that he maid to him, and the said Andro to mak ane pound candill 
agane Vitsouuday nixt to cume, and to cume to Sanct Eloyis Alter, 
and to offer it to the Dekyn and the brother of the samyn, for the 
faultis that he did to thame; failyeand thairof that ilk Sounday thair- 
efter that he pay ane pound mair ; and mair attour that the said 
Andro failyeand to Robert Robertsoim to pay to the alter ane stene 
of vaz unforgiffin, and the said Robert, in his default, that he pay 
ane uthir stene of vaz to the said alter. 

The money deliverit to Alex. Quhythill, compositour. 

Item in the first, xxxs. fra Thome Pait. Item xxs. fra David 
Kellouris prenteis. Item fra Yillie Red, viii. mark. Item fra 
Thome Vilsounis prenteis, xxs. 

The XTlJIJ day of Marohe the yoir of Ood Jm Ye xxxviy yeres, 

Comptit and reknit with Alexander Quhythill, compositeur,^ be 
the Dekyn and haill Craft. The said Alexander hes in his hands of the 
Graftis in weddis and money liijs. compit to this dait present. 
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The quhilk day the Dekyn and haUl Cimft hes ordenit that in 

all tjme to cume, that na saidlair sail mak nor lat be maid, in thair 

boithis or any uthir pUoes, na maner of beltis except ane to ana 

gentillmann gif neid beis, except Thome Donaldsoun. And this to 

be obeervit conforme to the statuttia maid of befoir, under the pane 

of ane stene of vax for the first fault. And that because the said 

Thome Donaldsoun hes na uthir craft, nor was interit to ony uthir 

craft. The secound under the pane of tynsall of thair fredome 

quhatsumevir he be that beis found culpable as said is. And this 

ordoure with ane consent to be obeervit and keepit in all tyme to 

cume. 

The xl daj of Jmiii the yelr of Ood Jm Te xzxlx yeres. 

Comptit and reknit with Dioneis Caveris, Dekyn, of all intro- 
missiounis bypast. The said Dioneis hes deliverit to the Graft aoe 
red belt of Geordie Lathangyis for xxs., ane blak welwet belt of 
Thome Vilsoanis for xxs., ane belt of Dioneis Oaveris taskit for zxs., 
twa spunes of sUver of velleis for ii. markis, ane spune of Andio 
Dogleiss for xxs. ; and six schillings and viijd. of silver ; of this 
money giffin to Johne, viijd. 
Item, Thome Fait and Thome Bunten awand for the 

broddis of the Yitsounday terme, xxvis. viijd. 

Item, the broddis set to John Mossieman for iiij. markis. 

The quhilk day the haill Craft hes chosin David Murray, Dekyn, 
and Andro Dogleiss, compositour. And the said Andro hes ressavit 
the weddis above wreting and vs. viijd. of silver. 

The quhOk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes chosin thir persones 
under wreting for the weill of the Craft to sit upon all matteris 
anent the Craft. And quhat evir thir personis, othir iiij or vi salbe 
admittit be -ose in ony mater concerning the weill of this Crafty 
and thir ar the names of the persones : — 

David Murray (Dekyn), Dioneis Caveris, Andro Dogleiss, Wilhame 
Kynloch, Thome Donaldsoun, George Lathangy, Johne Lufrent, 
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Gilbert Rettray, Robert Robertsouxif Sandie Quhythill, Robert 

Lowdian. 

The zi day of Janii the yelr of Ood Jm Ye and xl yoFee. 

The quhilk yeir Robert Robertsoun is chosin Dekyn for the yeir 
to cume, and Andro Andersouiiy compoBitour. 

Item, the haill Craft hes chosin Dioneis Caveris, David Murray, 

Thome Donaldsoun, Williame Kynloch, Johne Thorskaill, Alex. 

Quhythill, Andro ThorskaHl, and James Beltan to sit upone all 

neidfuU matteris with the Dekyn quhen neid beis to hold the 

Craft fra order/ and the haill Craft is contentit of thir persones 

for this instant yeir quhatevir be done for the weill of the 

Craft. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes found that Robert 

Young hes failyet for the resetting of George Bowis servand eftir the 

tennour of his awin grant, and ordenis that the said Robert sail pay 

ij. pounds of vax to Sanct Eloyis lycht incontinent. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and Craft hes decemit Robert Hair 

in half a poimd of vax for the resetting of Patie Bahnenis servand 

lattand him grind ane aix haid, quhilk aix haid the Craft ordenis to 

be escheit to the Craft. And gif the said Robert Hair committis sik 

ane fault in tyme cuming, that he pay the stene of vax contenit in 

the first statute. ' 

The quhilk day the broddis ar set to Johne Lufrent for four marks 

and ane half, to be payt at twa termes, usuall Andersmes and 

Midsomer, he deliverand the broddis als. haill and weill payntit as 

he ressavit thame. 

The seeimd day of JnliL 

The quhilk day it wes devysit be the viij persounes above chosin 

to sit on sindrie matteris concerning the Craft. And be the maist 

part of the haill Craft that everilk maisteris eldest sone sail be fre 



1" To hold the Craft /Wi order " aeema a clerical error. 
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eftir his fatheris decess for ane Frenche oroune of buith apBet. And 
all the leif of his sones fre gif he leris thame thujre^ himself. And 
gif he setts up biiith in his fatheris tyme to pay half fredome. And 
gif the father leris not his secound sones himself, ilkane of thame sail 
pay ane mark of prentischip, or than ane banket wirth ane mark to 
the haill Craft. 

The xix day of Jnlii the yalr of Ood Jm Ye zl yerei. 

The qiihilk day it is constitute and ordenit be the Dekyn viij 
assessours above chomn with the consent of the maist part of the haill 
Crafty that quhat saidlair in tyme cuming ressavis ane sowter in 
his buith or howse to wirk ony labour, othir to schew or cunnour,* he 
sail pay incontinent ane stene of vax to Sanct Eloy without ony 
remissioun als oft as he failyeis in the said statute. And for the 
mair securetie the haill saidlairs for the tyme hes subscryrit this 
statute with thair handis on the pen, led be the notar underwreting. 
David Murray with my hand on the pen, Andro Dogleiss with my 
hand on, Wm. Kynloch with my hand on, Dioneis Carstoun with my 
hand on the pen, led be Sir Jame Goundie, notar publict. 

The XX day of Almost Anno yeres* 

The maisters underwreting hes ratefeit this act and subscryrit 
the samyn, Johne Eynloch (Dekyn), Sanders Andersoun, Patrik 
Bobertsoun with my hand on the pen, Andro Brydie with my hand 
on the pen, Alexander Quhythill with my hand on the pen, 
Williame Monepenny, Alexander Glass with thair hands on the pen. 

Jacobus Goundib, Notarius. 

The thrld day of Beptembop the yalr of God Jm Ye zl yeres. 

The quhilk day Andro Dogleiss hes maid his compt of all intro- 
missiouns the yeir he vas compositeur. The Dekyn and haill Craft 



iThorough (?)l SBlther to sew or shaxie. 
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hee discbairgit the said Andro of all thingis intFomettit be him to 
the dait preeent. 

The Tiy day of Juaii the yeir of God Jm Ye fowtte aae yerei. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft he& ressavit Andro 
Andersounis oompt^ compoeitour, and hes ressavit fra him four 
punds ijs. of money, ane plege of Andro Brydies for iij lis., ane 
plege of Thome Kynponte for iiij lis., ane belt and ane ring of 
Alexander Andersounis for xls., ane spwne of Andro Dogleiss for xxb, 
and hes dischaiigit the said Andro of all intromissounis bypast to the 
dait present. 

The quhilk day the haill Craft hes chosin Thomas Bryssoun, 
Dekyn for ane yeir to cume, and Alexander Andersoun, compositour, 
quhilk Alexander hes ressavit the plegis and money deliverit be 
Andro Andersoune, last oompositour, and to anser thairfor to the 
Craft. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and Craft present for the tyme ar all 
contentit in ane voce that ane prenteschip of twa marks be spendit 
for the honestie of the Craft on Petermes evin and Corpus Christi 
day eftimone. 

Pennitlmo die Deeembrli Inno zli. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and Craft hes componit with Williame 
Guffen, as followis : He sail pay to the Craft incontinent xls., and 
hes found Thomas Bryssoun, Dekyn, James Belten, and Robert 
Hair cautioners for the rest — ^that is to say, ij marks at Palme- 
Sounday\ and the rest of the haill within yeir and day thaireftir. 



lTh« Sunday beforo Easter. On that day branches of palm traea, or aubstltutea for them, 
were blessed by the priests, and distributed to the people in commemoration of Christ's 
entry into Jerusalem. Portions of the branches were burned, and the ashes, after being 
Ueesed by the priests, were sprinkled on the heads of the people on Ash Wednesday that 
week. 
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The quhOk day the Dekyn and haill Craft ar oontentit that thaur 
be bot ane banket tane fra Williame Guffen, becawse he is ane pure 
man, and ia mareit befoir his entree. And attour the Dekyn, Thomas 
Bxyssoun, has promesit to make payment to the Craft of all the said 
Williame Guffenis silver or he pass forth of his office. 



The 8ezt day of 



in the yeir of Ood Jm Ye aad zll yores. 



The quhilk day Robert Robertsoun, alias Yynram, Dioneis 
Gaveris, and Andro Brydie, came in will to the Dekyn and to the 
Craft present for the tyme, for ony faultis committit be thame in 
tyme bygane, of quhilk Thomas Brysoun, Dekyn, tuk instruments 
befoir thir witnesses, Andro Husband, alia$ Brown, John Sowter, and 
Maister Williame Blaky, hoter publict. 

no last day of MaU tho yolr of Ood Jm Ye zlii yores. 

The quhilk day in presens of the Dekyn and haill Crafty conyenit 
thair oompositour, and gef in his compt of his resset sen hes entres 
of the money pertenand to the alter and ressavit be him and uthirs. 

Item fra Mossieman xzyiijs. Item of ofiEerand vjs. ixd. Item ho 
chairgis him ziij lis. zxiijd. in money and plegis ressavit ihe day 
of his entres. Item with xzs. fra Williame Kynloch prenteis. 
Item with xxd. deliverit to him out of Sanct Triduanis stok. 
Item about the toun vs. xd. 

The sowmee above wreting ressavit be Alexander Andersoun, 
compositeur. Summa of thame zvi lis. iiijs. ijd. 

Item ressavit be the Dekyn and Johne Lufrant at the Dekynis 
command. Item in the first fra Thome Kynpcmt ii j lis. Item 
fra Thome Hendersoun viij markis. Item fra Williame 



iptoliftbly Dramhar. 
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6u£fen vi lis. Item fra Dioneis Oarstoun xxb. Item fra C^eordie 
Thcnrskaill iiij marks. Item fra Thome Smyth vilis. Item 
xiiijs. ressayit be the Dekjm fra Alexander Andersoun. Item 
fra Johne Kynloch ('s) prenteis, xiiijs. Item fra Andro Brydie ('s) 
prenteis, xxs. Item restand awand for the haill broddis be the 
handis of Robert Vynram and the Dekyn, t marks. 
The haill sowme of the ressaits afiEbir wreting, xlij lis. iiijs. xd. 
Exoneratio, Albxandbr Andsrsoxtn. 

The quhilk day comptit and reknit be the Dekyn and haill Graft 
of all intromissiounis be the said Alexander Andersoun, he .rests 
awand to the Craft de daro xxxiiijs. yd., and is dischairgit of ony 
uthir intromissioun, and to be payt within four dayis eftir Midsomer 
under the pane of dowbling, and xls. for his belt. 

GhAIBOIS of THB DbKTN AND JOHKS LUFRANT. 

The haill sowme intromettit be the Dekyn, Thome Bryssoun, and 
Johne Lufrant, togidder with the haill brod silver extends to xxix lis. 
xiiijs. viijd. heirof ressavit be the said Johne Lufrant xxiiij lis, and 
the remanent upone the Dekyn. 

John Lufrant,^ dischairge of his xxiiij lis. 

Item deliverit for sundrie necessars to the Craft be the said Johne 

extendand to ix lis. vis. 
Item restand awand for the said intromissioun in Thome 
Donaldsounis hand xls. payt. Item in Thome Smythis hand 
to Johne Lufrant xiijs. iiijd. payt. Item in Dioneis Carstoun 
xxs ))ayt. Item in Thomas Bryssoun, James Beltan, and 
Robie Hair for Guffen xxxiijs. iiijd. 

Summa, xiiij lis. xiis. riijd. 

Sua restis de daro upone the said Johne Lufrant, ix lis. yiis. iiijd. 

Exoneratio, Thomb Buntbn. 



iThia DAine i« at times spdt with " e," and at other tlmee with "a." 
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Item reosavit fra Thome Bunten, ane belt of Sandie Andenomua to 
xls., ane belt of Andro Biydiea for xiiija. iiijd., ane spwne of 
Andio Dogleiss for zxb. Item rests awand by thir weddis be 
Thome Btyssotm xxiiijs. by the brod silver, qnhilk xxiiijs. is 
payt and allowit in the making of ane lok to the rerestrie,^ and 
xxxd. awand to the said Thomas Bryssoun be the Craft ; and all 
uthir thingiB dischairgit. 
The quhilk day the haiU Craft hes chosin Andro Dogleiss, Dekyn, 

for the yeir nixt to cimie. 

The izlfj daj of Monember Amui xlii yeres. 
The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes found that Geordie 

Bow hes maid ane wrangus oomplaint upon Robert Kobertsoun be 

wning narratioun of his servanda and hes ordenit that the said 

George and his servand ilk ane pay half ane pound of vax to Sanct 

Hoy. 

Item, the Craft hes found Johne Kynloch failyeit to the Dekyn, and 

hes put him in ane pound of vax, and Thome Smyth in a pound 

of vax. Item Alexander Andersoun hes failyeit to the Dekyn, 

and is in will of ane pound of vax. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes chosin thir 

persones underwreting to sit upone all comptis or necessaris 

tweiching the Craft, and contenttit to fulfill the thingis ordenit be 

thame, and thir ar the names : 



David Murrat, 
David Eelour, 
Alexander Quhythill, 
Thome Brtssoun, 
Gilbert Ksttray, 



James Belten, 
Robert Robbrtsoun, 
DioNEis Caveris, 
Thome Donaldboun, 

JOHNE ThORSKAILL. 



iThe ReTestrie was a house that stood immediately to the north of the Chofar, now the 
East Church. Its name denotes its ecclesiastical use. The Hammermen Craft had sunplled 
Its door with "ane lok." 
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The quhilk day Johne Lufraat comptit and reknit befoir the haill 

Crafty and diachairgis the said Johne for now and evir to this dait 

present. 

The Dekyn awand lijs. restaud of the taxt. 

Item ressavit be Johne Lufrant for the Graftis horss, ... Is. [dOs.] 

Item for a prenteiss of his awin, xxs. 

Item for ane prenteiss of Alexander Quhythilli xxs. 

Item the xx day of Januar for the servanda, xijd — ... vjs. 

Item, the xxv day of Januar, the Dekyn 'comptit and 
reknit with the haill Craft, and dischairgis the 
Dekyn for now and evir, and the said Craft awand 
to Andro Dogleiss, liijs. iiijd. 

xzix Marili Jbmo zliy. 

Quhilk day Andro Dogleiss, Dekyn, with haill -consent of the Craft, 
hes refferrit to the aith of Thomas Brussoun gif he ressavit ane 
prenteis or not and to leir and instruk him the poyntts of the Craft, 
quhilk swoir that he ressavit nane bot for ane feit man the tenour of 
his conditiounis. 

Primo die MaU Anno Dni Jm Te zli^. 

The quhilk day Andro Dogleiss, Dekyn of the Hammermen, hes 
maid his compt in presens of the haill Craft of all iutromissiouuis 
that thay had to lay to him to the day above wretin, all thingis beand 
comptit and admittit, the Craft rests awand to the said Andro 
de claro viij lis. iiijs. xid. 

The xYi day of MaU Anno xli^. 

The quhilk day Andro Dogleiss hes giffin his compt of his intro* 
missiouuis sen the first day of Mail above wretin. 

Item he hes ressavit fra David Donaldsoun for his upset 

of his boith, ... xiiijs. 

Exoneratio. 
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Item deliverit to Sir Jolme Fax]g^iaBOun for bis fie bygane, tb. 

Item for tbe weshing of tbe olatbis, xijd. 

Item for instrumente in tbe tolboitb, ijs. 

Item for Tax on Yiteoundaj evin, xTJd. 

Item for bis fie, xiiijs. 

Summa, xxiijs. iiijd/ 

Swa restis awand to tbe said Andro, izs. iiijd. by tbe sowme aboTe 
wretin. Swa tbe baiU aoinne tbat restis awand to tbe said Andro be 
tbe Craft extends to viij lis. xiiijs. iiidj^. 

Tbe qubilk day all vax bygane be ony brotber of tbe Craft to tbis 
dait is discbairgit. 

Tbe geir tbat tbe Craft bee in prees. 

Item two silver spunes for xls. 

Item in Jobne Kynltfcbis bands, ... xiiijs. 

Item of tbe broddis silver restand awand« xlvjs. viijd. 

DiONSis Cavbris cautioun tbairfor. 

Item upone ane act in Tbome Brussounis bands, xijs., qubilk 
Mossieman bes ressavit. 

Tbe qubilk day Jobne Lufranti compoeitour, bes maid oompt in 
presens of tbe bull Craft of baitb bis yeres oomptis, all tbingis 
reknit and allowit, tbe Craft resfcis awand to tbe said Jobne xxijs. 
iiijd., tbairof be bes ressavit xiijs. vid. 

Tbe qubilk day tbe baill Craft bes ebosin Gilbert Retray to tbair 
Dekyn for tbe yeir to cume, quba bes acceptit tbe office on bim, and 
maid tbe aitb of fidelitie. And Andro Andersoune ebosin com- 
positour be tbe maist part of tbe Craft. 

The 8ext daj «f Jvnil tbe year of Ood Jm Te xlliQ yeres* 

Tbe qubilk day reknit witb Andro Dogleiss, tweicbing tbe rest of 
tbe money tbat was awand to bim be tbe Craft, tbair restis awand 
to bim tbre pounds xijs. de elaro allennerlie. 



THE HAMMSRMBN BOOK. 



49 



The qubilk day the Craft hee ohosin James Beltan, Dekyn, and 
Johne Kjnloohy oompoflitour, for this yeir to cume. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and Craft hes deyysit and ordenit that 
thair be ane oulkis penny gadderit with all thair consentis — that is to 
say, ilk master a penny and ilk feall ,ane half penny. And that 
twa maistexis gather it oolklie thair tyme about and wret it at the 
oulkis end, and deUyeiit to the compositoar. And sail nocht be 
disponit hot be the advyse of the haill Ciaft And quhat maister or 
feall that disobeyis the gadderaris sail be poynded incontinent 
and quhat that disobeyis the gatheraris quhilk ar officiaiis constitute 
that tyme or the officiar of the Craft quhen he is command to 
poynd be the Dekyn, sail pay to Sanct Eloy ane pound of wax 
unfoigiffin et desuper Decanus nomine totius artis petiit instru- 
mentum et omnes fratres artis elegerent octo persones sequentes 
ad deliberandiun super singulamm acta deliberationis in futurum 
nomina sequentur.^ 



robertus kobbbtsoun. 
Thomas Donaldsoun. 
Thomah Bbtssoun, 
Andbbas Andbbsoun. 



Andreas Dooleiss. 
Dionbis Caveris. 
Dayid Kblour. 
Geobgb Bow. 



Alezandbb Quhtthill. 
And ordeine that in tyme cuming that thair be nocht ane penny of 
the Sanctis geir drunkyn in tyme cumming bot twa marks allenerlie. 
Alswa, it is ordenit be the haill Craft that maister of freemen that 
giffis ony wark to ony orra servandis as Patie Murray, Andro Cowper, 
Cuthbert Watsoun, and Johne Watsoun in tyme cumming sail pay 
to Sanct Eloy ane pound of wax, except it be for his dajis wark, and 
that be reddy to all nudsters. And gif ony maister entris ony servand 
that hes nocht bene prenteis that thai underly the statutis affoir wreting. 



iHm portkm of this minute written In Latin teUs that the Deaoon, in name of the whole 
Craft, took an Inatrument, and that the brethren elected eight indiyiduala to deliberate on 
the Cnift's proceedings. 
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The quhilk day the Gtaft hes choein Bobie Tonng oiBciar for this 
yeir, he haifand the gait pennies and his ane-tn"- for his fie. 
The zxziy day of Ootdber JUao xfiU. 

The quhilk day oonTenit in Sanot Annis Cheppell, James Beltan, 
Dekyn, Dioneia Caveris, David Murray, Gilbert Setray, Andro 
Dogleiss, David Kelonr, G«otge Bow, Johne Luftent. And becawse 
the oulkis penny was not gadderit be the maisteris efter the tenonr 
of the ordinance maid affbir thai haif ordenit that twa maisteris sail 
gadder the said onlkis penny as it sail fidl thame thair tyme abont. 
And quhat twa that gadderis the samyn and deliveris it nocht com* 
pleitlie at the zv days end, for ilk maister twa pennies, and ilk feall 
ane penny to the compositonr, sail pay to Sanot Eloy, ilk maister 
failyeand ane ponnd of vax nnfoigifiSn. 
Item Johne Strait convict in half ane poand of vax for ganging fdrth 

in the conntrie makand wark a contrar the maisteris, and gif he beis 

found in sik ane fault agane to pay half ane stene of vax nnforgiffin. 
Item, Alexander QuhythiU for the taking of Andro Dogleiss hand 

that he intromettit with ane pound of vax. 
Item, it is ordenit that Robie Young, ofiiciar, sail haif in tyme cuming 

fra Mertemes furth vis. viijd. at ilk terme and his anent"- 
Item, Andro Dogleiss is convict in half ane pound of vax for the 

balding of the oulkis penny, and nocht delivering of it to the 

compositonr. 

The xix day of Honember. 

Item Johne Kynloch is convictit in half ane pound of candill, to be 

deliverit on Sounday nixt to cnme to the alter. 

The qohilk day it is devysit be the haill Graft that quhat nudster 

or feall that beis convictit in ony wax in tyme cuming, the wax sail 

nevir be put in the buik, bot the Dekyn sail pass incontinent and 

poyiid for the samyn wax.* 



llmmedlate payment. 



TBOI HAMMBBMBW BOOK. 61 

Th6 xilU dajr of MMmbw JUao xUiy. 

The quhilk day the oompt tane be the DAjn and hia aneesotirft of 
Johne Eynloch of the oolkia peimy fta the vii day of Junii to the 
XT day of Nonember inclusiYe, extends to iiij lis. iiijs. Tiid^., qohilk 
Bowme is deliveiit to pay the taxt the xxvi of Nonember. 

The quhilk day it is ordenit be the Dekyn and haill CrafL beand 
present within the tolboith of the bur^ (burgh) of Perth that 
Alexander Quhythill sail pay ane pound of vax for impediment maid 
to Patie Balmen in the gaddering of the oulkis penny the xzii day of 
Nonember, and boistit^ be him with ane quhyngar. And sail pay the 
tothir twa poundis of vax that he was convict in befoir for the 
impediments maid to Thome Pait, and for the taking of Andro 
Dogleiss vark fdrth of his hand, and he to be poyndit for the samyn 
incontinent. And gif he makis ony impediment in the poynding for 
the poynding of the said wax, or sail happin in tyme cuming to mak 
impediment to pay the oulkis penny, he sail pay ane twa pound 
candiU to be oferit to the altar in presens of the Dekyn. And sail 
mak compt and pay for his cordineris' that servis and connerris*ledder 
to him als weill as for his fealls. And all uthir saidlairs als Weill as 
he sail in tyme cuming under the pane forsaid. 

The zxtI day of Honember. 

The quhilk day Johne Eynloch hes deliverit the mj lis. ii\js. vijdj^., 
and.hes deliverit the twa mark for Sandie Quhythill and xxs. for 
Guffen, and is dischakgit thairof. 



iThreatened. 

iShoemakezs were employed by saddlers, though not members of the Hammermen 
Inootponitlon. 

SGonnerris.— This word is spelt " cimnour " on ptLgt 43. Mislead by a false analogy, it is 
there In a note rendered "to abiHpe." "Gonneced," tibe past tense of the same -verb, is 
given in Jomleson's DlctiofDaiy as derived from the French wnrayer, to ouxry. In 
iUnetxatloii of the meaning, he quotes this sentence from the **Ohamber]ain Air, O S2,'' 
**Tbey werke the lether before it is well eonnend, in great hinder and skaith of the Singes 
Ueges." In Latin ConetMuat pellU is to dress or cnny leather. " Connerria ledder " 
in this page ia dresses or curries leather, and on page 42 the Sowter iasald to sew and drees. 
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DeliTerit till Johne Eynloch of tli« oulkiB pennyii zxyi. xcL 
Die mi MttMls KwCU JUao IM ta Te iIy 7«ii. 

Indictione tertda Pontificatas Panli Pape Tertii Anno xi. oonm 
Jaoobo Beltan et totiuB fratribna artis fiEibnlis.^ 
The quhilk day Alexander Quhythill, ane of the said biether, hea 
lefTeirit him to the haill Graft anent ony faultia that is to be said in 
his contrar and protestand that Robert Robertsoun and David 
Kelour be expellit fra the laif qohen the laif of the Craft deliveris 
onything upone the said Alexander, and quhen the Dekyn hes ony 
actioun of his awin a contrar the said Alexander that he siklyke be 
removit quhill the said actioun be decydit, and thairupone hes tane 
his instrument* 

Item siklyke James Beltan, Dekyn, in presens of the said Alexander 

and the haill Crafty hea tane ane instrument that the said 

Alexander hes submittit him simpliciter to his Craft. 

The quhilk day it is devysit be the maist part of the haill Craft, 

tweiching the plaintis maid be the Dekyn, Robert Robertsoun, and 

Dayid Kelour upone Alexander Quhythill for the manassing and 

dispersoning of the Dekyn and the saidis persones, and in speciall in 

presens of the haill Crafb in the Inche. The said Alexander admittand 

him of his awin proper confessioun to his Craft. The quhilk Craft 

singularii beand swome to declair thair myndis upon the said fiiultis. 

The Craft being advjrsit heirwith, decemis that the said Alexander 

incontinent sail sit down upone his kne and sail ask forgiffiiess, 



i/.c, In the third Indlctlon of the Ponttfloate of Pope FMd the Third, baftm J«bms 
Beltea end the whole HMiimenxMii Grmft 

The wotd ''iaetniiiiaiit" ooeim fraqtMiitly in the mlnutee. When a noteiy is oeUed to 
Attest the truth of what has taken place, he is reqnesfeed after its oompletlon to make out a 
fonnsl statflBoent of what has been done, and a piece of Bitrer is pot into his hand, in prasenee 
of witnesses, \ry the Procurator or party addi^, Hie object of tills form being to attract the 
attention of the wttoessss. It Is technically styled " taking of instruments," and is in use 
in notailal acto to the pre s en t day. 
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first at the Dekyn, secundlie at Robert Robertaoan, and thridlie at 
Dayid Kelonr for the saidis fisialtiSy ptomittand never to do siklyke, and 
sail pay to Sanct Eloj thre pounds of wax incontinent. And gif it 
sail happin the said Alexander Quhythill to disobey the Dekyn as 
said is in tyme cuming, in that cace the said Alexander sail pay the 
panis contenit in the instrament contenit in the common bnik 
unforgiffin. 

The zxtU day of Mai! Inno xl qninto. 

The quhilk day comptit and reknit with Johne Kinloch, compositoar, 
of all his intromiBsiounis of the yeir bygane, the said Johne restis 
awand to the Craft xvjs. i^'d. 
Item the Craft restis awand to James Beltan, Dekyn, ... vs. ii^d. 

The quhilk day the Crafb hes chosin David Keilour to thair Dekyn 
for the yeir nixt to came, and Andro Brydie, compoeitonr. 

The quhilk day it is ordenit be the haill Craft that the Dekyn sail 
nocht intromet with Sanct Eloyis geir, nothir ressave nor depiirse, 
hot allenarlie the compositeur at the command of the Craft. 

The xtI day of Jonii Jtnno xl quiiito. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and the haill Craft beand present for 
the tyme in the under tolboith, with ane consent that quhair the 
plaint maid be Robert Robertsoun and James Beltan upone Robert 
Hair tweiching the iniureis allegit done to uthirs, hes statute and 
ordenit for to cess cummaris and pley appeirandlie to happin in 
tyme cuming betuix the said parteis that quhilk of thame sail happin 
in ony tyme to cum to inquiet, molest, trubill, or gif evill wordis to 
uthir or to uthir servanda ethir in thair buithis, bowses, or ony uthir 
place quhatsumevir he that makis the fault, it beand noterlie knawin 
or ma be provin be faithfull witnes, sail pay to Sanct Eloy half ane 
stene of valx without ony remissioun. And the rediest geir that the 
&ulter hes to be poyndit thairfor and siklyke betuix George Lathangy 
and Balmen. 
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The qubilk day James Beltan ia put in the will of the Craft of aiM 
pound of Talz. 

The zzril day of Jnli! the yeir of God Jm Te zlr yeria. 

The quhilk day Alexander Qohyt, Johne Ejrnloch, and Alexander 
AndeiBoun are cuming souertie and dettours to the Craft for Johne 
Jameeonn to pay to the Craft iiij Us. for his entree, thairof ij marka at 
Andersmes nixt to cume^ and ij maxks at the Feist of Palmesoonday 
nixt thaireftir, and the remanent ii marks at the Feist of Yitsoimday 
immediate thaireftir, quha ar boand 1>e the faithis of thair bodeis 
coninnctlie and severalie. And siklyke Dioneis Carstoun is becnming 
sonertie for the said Johne for xi^s. and ii^d. betnix the dait present 
and the Feist of Vitsounday immediat following. 

The xi day of Beptember the yeir of Ood Jm Ye mad xIt yeM& 

The quhilk day befoir the Dekyn and certane brother of Craft is 
comptit and reknit betoix George Lathangy and David Hendersoun, 
his servand. The said Dayid Henderaoun makand to the said 
George ane moneth service efter this dait present And the said 
David granttis him weill content and payt of all thingis bypast, and 
granttis him payt of the monethis service that is to cume eftir this 
dait. And atoor and the said David Hendersoun mak ony brok 
&a the said George unto the ischay of his terme that the said David 
sail pay half ane stene of vax, and the said brok be in the said 
David's default And siklyke and the said George strik the said 
David that he sail pay to Sanct £loy twa pounds valx. 

The f eid day of Oetobop Aaao folvsaid. 

The quhilk day tweiching the fault done be Henry Merschell to 
John Kynloch servand, for the withhalding of his hat and uthif 
iniureis, the Dekyn and haUl Craft hes found the said Henry to 
haif faultity and hes decemit him to deliver the said hat, and to be 
poyndit incontenent for ane pound of vax. And hes ordenit quhilk 
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of tiie saidia serrandis faillis to QtMi in tyme earning to pay to Sanct 
£loy twa poumlia of valx unfoigifi&n. 

The xl day of Jvnli tha yeir of God Jm Yc and xl sex yeris. 

The quhilk day Johne Lufrant hes tane Sanct Eloyis broddis for 
fyve marks money, the tane half thairof to be payt at Sanct Androis 
day nixt to cume, and the tothir half at the inventioun^ of the Cross 
called Beltane terme, dait thaireftir, and the said Johne sail paynt the 
broddis on his awin expensis. 

The quhilk day Archy Wryght is enterit be David Kelour, Dekyn. 

The quhilk day come enterit to David Kelour, Dekyn, Henry 
Merschell ; and siklyke Robert Brachty. 

The lU day of JnniL 

The quhilk day is enterit Patrick Robertsoun be David Kelour, 
Dekyn. And siklyke Robert Atkyn is enterit upon his faders 
fredome be David Kelour, Dekyn, and hes set Tysday nixt to cume to 
mak his banket. 

The xTi day of Jnnii the yeiF of Ood Jm Yc and xlvi yeria. 

The quhilk day Andro Brydie, eompositour, hes maid his compt 
in presens of the Dekyn and faaill Craft of all upsetts, prenteschipis, 
brod silver, oulkis penny, and all uthir severall thingis. The said 
Andro hes deliverit to the Craft xiij lis. xis. viijd. of money. And 
siklyke he has deliverit ane gold ryng of Andro Dogleiss for xls. ; 
ane gold ryng with ane crammosie belt in plege for Henry Merschell 
for iiij marks ixs. iiijd. ; ane silver saltfut for viij marks for Patrick 
Robertsoun and Andro Trumpet to mak it gude; ane silver ryng 
for Robie Brachty in plege for xxs. And Dioneis Caveris, cautioner 



iThat was the Srd of May, on which day there was an annual festival in monory of the 
disoorery in the fourth centuxy after the cnioifixion of the wooden Oross of Oalvary, by tho 
mother of Oonatantine the Great. The traditional stoiy of that Gross, since it was found, is a 
miraoulous " inrentioun." Pieces of wood were said to have been chipped off It and 
distributed to churches in Burope, sufficient to build a frigate, while the Cross itself in 
Jerusalem neyer became smnller. 
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for Archj Wrycht for vii marks. And Jobne Jamesoim oautuMier 
restis awand xls. Johne Lufrant restia awand of the biroddia zxiija., 
and Sir Jame Gundie for Bobie Atkyn xiiijs. Patrick Keir, cautioner 
for Kobie Brachty for iiij marka, and the said Andro rests awand to 
the Craft of all his intromissiounis iiij lis. yiis. yiid., and Hee laid in 
plege for the samyn twa haids and pendasses of silver, and the Graft 
hes dischairgit the said Andro simpiiciter of all uthir tfiingis to the 
day present. 

The quhilk day the haiU brother of the Craft with ane consent hes 
chosin David Kelor, Dekyn for the yeir to cume. The quhilk day 
the haill Craft hes chosin Robert Wynram, compositour for the yeir 
to cume be the advise of them all, and likevyse hes chosin Johne 
Strait, officiar for the yeir to cume. The quhilk day the Dekyn 
and haill Graft hes chosin thir persones undervretin to assist and to 
counsell with the Dekyn in ony matterris that oocurris — that is to say, 
Robert Robertsoun, David Donaldsoun, Andro Andersoun, Alezr. 
Andersoun, Johne Kynloch, Thomas Bryssoun, Andro Dogleiss, 
Dioneis Gaweris, Alexr. Quhythill, Thome Smyth, for the yeir in to 
cume, and Andro Brydie. 

The T day of Jalil Imao zl sazt* 

The quhilk day it is statute and ordenit be the avyse of the Dekyn 

and haill Graft that in tyme to cimie quhat nudster or brother of 

Graft that beis chosin compositour, and ressavis Sanct Hoyis money 

and box in keiping quhen the Craft hes ony necessar actiounis ado 

with money, that the compositour sail anser the Dekyn <^ Sanct 

Eloyis box to end the said actiounis, it beand for the weiU of the 

Crafty and quhat compositour faills or ganestandis to do the samyn 

it beand notedie knawin, he sail (pay) ane stane of vax to the Sanct 

unforgiffin. 

The zliy day of Oetober Anno xl sazt* 

The quhilk day it is statute and ordenit be the Dekyn and haill 
Craft, except Robert Young and his sone, that in all tyme to cume 
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quhat maiBter that ressayis ane prenteiss, he sail pay to the alter twa 
marks money and ane mark to the banket^ and sail present his 
prenteiss to the Dekyn or he be enterit to ony wark, under the pane 
of ane pound of yalx unforgiffin. 

The quhilk day it is statute be the Dekyn and Craft foirsaid, that 
quhat brother of Craft in tyme cuming that hes beine prenteiss within 
the Burgh sail pay for his upset x lis. to the Craft, and he that hes 
been prenteiss without the Burgh sail pay for his upset xij lis. to the 
Craft, togidder with the banket, to the haill Craft of use and wont. 

And lykvayis quhat fremanis dochtir being madin that marreis 
ane Hammerman in tyme cuming sail be enterit als free as ony 
Hammermanis sone payand his banket and xiiijs. als weill outman as 
inman. And for observing of gude ordour quhat prenteiss that castis 
at his maiateris hand, and will nocht mak him gud service to the 
isschay of his terme bot passes thairfra, sail nevir be enterit maister 
amang the said Craft, and ilk prenteiss sail be ane feall twa yeris or 
he be ressavit maister, and sail be examinat ane sufficient craftisman 
quhat occupatioune quhatevir he be of. And for the observing and 
keiping of tW statutis foirsaid the haill brether hes oblist thameself, 
and hes subscryvit the samyn with thair handis on the pen, and 
quhat he beis that makis ony supplicatioun in the contrair to the . 
Dekyn sail tyne his fredome in tyme cuming. 



David Kklouk, Dekyn. 
Andro Doglbiss. 
Gbobgb Flbmtng. 
Jamks Bbi/tan. ' 
Thomb Brtssoxtn. 
Robert Yotmo. 

WlLUB GiFFBN. 

William Young. 
Archt Wrtcht: 



DiONEiB Caveris. 

GiLBBRT RbTTRAY. 

johnb robbrtsottn. 
Johns Ktklooh. 
George Bow. 
Henry Merschell. 
Thome Kynpont. 
Robert Hair. 
Alex. Andbrsoun. 
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David Dokaldsouv. 

ROBRST BraCHTT. 

Nbilub SirzTB. 

JOHKE LUFRBKT. 

DioNsis Cabstouk. 
Andro Akdkrsoun. 
Thome Smtth. 
Patie Balmbn. 
David Hobnb. 
William Monspbitnt. 
Henbt Lufrant. 

JOHNE RbTTRAT. 

David Pitgaieke. 



Obobdim Latharot. 
bobbbt bobbriboum. 

PaTRKK BOBBKiaODK. 
JOHNB JaMBSOUN. 
ROBBRI COLBBRT. 
ROBBRT AtRTN. 

johnb rogt. 
Gborob Thobskaill. 

Kixnt. QlaBB. 
JoHNB MONGRBIF. 

Gborob Allan. 
Jambs Davidsottk. 



The zil day of NoTember Inno xlvi. 

The quhilk day it is found be the haill Craft that Robert Atkyn 
hes faillit to David Kelour, Dekyn, quhair he tuik wark fra his 
buthe quhen ane heland mau was seikand him in the samyn with ane 
sowrd to mend. And ordenis the said Robert to pay ane pound of 
valz to Sanct £loy, and to ask the Dekynis forgifnes anent the 
Dekynis buthe dur for the said fault and to abstene in tyme cuming 
under the pane of ane stone of valx. 

The zviy day of FebFuar Anno Dni Jm Ye xItJ. 

The quhilk day it is statute and ordenit be the Dekyn and haill 
maisteris of Cmft with ane woce without diaerepaace, that in all 
tymes to cume thair sail nothir feall nor prenteis oume furth to the 
Inche or ony uthir place quhen the maisteris takis ony futball of ane 
brother of Craft, bot saU remain at hame at thair labouris and wirk 
in thair maisteris buthis, and quhat feall or prenteiss that dots the 
contrair and disobeis his maisteris command, the feall sail pay to 
Sanct Eloy ane pound of valx unfoi^iffin. And his maister 
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quhatsnmeTir he be eall anser for the said valx of the rediest of his 
■errandis fie. And sikljke the maister sail anaer for ane pound of 
Talz for his prenteiss, and to be pojndit thairfor, and for this cawse, 
beeawse upone the day preceding this dait the servandis maid ane 
divisioun amangis the maisteris in the tjme of the earning fra thair 
banket under silence of the nycht, and had nocht bene the better 
counsel! had maid sclaiichter amangis thameself. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft of the Hammermen hes 
statute and ordenit that thir persones underwretin quhilkis was the 
principall cawsers of the divisiounis foirsaid — ^that is to say, David 
Home, Alexr. Glass, John Stoute, William Hendersoun, Andro 
Yobster, Robert Borthik, James Merser, and James Rey sail cume 
altogidder and pass bairhaid befoir the Craft berand thair drawin 
quhingaris in thair handis be the poynt. And they sail sit doune 
upone thair kneis and sail deliver thair quhingaris be the poynt as 
said is to the Dekyn, and ask him foi^giffnes and the haill Craft for 
the iniuries be thame in the tyme of the Craftis conventioune, 
promittand faithfullie nevir to do siklyke in tymes cuming. And 
becawQe the saidis David Home, Andro Yobster, and James Rey war 
principall beginnaris and occatioim of the said divisioune, that 
throw the quhilk was gret apperance of skaith and sclauchter, the 
Dekyn and Craft hes desoemit with ane wooe that ilk ane of thame 
thre sail pay incontenent twa poundis of valx to Sanot Eloyis alter. 
And ilk ane of the remanent persones sail pay ane pound of valx, and 
to be poyndit thairfor, or else to be dischairgit of all labour ay and 
quhill the said walx be payt. And for the eschewing of siklyke 
oummeris in tyme cuming the Craft hes ordenit that quhat servand or 
prenteiss of the said Craft that makis ony pley amangis them bot 
allenarlie sail treit uUiir as brother bot ony maner of divisioune, als 
Weill fyremenis servandis, saidlaris servandis, goMsmythis servandis, 
potteraris and pewteraris, without ony maner of divisioune, bot to 
be ane as thai sold be. 
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The quhilk day hes found that Patrik Robertsoune hes failit in 
his saying to the Dekyn,*and hes ordenit the said Patrik to ask the 
Dekyns f orgiffiies on his kneis, and to pay half ane pound of tsLl 
And gif he beis foundin in sik ane fault in tyme ouming he sail pay 
to the alter half ane stene of vali. 

The xim day of XsMhe Anno Dm Jm To xItI yeris. 

The quhilk day the plaint maid be the Dekyn upone Thomas Smyth 
for the bying of certane ooUis quhilk the Dekyn had booht of befoir. 
The haiU Craft hes ordenit the said Thomas to pay incontinent to 
Sanct Eloy twa poundis of valz, and to be poyndit thairf or, and to 
abetene in tyme cuming under the pane of oontenit in the buike. 

The first day of Jnnll the yelr of Ood Jm To and zItU yeria 

The quhilk day Robert Robertsoun, compositour, hes maid his 
compt and rekning to the Dekyn and haill Craft of all his ressaits 
fra his entree to the dait present^ his haill chaiige eztendis to 
zzij lis. vs. ixd. And thairof the said Robert hes ezonerit him of 
play silver for valx and money gifl&n to wageours and uthir necessaris 
pertening to the Craft, extending to xvi lis. xiiijs. vid. Sua the said 
Robert restis awand to the Craft de daro y lis. xijs. iijd. 

Heiiof ressavit of the foirsaid rest in money, ... iii j lis. vs. viid. 

Item, ane silver ryng for zxvis. viijd. 

Item awand be J<^me Lufrant ane termee maill of the brod silver 

of the yeir bygane^ twa marks and ane half to be payt at 

Sanct Barbara day.^ 
Item in Andro Biydeis hand of the net silver zzijs. and siklyke 

xls. xid. of auld. 
Item in the Dekynis hand of the oidkis penny vij lis. vis. viijd. for 

the quhilk he laid silver plegis — vis., ane new haid and penden 



lit,, ittk Dwember. Buten warn a Vfaqgln md » Uaityr ol tha 4ta omtaaj. 



THB HAMMSBMEN BOOK. 



61 



of silTer, and twa peoea of ane cheinzie belt with ane rois in the 
middifl. 

The qnhilk day Patrick Robertsoun hes deliverit viij marks and 
hes reasavit his plegis, in oompleit payment of his upset. 

Item, the said day innumerat in the kist of money xix marks xijs. vid., 

and iiij lis. ts. vijd. and vis. vid. 
Item restand awand be Johne Lufrant upone ane targat, ane cross, 

ane gold ryng, and ij silver ryngis, vi cronis of vecht. 
Item, the said day Dioneis Caweris hes maid compleit payment of twa 

netts of the yeir of God Jm Yc and xlvi yeris. 

The quhUk day the haill Craft hes disohaiigit David Kelour. 
Dekyn, of all comptis except the sowme upone his plegis to the dait 
present for the oulkis penny and all utheris. 

The quhilk day the maistpart of the Craft hes chosin Thomas 
Bryssoun, alias Buntene, to be Dekyn for yeir to cume, and elykvayis 
hes chosin Johne Kynloch to be compositeur for the yeir to cume. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes chosin thir persones 
undervretin to be counsell to the Dekyn, and to sit on plainttis and 
uthir matteris of the Craft — ^that is to say, David Eelor, Dioneis 
Caweris, Robert Robertsoun, Sandie Quhythill, Andro Brydie, Thome 
Smyth, David Donaldsoun, William Toung, Alexr. Andersoun, Johne 
Lufrant. 

Tha zi day of Jvidl the yeir of 6od Jm To zlvil yeris. 

The quhilk day Thomas Bryssoun, Dekyn, Thomas Eynpont^ 
Patie Balmen, and John Rogie hes tane the gait penny and xiid. of 
the cumling fealls for zxvis. viijd., thair entres to be the day of the 
dait present^ and to indure for ane yeir, the haiU payment to be maid 
at Yitsounday. 

The quhilk day Johne Lufrent hes tane Sanct Eloyis broddis for 
fyve marks, thairof twa marks- and ane half at Andersmes nizt to 
cume, and ii marks and ane half at the Inventioun of the Holy 
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Oooe, callit Beltane, in oompleit payment of the Mdd ▼ mark% and 
the said Johne sail pay incontenent twa marks and ane half to the 
oompoaitour that he reetia awand of the yeir last bjpast. 

The qohilk day the Dekyn and maiateris of the Graft hea atatuta 
and ordenit the oulkis penny to be gadderit for this yeir to cumei 
and to begin upon Setterday, vis., the xviii day of Junii, and to be 
deliverit be the gadderaris anis in the xy dayis under the pane of 
ane pound of valx, conforme to the statuttis maid of befoir to the 
compoeitour. And to mak compt of ilk man that gadderis it and 
quhat thai get upon Yitaoundayis Vednisday. 

The niU day of JvlU tha yalr of God ta To zIyQ yarls. 

The quhilk day the haiU Craft hea statute and ordenit tweiching 
the faltis maid be Johne Lufrent in dispersoning of the Dekyn and 
manessing againis him in gret oontentioun of the Dekyn and Crafty for 
the said faltis the haill Craft statutis and ordenis that the said Johne 
Lufrent sail cume on Sounday that nixt cumis in the tyme of the mess 
in presence of the Dekyn and haill Craft with ane pound candill in ilk 
hand, and thair sail ask the Dekyn and haiU Craft forgifness^ And 
also sail ask the Dekyn and haill Craft forgifnes quhair he maid 
him the falt^ And ilk ane of his twa serrandis sail pay ane 
pound of yalx, and sail ask the Dekyn forgifnes siklyke quhair thai 
maid the fault, failzeand that thai fulfil not this decreit ilk ane of 
thame sail pay ane stene of valx to Sanct Eloyis lycht. And this we 
do for observing and keeping of gud rewle. 

Tha m day of Beptambar tha yatr of God Jm Ye zItU* 

The quhOk day the Dekyn and the maisteris of the Craft hea 
enterit Williame Brussoun^ nuuster, amang thame to use himself aa 



iThto ciM of Johne Lufrent, and othar enns in tlteae mlnutea, ikaw how iht 
and Graft orderad offenden to do jmnuntm in tho church In tho faoo of tho eongTCgatJon. 
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ane maister. And that restis he awand to the Craft of his upset 
xlyjs. iiijd. And that he oblisses him to pay quhen the Graft 
misterisi^ he being wamit aucht dajis affoir or thai misterit. 

Vho xz day of Oetober in the yeir of Ood ane thoatand lyre hsadFod 
and f6iirUe tevln yevis. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes set ane of thair 
watteris' to Johne Smatoun for ane yeir to cume for xxij marks, to be 
payt within x dayis. 

The zxyIU day of Oetober in the yeir of God Jm Ye zlvy yeris. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and the haill Craft hes set thair tothir 
watter to Dioneis Caweris for this yeir for xxij marks, to pay the yeris 
mail! bypast^ within aucht dayis, and to pay this yeir to cume ale 
sone as he beis requerit be the Dekyn. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes enterit Walter Low, 
prenteiss to Johne Smythe, his gudschir.' And the said Walter Low 
hes bound himself prenteiss to his said gudschtr for all the days and 
termes of xii yeris prenteiss and ane yeir for mait and fie. And the 
said John Smyth sail pay to the Craft vis. viijd. betuix this and 
Vitsounday nixt to cume, and vis. viijd. betwixt that and Mychalmes 
nixt thairefter foUowand. 

The tI day of Januap the yeir of God Jm Ye zItIU yerit. 

The quhilk day the maisteris of the Craft hes ordenit Andro Scottie 
to mak servis to Thomas Bnissoun, Dekyn, for the dait present 
quhill that same tyme tolmond. And the Craft for that hes cawsit 
the Dekyn to forgif the said Andro vijs. that he was awane to the said 
Dekyn, and hes augmentit him of his fie xs., and his buntay^ tane up 
of befoir. And this statute was maid be ressoun of thair compt and 
rekning befoir the said Craft And this we ordene him to do under 

iMuflten. sTheae were mlmon flshingi on the Tay. •Grandfather. 4Boimty. 
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the pane that he shall neyir mak servioe within this aaid Boigh. 

The penult day of Jannar the Dek jn and haill Craft hee statute 
and ordenit tweiching James Dayidsoun, Robert Bobertsounis ojy* 
that quhair the Craft hes foundin that he wald not enter him in thair 
oontemptioimis and hold him at labour, for the quhilk ftdtis maid be 
the said Robert and James that the haill Craft hes statute and ordenit 
that the said James Davidsoun sail not be ressavit prenteiss to the 
Craft without dowbill prenteiss entres, and sail not enter maister 
quhill he pay to the Craft xx poundis, na sit na uthir of his oyis, nor 
sit na maister sail gif him labour under the pane of tjnsall of his 
fredome. 

The iz day of Fefenuuf. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and Craft has affixit the x day of 
Februar to Andro Biydie to enter his prenteiss, failyeand thairof to 
pay the painis contenit in the statuttis of this bake maid thairupoun. 

The xim day of Fefenuuf Anno x1y<J. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and maist part of the Craft hes ratefeit 
the gathering of the oulkis penny quhill Vitsounday nixt to cume and 
conforme to the last statute, and quhat he beis that disobeyis to pay 
the samyn, sail pay ane pound of valx unforgiffin. 

The quhilk day tweiching the fait done to David Murray be Alexr. 
QuhythiUis servandis, the Craft hes ordenit that they sail tak the 
twa boykynis and pass to the said Davidis buthe and ask him foigifnes, 
and ilk ane of thame to pay half ane pound of valx. 

The quhilk day tweiching the fait maid be Gibbie Clerk to Qeordie 

Thorskaill, and vald not admit him to the Crafty thairfor the Craft 
hes ordenit that the said Gilbert sail pay ane pound of valx, or else 
to tak ane dozen leichis' with Sanct Eloyis tawse. 
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The ferd dfty of Iprito the yeir of Ood im To zItUI yevii. 

The quhilk day the Dek jn and haiU Craft hes statute and ordenit 
for the welfair and profeit of the haill Craft that quhat maister of 
Craft in ony tymes to cume, that quhat oocupationis that evir he be of 
of the said Craft, that makis ony manner of vark of uther mennis 
stuf — ^that is to say, cutlers for making of byknyves, quhingaris, 
dudgeonis, hefts, or sowrds, slyparis, grethand, sowrds with hilt and 
plimmiets of uthir mennis, or lorimeris makand ony gairdis or uthir 
wark, or saidlaris to mak ony sadills of uther mennis tre^ or ledden 
for to fumeiss the merchandis buthis with, the said wark to be sauld 
daylie upon the Craftis teith, quhilk is againis the commoun-weill 
gifit be done for gude rewle keiping in tyme to cume and for the 
oommoun-weill and our profeit. That quhat maister of our said 
Craft beis found giltie in ony of the poynttis sail tyne his fredome 
of his said Craft, and his buthe be inolusit^ incontenent, and nevir to 
occupie the Craft in tyme cuming. And for observing and keiping 
of this statute the Dekyn and maisteris of the haiU Craft hes 
subscryvit this present statute with thair handis as efter foUowis. 
Sie iubscrtlniw: — 

JOHNB JaHESOUN. 

Robert Hair. 
Robert Youno. 
Andro Doolbiss. 
Andro Andbrbouk. 
johnb luprant. 
Andro Brtddb. 
Albx. Qfhythill. 

JoHNB ROOIE. 

Gborob Thorskaill. 



Thomas Bryssoun. 
DioNBis Cavbris. 

JOHNB EyKLOOH. 

Hbnrt Mbrsohbll. 
David Kelour. 

DiONBIB CaBSTOUN. 

Patib Balmbk. 
Thome Pait. 
Gborgb Lathanot. 

WiLUAME GiFFBN. 
WlLUAMB TOUNO. 



Robert Colbart. 
Archy Wrycht. 
David Donaldsoun. 
Thomas Wilbofn. 
Patib Bow. 
Andrew Thorskaill. 
Patriok Robertbouk. 
Gborob Bow. 
Robert Brachty. 
David Horne. 



iWood. njotLthw. »8hut. 
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The uiili «ay of Iprite tlM ydr •! CM Jm Ye zlviy 
The quhilk dftj the Dekyn and haill Graft hee tane in the aithie of 
James Beltan and Arohj Wiyoht and Robert Haire annenttie the 
breking of certane oontractis bound amang thameselfis under forme 
of instrument — ^that is to say, betuix George Bow and Williame 
Giffen, Williame Young and the said James and Arohy and Robert. 
And Robert Young verefeis and beris witness that the said Williame 
Giffen and Williame Young hes brokin thair awin contract. And 
hes clengit George Bow cleirlie, quhairfor the said Williame and 
Williame is in the Dekyn and Craftis will of thair unlayis. 

The zzT day of AprUe the yehr of Ood Jm Yo xlviU yeris. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes enterit and ressavit 
David Home, maister amangis thame, and hes payt his haill money 
thairfor. 

The zim day of MaU the yelr of 6od Jm Yo xItIU yeris. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and maist part of the Craft being 
convenit in the Inche for the reformatioune of the faltis done be 
Johne Lufrant to Dioneis Caweris, and uthir maisteris of Craft in the 
dispersouning of thame. The Dekyn and Craft hes found be famous 
witness that the said Johne hes faltit, and hes ordenit that the said 
Johne Lufrant sail ask forgifhes upone his kneis fra the said Dioneis 
and haill Craft upon the Brig of Tay, quhair he maid the fault. And 
hes obliss him nevir to do sic ane fault a contrar ane maister of Craft 
in tyme cuming imder the pane of tynsall of his fredome, and sail 
pay to the altar ij lis. of valx incontinent, the said Johne beand 
submittit to the Craft of his awin proper will. 

The xxiU of If ail the yelr of Ood Jm Ye and iIyU} yeris. 

The quhilk day Johne Kynloch, compositour, hes maid his compt 
to the Dekyn and haill Craft, quhais ressait eztendis to Yi,xXyi lis. 
xiijd|. The sowme of his haill dischairges payt for taxt and yax and 
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nthir byaainett perteining to the Graft extends to T^xXyXvii lis. izs. iiijd.^ 
Sua restis the said Johne awand to the Craft iij lis. xs. xxiijd^. Quhilk 
sowme of iij lis. xs. xxiijd|. he hes pajt and deliverit to the Craft the 
day of the dait present, togidder with ane pair of claounis for xxs. 
Item in Andro Brydie hand for his prenteis xxvis. viijd. in payment 

of the said sowme. 
Item in Johne Smettounis hand, ... ... ... ... x marks. 

Item in Dioneis Caveris hands, ... ... ... ... x marks. 

Item in the Dekvnis hand and Thomas Kynpont and 

Patie Balmen for the gait silver, ' ... vis. 

The quhilk day the haill Craft hes chosin Johne Eynloch, Dekyn 
for the yeir to eume, quha hes oblest him to gif na determinatioun in 
the thingis perteining to the toun, as to subscryve ony chairgis or 
uthir byssiness quhill he be advysit with his Craft. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes chosin David 
Donaldsoun and Thome Smyth, coniuncted, thair compositours, for 
this instant yeir, quha hes ressavit xliiijs. viid., and ane pair of 
clammis for xxs. 

The xxTili day of Mai! Anno xMil yeris. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes statute and ordenit 
that the oulkis penny be gadderit as it was of befoir, and to begin 
the secund day of Junii nixt to cume, and quha makis impediment 
that thai be punischit conforme to the first statute. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes statute and ordenit 
for the commoun weill and susteining of the watche orderlie as efferis, 
that q\ihat msuster of Craft that fallis to be maister of the watche, 
and he be absent the nycht he suld watche, he sail pay ijs. to 
thame that keipis the watche that nycht.^ And quha that sendis nocht 



iv,xx,xvii Ub. izs. iUJd. Thia sum is fire score and seventeen pounds, nine shillings, 
and four pence. 

9ThlB minute reminds of the stsrlces of Craftsmen in iratchJng the town, and th« 
penalties incurred by those who failed to senre, or were not "welll gelrit"— i.e.^ 
sufficiently accoutered for service. 
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ane servand the njcht that the aervandia watchis with the maistem or 
Bends nooht ane suffident serraiid weill geirit^ his maister sail pay for 
him iji. siklyke unforgiffin. 

The quhilk day the haill Craft hea devysit thir peraonee uader 
wretin to concur with the Dekyn in oay buaaineas oonceming the 
Weill of the Craft. Swa that the haill maisteria be nocht put to 
cummer quhen sik bysaineas oocurria, viz : — 



Gilbert Kbtiray. 
Thome BBTseouN. 
Gboroe Bow. 
David Donaldboun. 
David Kblour. 



! robib colbart. 
Robert Robsbtsoun. 

AnDRO THOBSKAIUi. 

Andro Brtdib. 



DlONBlB CaVERIB. 

Andro Akdbrsoun. 
Akdro Dogubiss. 
Albxr. AnDBR80UN. 



The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hea ordeuit and statute 
that quhat maister of l^Vaft that standis up and procuris for ane uthir 
or makis moleatatioun, or flyttis, or disperaonis uthir in the visage of 
the Craft, sail pay sa oft as he feltiB viijd., to be payt incontinent 
without the said maister haif license of the Dekyn. 

Undadflw iudi zMU yaria. 

The quhilk day Andro Thorskaill hea tane fra the Dekyn and the 
Craft Sanct Eloyis broddis with the gait penneis and the xijd. of the 
cumline feallis for this instant yeir for sex markis and hes plesit the 
oompoaitouris for the samyn in hapd. 



The zz day of larval Aiiao xlTty yevia. 

The quhilk day Robert Colbart^ Andro Brydie, Willie Bryaaoun, 
and Willie Young hea tane Sanct Eloyia netta of the kingia watteria 
for xl markia, and twa cronia of the aone to the drink, to be payt the 
aamyn day to the ocnnpoaitour for the releif of the taxt^ the aaidia 
peraonea coniunctly and aeveralie. 
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n« XY dfty Of BepiMibar the yelr of God am Yo xItUJ yevii. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and maiart part of the Craft hes found 
that Andro Brjdie hes faltit gretmnlie to the haill Craft for non- 
payment of the net silver, cawsand the haill Graft to be put to the 
quenis grace home. And thairefter for his disobediance of the Dekyn 
in presens of the haill Craft within Sanct Annis chepell, and therfor 
hes ordenit that he pay to Sanct Eloy incontenent ane stene of valx. 
And hes dischairgit him of thair cumpanie of Court and plaint for ane 
yeir to cume. And gif he do siklyke in tyme cuming or ony uthir 
brother of Craft thai sail tyne thair fredome of the said Craft. And 
the said Andro to pay his dewties to the Craft as efferis nochtwith- 
standing his absence. 

The xxim day of September the yehp of God Jm Yo and xlvliU yeris. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes ordenit that Wm. 
Gififen, ane of the brother of the said Craft, for his disobediance of the 
Dekyn and Craft he sail reesave ane candill fra John Strait at his 
buthe dure. And sail cum befoir the Dekyn and Craft to the kirk 
bairhaid, and sail offer the said candill to S^^et Eloy upone his kneia, 
and sail ask the Dekyn forgifnes promittand and he evir commits sik 
ane fault he sail tyne his fredome, and he sail pay xviijs. or his 
buthe dure be opnit, and sail pay twa poundis of valx to be aue candill 
to Sanct Eloy. And also sail cess his yyfe fra iniurious v(»rdi8 in 
tyme cuming sa far as he may. 

The iz of October the yeir of God Jm Yo and zlvlU yeris. 

The quhilk day it is statute and ordenit be the Dekyn and haill 
Craft that quhat feall or prenteis in tyme cuming that puttis handis 
on ony of the maisteris of the Craft he sail nevir be maid freman nor 
maister to the said Craft. And gif ony maister makis ane fault to 
ony prenteis or servand he sail came to the Dekyn and mak ane 
plaint and he sail haif remaid. And elykwayis it is ordenit that 




quhat prenteiB or servaiid in tjxne cuming tliat casts siiiderB at 
uthir upone the gait or stania, or puttis sindera under the horaia 
taUlia, quhairthrow the maisteria cumia ofttymea in cummer, the 
caater of the said aiuderia aall paj inoontenent twa poundia of valx to 
Sanct £loy. And beoawa Edwart Gray bea faultit to Geoidie 
Thorakaill, the Dekyn and Craft hea ordenit that he paaa bairhaid 
bef oir the Craft with ane drawin quhingar in hia hand to the place 
quhair he maid the fault, and ask the said Gec»rge forgifnea^ and sail 
pay ane pound of vax incontinent. And gif he doia siklyke in tyme 
cuming he sail tyne hia fredome. And for the niair obeerring and 
keiping of the premiaea, the Dekyn and Craft hea cawait the noter 
underwretin subacryre this preaent wreting. Sik mbicnbitur. 

Jacobub Gundik, Notariua Publicua. 

The iziU day of lonember the jalr of God im Yo and xIyUJ yeria. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Graft hea atatute and ordenit 
that in tymea cuming WiUiame Toung aall nocht aell hia hiltia nor 
gairdia till ony outman, and in apeciall to Jamea Hunter, hot aall 
bring thame to the Dekyn ania in the oulk. And the Dekyn aall 
oawa him to haif paymenta thairfor, aa the aaid Villiame aauld thame 
to outmen, failyeing thairof he aall be f re to adl thame quhair he 
pleiaaea. And gif he aellis ony be coUuaion to ony outman he aall pay 
to Sanct Eloy ane atene of vax unforgifBn. The price of ilk dowaone 
xxxiiiJB. and xii for ilk dowaone, and faOyeing of payment he aall be 
fre to aell hia geir quhair he pleiaaea. And Jamea Beltan to haif 
ilk oulk viij pair, Willie Bryaaoun vj pair, Archy Wrycht vj. pair, and 
Robert Hair iiij pair. 

The zU day of Jaaaar Anno zlvlU yeria. 

Quhilk day the haill brother of the Hammennen being conTenit in 
the South Inche for the weiU of yair Crafty comperit Johne Kynlooh, 
Dekyn of the aamyn, and gef in hia complaint upone Geoige Colti 



THB HAHMBBXBN BOOS. 



71 



his feall, auent the drawing of ane quhingar to him in contrar the 
statutia maid of befoir, and desyrit the said statutis to be put in 
execution eftar the tenour of the samyn. The saidis haill bretiier being 
Weill awysit thairwith fand the said George culpabill thairin. And 
thairfor ordenit that the said George suld cume this day befoir the 
haill brether of the said Graft to the said Johne Kynloch's buthe 
and thair offer him his quhingar be the pojnt bairhaid. And the 
mome offer ane pound candill of valz in tjme of hie mess to the 
said Johne, Dekyn, befoir thair alter, and put him in his maisteris 
will. And ratefeit and approvit the statutis maid of befoir in all 
poynttis. And in tymes cuming na servand nor prenteis wair ane 
quhingar. And the said statute to be put in executioun upon him. 
Subscryvit be the noter underwretin. Sie gubscribitur. 

Waltbbus SiiBTOUN, Notarius, 
manu sua. 

The zii day of Jimii the yeir of God im Ye zlix yerls. 

The quhilk day David Donaldsoun, compositeur, hes maid his 
comptis to the Dekyn and haill Craft, quhais ressait extendis to 
iiijxx lis., viii lis. iiis. iiid. 

The sowme of his dischairge iiijxx lis., xiiij lis. xis. yiijd. All his 
comptis ressayit and allowit be the Dekyn and haill Crafty quhilk 
Craft dischairgis the said David, and the said David dischairgis thame 
to the date present, all comptis tane dischairgit and allowit. 

Swa restis in Dioneis Caveris hands fy ve markis, quhilk he will pay 
incontenent, and in Johne Allanis handis ane prenteiss onenterit, and 
plegis of silver gevin to the Craft in comptis for ten poundis. 

The quhilk day thir persones underwretin hes chosin Johne Kynloch 
thair Dekyn for ane yeir'to cume, and thir ar the names of thame: — 



Jambs Bbltak. 

ROBBBT CoIiBABT. 

David Kbloub. 



Andbo Bktdib. 
GsoaaB Thorseaill. 

JOHNB LUFRBNT. 



Thomas Smyth. 
Johns Rooy. 
David DoNAiiDsouK. 
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JOHNK ALLiLN. 
ThOMAB DONAIiOaOUN. 

Henrt Mbbsohsll. 
Sandir Akdibsouk. 
R<»XRT Braohtt. 
Anbro Andibsoun. 
THOHJfi Pait. 



BoBT. Haib. 
bobhit youno. 
Johns Jamsboun. 
Williams Yoimo. 
Oboros Bow. 
Patrick Robbrisoun. 
Thomab Viiaoum. 



DiONRIB CaRBTOUN. 

Arohibald Wrtcbt. 
Andbo Thorbkaill. 
Thomas HKirDBRaouN. 
Grorob Lathamqt. 



The quhilk day the Dekjn and haill Craft hes ohoBin Wm. Young 
and Robert (.•olbert, compositours, for this yeir to cume, for till 
collect and gadder in the chaplenis annuell and all uthir commoun 
besines, tazatiounis, and quhat pertenia. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and Craft hes chosin Johne Allan, 
officiar, for this yeir to cume, and therfor the compositourB sail pay 
to him xiiijs. of fie, with his casualleteis of maisteris that was 
last enterit. And gif it beis fundin that the said Johne sayis or 
beris ony wrang relation betuix ony of the brother or maisteris of 
Craft that he saU tyne his office inoontenent and pay twa pound of 
valz unforgiffin. 

The quhilk day Robert Colbart hes tane Sanct Eloyis broddis with 
the gait penny and xijd. of the cumling feallis, for fyve markis and 
ane half, to be payt upone the mome efter midsomer day. 

The xUi day of JulU the yeir of God Jm Yo xllx yerlB. 
The Dekyn of Craft with the haill maisteris conimandis the oulkis 
pcnnyis he gadderit, ijd. of the maisteris and ane penny of the 
servandis for ane yeir, and the panis to be tane of thame that faillis 
in the gaddering of ilk xx dayis. 

The U day of Jannar Anno zllz. 

Quhilk day the haill brother and maisteris of the Hammermen, 
efter the hering of ane oomplent maid be Johne Kynlooh, thair 
Dekyn, to thame, upone Robert Hair and Henry Merschell, twa of 
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the brether of the said Craft, quhilk was sufficientlie provin that 
thai faUyeit gretumlie, and dispersonit, and missaying, and inobedient 
to the said Dekyn, quhen he was gadderand the taxt throw the Craft 
and provjdand peonatis eftir the proclamatioun, aJ9 use is quhen sikl jke 
occuris, and consideris thai haif forfaltit heirin. And thairfor ordenis 
ilk ane of thame on Sounday nixt to cum, to compeir affoir thair alter. 
And thair in tyme of hie mess to ask the said Dekyn foi^fn^ and 
offer to the alter ilk ane ane pound candill. And ay and quhill 
thai do the samyn to dowbill the candill ilk Sonday for thair 
contemptioun gif it hapinis. 

And also ordenis and statuttis be thir presenttis that Williauie 
Andersoun, cUias Hair, sail nevir haif service of ony maister of the 
said Craft, hot dischairgis him fre of thair ocoupatioun simpliciter 
becaws he aucht nocht to wirk amang thame that is ane sowter, and 
ferdir hes consideratioun of his manissing of the Dekyn. And 
thairfor ordenis quhatsumevir maister of Craft that giffis him service 
fra this hour furth to pay inoontenent ane stene of valx, and that 
how oft thai failyie becaws the samyn is conforme to the statutis 
made afoir that na sowtaris suld haif labour amang saidlaris, qnhilk 
statute we ratifie and apprevis to tak at all tymes effect. 

X of Febraar Anno zllz yevii* 

Quhilk day the Dekyn and haill brethen hes decernit Henry 
Messer and Charles Dischingtoun nevir to be enterit amangis thame 
freman to thair Crafty gif thai refuse to enter this day, becaws thai 
desyrit to be enterit at the Craft. 

Quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft, without discrepance, hes 
deschairgit Henry Messer, prenteis to Henry Merschell, nevir to be 
interit freman amangis thame to the fredome of thair Craft, and nevir 
to be ressavit maister, nor zit feall, nor haif service with na maister 
of Craft for na request nor solicitation that can be, or cum in the 
contrar. And heirto the Dekyn and haill Craft hes bound and 
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obl68t thftme nevir to cume in oontrar, bot to obserre the samyn in 
all tyme to cume. And to that efiect hee subsoryrit this wret lor the 
mair aecuretie with thair handis. And qnhat QUtister of Graft that 
evir conaentis to the broking of this wret to pay to the Dekyn and 
Craft to thair commoun-weill ten pound without raniasioun : — 

DiONEis Caveris, 



JohnbKynloch, Dekyn 
Thomas Brtssoun. 
Andro Brtdib, 
Patrick Robertboun. 
Robert Hair 
Henrt Merschell. 
Robert Brachtt. 
Johns Rogt. 
William Young. 



David Kelour, 
Alex. Quhtthill, 
Robert Young. 
David Horne. 
George Thorbkaill. 
George Lathangt. 
James Beltan. 



Gilbert Rettrat, 

WiLLLAJCE GbVAN. 

Alex. Andsrsouk. 
Patrik Balmen. 
JoHNE Gray. 

JOHNE MOSMAN. 

JoHKE Allan. 
Thomas Smtth. 
Andro Andebsoun. 

Sic Buhscrebitw. 
William Ramsat, Capellanus ac Notarius Publicus, dictarum 
personarum, manu sua. 

The xTiU day of Mail the year of Ood aae ihoaaand Ye and llfky yeria* 

Johne Kynloch, Dekyn, and Williame Young, Robt Colbert^ oom- 
positours, all thingis comptit and reknit of all maner of comptis 
and intromissiounis hard, gevin in, and dischargit simpliciter, be the 
haill Craft. Swa reetis the Craft awand to the saidis Williame and 
Robert, xvs. viijd. 

The xl day of Jmili Anno IJrfUe yeria. 

The quhilk day Thomas Bryssoun and Johne Lewfrand hes tane 
the brodis, the gait penneis, and the xijd. for ane yeir to cume for 
fyve markis and ane half, to be payt the mome eftir Midsomer day. 

The xxiUJ day of September. 

Alexr. Andersoun, Decan of the Hammermen for the tyme, with 
consent of the maist pairt of the haill Craft, nocht hurtand the 
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smythiB, hes statute and ordenit that na out serrand that was nooht 
prenteis in the tonn be reaaavit to wirk be ony maister without he 
sail pay zxs. to Sanct Eioyis alter, or he enter to wirk. 

The year of Ood ane thovsand Yo and fifty yevia. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill maisteris of the Craft all in 
ane voce without discrepance has statute and ordenit that the haill 
lorimeris that mak lorimer wark — ^that is to say ryding wark, sail sell 
ane mowet bit for thre schillingis, the cheinzie bit for twa schillingia, 
ane pair of stirrep ironis for twa schillingia, the gang of cheasall 
bukkillis for xvid. And gif ony saidlaria that sellis ony of this geir 
bot with thair f nmist saddills sail thoill ane dint of the haill Craft. 

The X day of Monembev the yelr of Ood Jm Yo and flftie yeria* 

The Dekyn and haill Craft beand present for the tyme ordenis that 
the lorimeris sail find the geir perteining to lorimeris to mak to the 
saidlaris, thai sail haif it reddy gud sufficient stuf on the price above 
specifeit. The lorimers havand auoht dayis at the beginning, 
thairefter thai haif the saidis geir reddy on the price f oirsaid under 
the pane of [Penalty not entered.] 

The zziy day of Nonember the yelr of God ane thovsand lyre 
handreth and fifty yeris. 

George Harlaw was ressavit prenteis to James Belten, and that 
be the Dekyn and brether of Craft as ane prenteiss afferit. 

The zz day of Mali the yelr of Ood Jm Yc and 11 yeris. 

The comptis laid be Andro Brydie and Andro Andersoun, 
eompositouris, for this instant yeir, the samyn beand admittit be the 
haill Craft, the said compositeurs restis awand to the Craft iij lis. iijs. 

The quhilk day the haill Craft in ane vooe without discrepance or 
variance hes eleotit and diosin David Donaldsoun thair Dekyn for 
this instant yeir, and Williame Young and David Home, compositours, 
siklyke for this instant yeir. 
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The ziim day of lUi the yelF of 6od ana Jm Te aad llftie aae yorii. 

The Dekyn and haill Craft of the Hammermen in ane woce without 
discrepance hes dischairgit Johne Roberteoun of his futball for 
pleeour and thanks done to thame, Sir Thomas Burrell, noter, the 
said Johne payand yi markis : thre markis at Midsomer nixt to cume 
and iij markis at Pahneeoimday nixt followand, nocht payand the 
samyn at the dyatts preoedand, he sail tyne the money gevin and be 
dischairgit of the Craft and fredome. 

The ziy day of Jnlil the yelF of CM Jm Tc and fifty ane yerls. 
The Dekyn and the haiU Craft hes chosin and electit thir persones 
foUowand to sit upon snudl matteris, swa that the Craft be not tareyt:^ 



DiONxis Cavxris. 
GaoBOB Bow. 
Albxr. Andbbsoun. 
Thomas Wiuboxjn. 



JOHKB EtNLOCH. 

Thomas Bbubsoun. 
Jambs Bbi/tak. 

BOBBRT CoiiBART. 



David Kxlour. 
Andbo Brtdib. 
Andbo Andbbsoun. 
Thomas Ktwpont. 



The xxiiy day of Monember Anno li yeris. 

Quhilk day it is statute and ordenit be the Dekyn of the Hammer- 
men and tiie brother of the saidlaris of the said Craft, with consent of 
the haill brother of the said Craft, that quhat maister of Craft of 
the saidlaris or uthir servand quhatsumevir, that passes furth of the 
fredome of the said burgh to landvart to ony place, and wirks ony 
^ynd of saidlar wark to ony personis, incontinent he that dois the 
samyn, to pay to Sanct Eloyis lyoht ane stene of yax for the first 
fault. And gif he committs siklyke agane to tyne his fredome, and 
he be maister. And gif he be ane servand, nevir to be admittit 
f reman nor maister. 

Quhilk day it is statute and ordenit be the Dekyn and brether 
f oirsaid that na brether of the said Craft that usis to mak sowrd 
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gairdis, mak ony gairdis or sell ony gairdis except thai be tyne 

gairdiSy schome work, under the pane of payment of ane stene of vaz 

ilk tyme that thai faiLde. And George Bow, James Dayidsoun, 

Williame Tonng, David Pitcame, Williame Geffen, brether of the said 

Craft that usis to mak gairdis, hes oblist thame to observe this statute, 

of thair awin will, under the panis contenit in the samyn. And na 

man to tyne the gairdis bot he that makis thame. And Eobert Colbart 

disassentit heirto. 

Geobgb Bow. 

Jambs Dayidsoun. 

WiLUAMB Young. 

The lift day of Januar the yelF of CkNl ane Jm Yo and flfUe ane yeris. 

The quhilk day it is statute and ordenit be the Dekyn and brether 
of the Craft, that quhat brother of Craft disobeyis the Dekyn of Craft 
in ony maner of statute maid be him and the brether of Crafty or in 
ony poynt oonceming the said Craft of disobedience, that the said 
brother disobeyand quhatsumever, he sail cume with ane candill of 
twa poundis wecht of vaz in his hand, upon ane Sounday, or ony uthir 
Bolemnit day, and ask the Dekyn and brether of Craft forgifnes, and 
offer the said candill to Sanct Eloy for the fait, and gif he makis ane 
uthir fait he sail pay ane stene of yax sa oft as thai faJt. 
Item, Robert Brachty convictit in ane stene of vax ; Williame Toung 

ane pound of vax. Item, Archibald Wrycht ane stene of vax. 

Item, Thomas Eynpont in the will of the Craft. 

The aneht day of Jnnli the yeir of Ood ane Jm Yo and flftle tva yerlt. 

The compt maid be David Donaldsoun, Dekyn, Williame Young, 
and David Home, compositours, restis awand the said oompositours 
xxij lis. ixs. 

The wrettis awand by this to the Craft xxijs., and thre sadills and 
singill helter, ane dog leiss, ane pair of dowbill ledders, in wed of xvs. 
worth of vax. 
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IHe Muht day of ^nU luo flitto tm y«ls. 
Electit be the haill Craft James Belten, Dekyn; Andro firydie^ 
and James DaYidsoun, oompositouris. 

The ziiU day ef JmiU the yeiv of CM IQ yeria 

George Lathangj, Patrik Balmen, and Johne Allan, bes Sanct 
Eloyis broddifl with the gait penny, and xijd. of feallis for lijs., to be 
payt the mome eftir Midsomer day. 

The xxT day of Januar the yeto of Ood Jm To llftie-twa yerlt. 
Johne Robertsoun hes feit Olipher PittOow to wirk with him at the 
Saidlair Craft for iiijs. ilk oulk, quhill the feist of Sanct Mertenis nixt 
to oume, befoir the Dekyn James Belten, George Scot» and Sir 
Thomas BorrelL 

The zxiy day Matt Anno liq yoris. 
Restand in the compoeitours handis of this yeir bjpast, on maid 
compt as zit the sowme of thre scoir lis., ix lis. xiiijs. and ixd. by the 
brod silyer, and uthir small ressaits. 

The zxiii day of Matt the yelr of CM Jm To llftie-thM yoris. 

John Kynloch, electit Dekyn, and chosin to the Hammermen for 
this instant yeir be the haill Craft. 

Als Patrik Robertsoun and Thomas Vilsoun ar chosin positours 
be the Dekyn and Craft for this instant yeir. 

Item, this instant yeir ar chosin playaris, to wit : 



Gborge Allan, Trinitie. 
David Hobks, Eve. 
RoBSBT Colbert, the Serpent. 
Andro Ebloub, the Letill Angell. 
Johns Allan, the Devillis 

Chepman. 



Andro Thobskaili^ Marmadin. 
Andro Brtdib^ Adam. 
Patrik BALiiSN,the Mekle Devill. 
WiLLLAHB, the AngelL 
Williams Ktnloch, ane uthir. 
Johns Robsrtboun, Sanct Eloy. 



John Rooib and Thomb Pait to bear the banneris. 
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And the Dekyn and haill Graft hes choein thir peracmeB under the 
pane of half ane sl^ne of vax unfoigiffin.^ 

The zzx day ef Mail Anno li^ yeris. 

Comptit and reknit^ Williame restis awand to the Craft zxyiijs. yd. 

Item, Ando Brydie restis awand • Iviijs. izd. 

Item, Patrik Balmen, Johne Allan, George Lathangy restis awand of 
the yeir in Anno lij yeris, xzzijs. of the brod silver. 

Item, James Belten restis for the procuration of twa dayis with twa 
gadderings of oulkis pennies, and zzs. ressavit be him fra Alexr. 
Quhythill, in name of Williame Young, quhilk is allowit 
to the said Williame in his compt, and iij lis. iiijs., ressavit be 
him fra Williame, quhilk is allowit in his compt. 

Item, James Dayidsoun rests awand yijs. yijd. 

The zii day of Jmiii the yelr of Ood UU yerls. 

James Belten is geyin, hard, and ressayit, be the Dekyn and Craft 
his compt of the yeir above wretin, the Dekyn and the haill Craft 
ezoneris and dischairgis the said James of all thingis bygane and he 
thame siclyke. 

The quhilk day the haill Craft in ane voce hes set Robert Colbart 
the ^te pennies, the broddis, and the cumling feallis xijd. for fourtie 
schillingis for this yeir instant, to be payt the mome efter Midsomer 
day. 
The lint day of Injiist the yeir of Ood Jm To and HfUe thre yeris. 

The Dekyn and the maist pairt of the Craft hes descemit George 
Thorskaill in ane pound of valx to be tane incontenent for the 
missaying of Williame Giffen and manassing him in presence of the 
Dekyn and Craft, and sail ask the Dekyn and haill Craft forgifnes. 



iThe impodtkm of penalties euggeeti that then eoaM members of the Craft had become 
aTerae to be players on Corpus Cbrlsti Day, and, as usual, the upholders of public religious 
displays enforced obeenraBoe. 
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And aiclyk Williame Giffen ; and pnttis inhibitioun to the said Qeofge 
in tyme cuming of onj missaying under the pane of ane steneof rax. 

The Mzt day of September the yeto of CM Jm Yo and flfUe thre yeria. 

The Dekyn and the maist part of the Craft ordenis and Btatutia, 
that quhat maister of Craft in presence of the Dekyn and Craft 
missayis the Dekyn, or ony maisterLs of the Craft be miBsaying wordis, 
as leing, or ony misnorturit wordia, sail pay inoontenent ane pound of 
vax, and failyeing that, the Dekyn of the Craft for the tyme poyndis, 
nocht inoontenent, he sail pay the same himself inoontenent. 

The zziy day of Monember the yeir of Ood Jm Ye and flfUe thre yeris* 

The Dekyn of the Craft, John Einloch, and the haiU maisteris of 
Craft, few beand absent, dischalrgis Patrik Balmen of the mark callit 
the Sterne, quhilk is the mark of Andro Andersoun. And that the 
said Patrik sail use and strik his awin mark in his werk allenarlie 
and siclyke all uthir maisteris, sail use their awin markis allenarlie, 
in making of thair wark, quhilk mark thai ever usit, under the panis 
of tynsall of thair fredome and closing up of thair buithis, and nevir 
to bruik fredome agane in the said Craft. And the said Patrik sail 
compeir upone Sonday nixt, and offer ane valx candill affoir Sanct 
Eloyis alter at ten hours in presens of the Dekyn and Craft for the 
using of the said mark, 'and this to be observit and keipit in all tymes 
to cume. And inlykvayis statutis and ordenis that na servand of 
the Craft ressait, nor by, ony reddy wark pertening to the oocupatioun, 
other fra feall or cumling under the pane of ane pound of vax. And 
quhat maister or feall that lakkis ony maisteris wark, sail pay twa 
pound of yak. Bot glf it be the Dekyn and maisteris quha suld tak 
the assay of ilk mannis wark at tymes statute, and this to be observit 
in all tymes to cum. Sie gubtcrtbttur^ 

Thomas Burrbll, Notar, at the command 
of the Dekyn and Craft. 
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The xYil day of Mmii the yelF of CM Jm Ye and tyfUe-four yerlt. 

Johne Kinlocb, beand Dekyn for the tjme, and Thomas Wilsoun, 
oompofiitour. The comptis maid, hard, and ressayit be the Dekyn 
and Craft, baith of ressait and deliverance, restis awand to the said 
Thomas Wilsoune, xviijs. ijd. 

The quhilk day the Craft hes electit Johne E jnloch, and admittit 
and ressavit be thehaill. And James Davidsoun, compositour, chosin 
be the Craft for this instant yeir. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill Craft hes set thair net uponn 
the Kingis watteris to Williame Young for fyftie-three markis and xld., 
to be payt within aucht dayis eftir Midsomer nixt to cume, failyeing 
thairof to tyne ten poundis gevin in arlis for the samyn. 

The penult day of Mail Inno lyftle-foar yeris. 

The Dekyn of the Hammermen, with consent of the haill maisteris 
of Crafty statutis and ordenis that in all tymes to cume that na cumling 
servand be ressavit to labour with ony of the maisteris of Craft onto 
the tyme that he produce ane sufficient acquittance of his maister, 
with his endentour to quhome that he was prenteis or feall, or to 
quhat maister of Craft, and to produce the samyn to the Dekyn and 
certane maisteris of Craft. Efter the producing of his acquittance, 
his maister that he enteris to serve with to labour, sail pay to the 
Craft conforme to the statutis maid of befoir. And quhat maister 
tfiat enteris ony cumling to labour, and schawls nocht ane sufficient 
acquittance to the Dekyn, as said is, he sail pay for him as ane 
prenteis. For fulfilling, observing, and keiping of all and sundrie 
the premissis, the Dekyn and haill craft hes cawsit the noter under- 
wretin to subscryve this statute thair handis haldin at the pen : 



JoHNBETNLOCH,Dekyn 
Johns Rbttrat. 
Jambs Davidsoun.^ 



DioNBis Cavebis. 
Gbobgb Allan. 
Patib Balmbk. 



Robert Young. 
David Donaldsoun.* 
Andro Doglbiss. 



1 Donaldsoim and Davidaoun add to their algnataree, " with my hand. " 



Jaxsb Bkltan. 

AlTDRBW ThORSKAILL. 

WiLUAia OmsN. 
Thomab Smtth. 

JOHKB JaMIBSOUN. 

David Hobnb. 

DiONBIS CABBTOmr. 

Akdro Bbtdib. 
WiujAMB Totmo. 
Thomas Etnfont. 



David Kbloub. 
Thomas Wiuomr. 
BoBiBT Braohtt. 
Gborob Lathanot. 
Gborob Thobskaill. 
Patrick Robbbtsoun. 

JOHNB RdBBBlBOUN. 

Akdbo Andbbboub. 
Archibald Wbtoht. 



Gborob Bow. ^ 
Thomab Brtssoub. 
JoHBB Allan. 
David Pitcaibnb. 
Thomab Pait. 
Robbbt Golbabt. 
Albz. Glass. 
Hbnrt Mbrschbll. 
Wm. Monbpbnbt. 



Sie SubMribitWt 
Thomas Burrbll^ Notarius, ex speciale mandate 
dictarum penonarum, manu sua. 

The zii day of JvbU Abbo lilQ yeris. 

Andro Andersoun hes tane Sanct Elojis broddis for this instant 
yeir, and pay for the samjn fifty schillingis — that is to say, zxvs. at 
Andersmes and xxvs. at Midsomer. 

The seoond day ef lufast the yelr ef CM Jm Ye lilQ yeris. 
John Lyndsay is cume prenteis to Andro Biydie for the spaoe of 
fyve yeris, and ane for mait and fie, as use and wont amangis the Crafty 
and enterit be Johne Kynloch, Dekyn. 

The zzU« day oi Nonember the yelr of CM aae tiioasaad 
flve hvBdreth fyfUe-fonr yeris. 

The quhilk day Archibald Maxwell has feit himself with Archibald 
Wryoht unto Yitsounday nixt for xxxd. of fie ouklie, and this he did 
befoir John Eynloch, Dekyn, and Williame Kynloch and Johne 
Strait. 

The quhilk day Johne Moncrief is dicemit in ane stene of valx for 
making of beltis. And thairefter he was decemit in ane uthir stene 
for giffin Williame Eynloch wark, he beand provin Johne Kylochis 
servand. And thairefter ij lis. for disobedience to the Graft 



THB HAMXSaiCBN BOOK. 83 

The quhilk day George Flemjng was decemit be the Craft in ane 
pound of yax for valkyn in the toiin and diaobeing the Dekyn. 

The IX day of Mavehe the yelr ef CM im Yc and liiy yerii. 
The Dekyn and haill Craft in ane voce without discrepance hes 
statute and ordenit conforme to the sele of cawas^ that na maister of 
Craft sail use, hant, exeroe, or mak ony maner of geir, or wark, bot 
allennerlie the craft and geir that he was enterit to prenteiss and giffin 
in his assay at thair entres. And that na maister mak ony beltis bot 
Thomas Donaldsounis sones, beltaris allennarlie, under the pane of ane 
stene of vax ; bot gif it be ane belt or twa to gif ane gentillman or 
freind. And disohairgis the said Thomas and his sones of all maner 
wark making, except beltis allennerlie, under the pane foirsaid and 
tynsall of fredome. Sie iubscnbUitur. 

Ita est Thomas Bubbxli^ Notar, at the conmiand specialie 
of the Dekyn and haill maisteris of Craft. 

The lift day of JuiU Anno It yeris. 

The rest awand be Johne Kynloch, Dekyn, of the money that he 
ressavit of the Craft the yeir precedant extendis to sex poundis 
money. 
Item, ane silver pece of George Flemyngis for his upset, 

futball, and banket, in wed of ... ... xii lis. 

Item, twa spunis of Henry Lufrent for his futball, xxx schillingis. 
Item, David Home twa markis for his prenteiss restand awand. 
Item, Andro Brydie for his prenteiss, ... ... ii markis. 

Item, Williame Toung, ... ... ... .. xilis.xiiijd. 

Item, Williame Toung ten markis cautioner for Ryohart Pait. 



iS«al of Omum.— Dooumonti mid«r that nune w«n p«nted by the Bdlnburgh Town 
Ooanell to the InoorpontloBe of Onftmieii In that town. It U likely the Town OottncU of 
Perth ela^ p«nted almller doeomentk Bach " aeele ** as I h*Te eeen oonferred oertdn 
prlTilesee, end emoted the perfonnenoe of epeoifled dutlee. The HanrnMimen "Seel of 
Cenee " hea not been preeerred, eo lie contents are unknown. There are notioea In the 
minute book of the Inoosporatlon'a ** Charter," but that document haa not been pnaerred. 
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Itein, CFames Davidfloun, ocMnpontoiir, restaiid awand, ... xzs. vd. 
Item, defacit of the aowmes awaad be WiUiame Young, iiij lis. xii. 
Item, restand of £re money to the Graft, fourty poundia vijd. 

BinEnsLL. 

Tlie lyfll day of Jimll the year of CM Jn Te tftd^ffYt yerii. 

David Donaldsoun electit Dekyn for this instant yeir, and com* 
positouris George Allan and Alexr. Andersoun, and Johne Straity 
officiar. 

The zU day of Jmili Anno It yeris. 

George Lathangy hes tane Sanct Eloyis broddis and gait pennies 
and the cumling feis ziid. for four markis and ijs., to be paytat 
Midsomer and Andersmes be equall portionis. 

The ziz of Enfui the yelr of Ood im Te and fyfUe-tfre yeris. 

The Dekyn, Dayid Donaldsoun, and the brother of Graft hes set 
thair net upone the Kingis watteris for ane yeir to cume for fyftie-thre 
markis money to be payt be Robert Gelbart, quhen the Graft ohaiigis 
him, quhen thai haif ado with it as he that hes tane the samyn. 

The tent day of Oetober the yelr of CM im Tc and flffcy-fyre yeris. 

The Dekyn of the Hammermen and haill Graft hes chosin auoht 
brother of the said craft to oonveine upone all matteris concerning 
the weillfair of the said Graft, and awise upone actionis as the haill 
Graft war present quhill Yitsounday next. And thir are the names 
of thame — 



David Donaldsoun, Dekyn. 
AiiSXR. Andbbsoun, Saidlair. 
Andbo Bbtdib, Saidlair. 
WiLUAifB YouNO, Lorimer. 



Thomas Bbubsoun, Smyth. 
Akdbo Dooleiss, Saidlair. 
Akdbo Andbbsottn, Smyth. 
James Donaldsoun, Lorimer. 



The quhilk day the haill maisteris of the Graft deoemis that thair 
oulkis penneis be gadderit as af oir quhill Yitsounday nixt. 
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Hm yQ d«j of Jftanar Anno It yerii. 

Patrick IngliBS sail pay to the Dekyn aad maiflteris of Graft the 
aowme of xij. lis. money for his buith upeet and entering maister — 
that is to say, sex poundis upone Thuirsday nixt» and the uthir sex 
poundis betoix this Fastem-e^n nixt, under the pane of tynsallof his 
fredome. 

The said Patrik keipit his day and payt the sex poundis to Alexr. 
Andersouu, and swa hes payt the haUl sowme for his buith upset. 

BUBRBLL. 

The xxY day of Februar the said Alexr. maid his haill compt to the 
Dekyn and Craft, and thai dischaiige the said Alexr. of the said oompt 
Iv yeris. 

BURBBLL. 

The xxT^ day of Mail the yeir of Ood Jm Ye and lyUie sex yeris. 

The maisteris of the Hammermen hes electit and chosin Williame 
Toung, Dekyn, for this present yeir. And David Home, oompositour, 
for this instant yeir, and Johne Strait, offioiar. 

The xxTiU day of Mail the yelF of Ood Jm To flfUe sex yevit. 

Robert Colbart restis awand to the Craft xxxiiijs. iiijd. of the 
rest of his oompt. 
The xxlx day of Mail the yeir of €kid Jm To and fyflie sex yeris. 

The Dekyn and Craft findis that Andro Andersoun hes faillit in 
the defrauding of thame of thair money of thair net^ nooht deliverit to 
thame in dew tyme after his promeiss. And thairf or decernis him the 
inlaik of the nixt^ in sa far as thai want of the haill sowme gif it beis 
set better chaip. 

The xrlifj day of Inmost the yelF of Ood Jm To illUe lex yeris. 

Williame Young, Dekyn of the Hammermen of Perth, and the 
maist part of the said Craft, with ane voce and will, hes chosin thir 
aucht maisteris to sit, and avyse, and treit, upone all the oonrnioun 




efferis of thair Craft, and for thair weilL 
thame, to indure at the will of the Craft : 



And thir ar the names of 



Johns Etnlogh. 
Andro D00LEI88. 
Andro Brtdib. 
James Davidsoun. 



James Beltan. 
Thomas Bruboun. 
George Bow. 
Thomas Smtth. 



The zl day of Jmili the yelr of CM Jm Ye and f^fUe toTin yeris. 

Thomas Brussoun^is electit Dekyn be the brother this instant yeir, 
quha hes deponit the aith to be leill and trew to his brother and to 
thair commoun weill, and exeroe justice conforme to the ))oynttis of 
the Craft, without faide or favour. And the brether in Ijk maner 
to be leill and trew to him. And sail fortiffie him in all gudlie eflbris. 
And the said Dekyn sail subscryve na vretingis tweiching the efbaia 
of the realme, this toun, or that concemis the Craft, without he call 
the maisteris of the CVaft and aTyse with thame thairupone, under the 
pane of tynsall of his office, periurie and inf ame. Williame Monepenny 
chosin compositeur for this instant yeir, and Johne Strait, officiar. 

The xll day of Jnlil the yelr of Ood Jm Yc and Ivii yeris. 

The Dekyn, Thomas Brussoun, and the maist part in ane voce and 
assent, hes chosin twelf of the maist honest and discrait maisteris to 
sit upone the commoun efferis of the Craft, and for the weilfair of the 
samyn to indure quhill Yitsounday nixt. And thir men to be swome 
to do justice without feid or favour of ony persone. And the Dekyn 
and remanent of the Craft to stand and abyde at thair deliverance. 
And thir ar the names of thame : 



Thomas Brtssoun. 
Andro Dooleiss. 
Andro Brtdib. 
David Kblour. 
Andro Andebsoun. 
David Hornb. 



Williams Young. 
Johne Etnlogh. 
Thomas Smtth. 
Robert Colbart. 
Jambb Davidsoun. 
James Beltan. 
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Thir personee above wretin hes deponit thair bodelie aith to fulfill 
the premisses the Evangell beand tweiohit. 

The xiiy day of Jnlii anno Ivii yerii* 

The haill auditouris above wretin, except Williame Young and David 
Home, absent) hes decemit that na prenteiss be ressavit in tymes to 
oum without fourtie schilling to the alter and half ane mark to the 
Dekyn. 

BlJBRSLL. 

The tent day of Honember in the yeir ane thowsand l^re hundreth 
and ItIU yeria. 

The quhilk day Lawrens Smyth hes ressavit John Robertsoun 

prenteiss for the space of twa yeris prenteiss, with ane yeir for mait 

and fie of the pryces of the Craft, use and wont, of the yeir eftir the 

entrying of all prenteissis. And this to be haldin for thair indentouris 

befoir thir witnesses — Thomas Brussoun, Dekyn ; Williame 

Monepenny. And subscryvit be me, Johne Eynloch, at baith the 

parties commandis. 

Lawrens Smyth and Johne Robertsoun, 

With our handis on the pen, led be Johne Kynloch. 

The fytt day of Junii the yeir of Ood Jm Tc Iviy yerlB. 

The quhilk day the maist part of the Craft beand convenit in the 
South Inche, hes electit and chosin Andro Brydie thair Dekyn for 
this instant yeir. And in lykmaner hes chosin Patrick Ingliss, 
compositeur, and John Strait^ officiar. And exoneris and dischairgis 
Williame Monepenny, thair auld compositour, of all his intromis- 
siounis of our commoun geir to the day and dait present^ accept the 
said Williame is restand awand to the Craft iij lis. xijs. iijd. de clarOf 
the said William Monepenny is oblist him to deliver the said iij lis. 
xijs. iijd. to the Dekyn and compositour foirsaid incontinent. 
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n« xil day Of Judl the y«iv of Ood ta Ye My ywli. 

The quhilk day the Dekjn and haill brother of Craft bee ordenit 
that thair be ane oulkis penny gadderit oulklie, ijd. of the maisteris, 
and ane penny the feall. And that to be gadderit be twa maiBteria 
thair oulk about. And to be deliverit to the oompoutour on the 
Setterday at evin be the gadderars, under the pane of payment of l^e 
oulkis penny of that oulk, with ane pound of yax unforgiffin. And 
this to be gatherit quhill Yitsounday nixt, and to be put in ane box 
as it is gadderit. And subscryrit be Johne Kynloch at the haill 
Craftis command, yeir, day, and place foirsaid. Sic 8ub9cribit'urt 

Johns Ktnlooh. 
The xtIU day of Honember tha yeir of CM im Ye IvlU y«la. 

The Dekyn of the Hammermen and the maist part of the maisteris 
of Craft hes chosin thir persones underwrotin to sit upone all the 
oommoun efiaris of the said Craft. And hes bound and oblist thame 
to stand at the ordour and statutis that thir persones makis. The 
saidis persones beand swome to lelelie and trowlie do for the oommoun 
Weill of the said Craft without feid or favour of ony peraone quhat- 
sumevir. And thir ar the persones : 



David Kelour. 
David Donaldboun. 
Thomas Brussoun. 
Johne Ktnloch. 
David Hornb. 
Patrik Inqlibs. 
Thomas Wiusoun. 



Andro Thorskaill. 
Hbnrt Lutrent. 
Andro Doglbiss. 
Jambs DAvmsoim. 
Robert Colbart. 
Andro Brtods, Dekyn. 

Davidsotjn. 



The fonrfc day of Dooember the yeir of CM im Ye and tflie aaeht 

yerls. 

The quhilk day Williame Ingliss is ressavit be Patrick Ingliss, his 
brother, in prenteiss afoir the Dekyn and brother of Craft, and the 
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yerifl of prenteschip and the conditiounis referrit to the endentour 
maid betwiz thame. 

And siklyk is enterit Robert Murray, prenteias to David Home, 
and siclyke refFeriB the oonditiounis to the endentour. And in lyk- 
maner is enterit Johne Murray to Andro Brydie, Dekyn of the said 
Crafty at this dait present, and refferis the conditiounis to the 
endentouris. 

The lezt day of Oetober Asno IvlU y«la. 

Quhilk day the persones within wretin ar swome the Halie Evangell 
tweichit to abyde at thair deliverance in all casis concerning the 
commoun efiaris of the Craft for making amang thame gude ordour 
and statutis, and to releif thame of certane dettis aucht be the haill 
Craft. And thaireftir the haill remanent Craft present for the tyme 
hes boundin and oblist thame faithfullie to stand, abyde, and fulfill 
thair statuttis, and quhat thai deceme in ane voce thai to abyde 
thairat. And to that effect thai haif deponit thair bodelie aith, under 
the pane of periurie and infame. And heirupone hes tane instrument. 



Thir ar the names present : 



Andro Brtdik, Dekyn. 
Gboros Flemtng. 
Gborob Bow. 
Albxr. Glass, 
johnb mongrbiff. 
Thomas Vimoun. 

WiLUAMB MONBPBNNT. 

Jambs Bbltan. 
Archibald Wrtoht. 
Thomas Smtth. 
Andro Andersotjn. 
Johnb Allan. 
Gborgb Thorskaill. 



Andro Thorskaill. 
David Saidlair. 
David Kblour. 
Thomas Pait. 
Patrik Inoliss. 

ROGBR JoHNESOUN. 

Thomas Brussotjn. 
Gborob Lathanoy. 
David Hornb. 
Johnb Robbrtsoun. 
David Donaldsouk. 
Robbrt Golbart. 
Johnb Jamibsoun. 
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DioNBis Carstoun. 
Johns Ktnlooh. 



Patrik Robebtsoun. 



The lyft day of Oetober in the yelr of Ood im Ye tflie nine y«li. 
The oompt omid be Andro Brydie and Patrik Ingliss, his 
oompoeitour, swa reetis the said Patrik awaad to the Graft Ivjs. yd. 
The quhilk Ivjs. vd. the said Andro and Patrik hes deliverit to Andio 
Thorskaill now possitour to the said Craft with xviija., quhilk the said 
Andro and Patrik mann deliver to the said possitour betuix this and 
aucht dajis heireftir. And now the auditouris of the said Craft 
underwretin hes dischairgit for thameselfis and in name of the haiU 
Craft the said Andro and Patrik for now and evir. And in vitness 
heirof we haif subscryvit this dischaiige with our handis. Sie 
tubscribitur, 

JoHNB Ktnlooh. 

Jambs Davidsoun. 

Dayh) Donaldsoun. 



Thomaa Brussoun, 
George Bow, 
Andro Thorskaill, 
Williams Youno, 



With our handis on the pen, 
led be Johne Kynloch. 



The penult day of Mali the yeir of Ood Jm Ye and ihn sooir yerls. 

The quhilk day Patrik Ingliss with awyse of the haill Craft is 
content that Waltir Low, oy to sumtyme Johne Smyth, be ressavit to 
be maister amangis ws quhat tyme the said Waltir desyris to gif in 
his sey, and the Dekyn for the. tyme to ressave him to our said 
fredome and privelege of Craft. And that becawss the said Waltir 
deliverit, the day of the dait present, the sowme of four poundis money 
to the foirsaid Dekyn and possitour, in part of payment of auchteen 
markis. And sail pay the rest of the sowme or ever he enter, with 
ane mark to his haid weshing to his entres. 
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The zxtIU day of Hall the yeir of God ane thovvand To 
ihve loolr yerls. 

Quhilk day restis to the possitour quhen James Davidsoun was 
Dekyn, restis to Alezr. Glass, possitour, zxs. iiijd. thair compt and 
rekning hard be the brether. 

Thir ar the names of the maisteris to be officiaris : 



Olipher Patillow. 
Patib Haib. 
David Murie. 
James Allan. 
Gboroe Hablow. 
David Dicsoun. 
Olipher Nort. 
Andro Donaldsoun. 



Gilbert Clerk. 

WlLLIAME KyNLOCH. 

David Ruthven. 
Waltir Low. 
Patrik Beltan. 

WiLUAME LaTHANGT. 

George Chaucer. 
David Bow. 

Williame Kynpont enterit the xv day of Aprile. 
Thomas Letham enterit the xix day of Maii. 

Enterit Arthur Lufrant and Johne Pait, younger, maisteris. Johne 
Biyssoun, cUiaa Bunten, hes servit. 

The penult day of Mali in the yoir of God ane thowsand f^yre 
hnndreth and ihre scolr yorii. 

The quhilk day Patrik Ingliss, Dekyn, with consent of the haill 
maisteris underwretin, that thair sail be na maisteris fra this tyme 
fourth ressavit to the privelege of the Hammermen Craft of thisbui^h 
quhill he sail be fourthru of his prenteschip. And sail be twa yeir 
feall after hend or evir he cume in. And sail produce ane sufficient 
sey of ane maister stik of wark to be ane sufficient craf tisman to serve 
the Queenis Grace legis ffor the quhilk the said Dekyn and Craft hes 
statute and ordenit that quhatever he be that enteris sail pay and 
deliver to the positour for the tyme or he be enterit the sowme of 
XX lis. money or silver plegis wirth the sowme, with banket and f utball 
as use is of befoir. And this to stand in all tyme to cume. And quhat 
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maister or brother that makis oaj request or sapplioatioun to brak 


this statute sail pay of unlay to the Dekyn and Graftis weiU the 


BO^nne of v lis. money. And to pay the said entres that he desyria 


to brak. And for l^e alald fulfillmg and observing, and keiping 


of this statute the saidis Dekyn and brether foirsaid hee bound and 


oblist thameselfis and all thaur sucoessoris be the faith and trewth in 


thair bodeis, the Haly Evangell tweichit, to keip the same in all tyma 


to oume. And for the mair seouritie hes subscryrit the samyn 


ordour, yeir, day, and place foirsaid : 


Patbiok Inglis, Dekyn. 


JoHNB Ktnlooh, with my 


Andbo Doolbiss. 


hand. 


Jamsb Bbltan. 


David Donaldsoun. 


Thomb Smtth. 


Gbobgb Lbthanqt. 


ThOMB WlLBOlTN. 


Patbik Robbbibouh. 


ROBBBT COLBABT. 


Albxb. Glass. 


WiLLUMB Yoima. 


Gbobgb Flbmtno. 


Andbo Andbbson. 


Thomas Ktnfont. 


Obobgb Bow. 


David Hobnb. 


Hbnbt Lufbant. 


Lawbbnob Smtth. 


Robebt Youko. 


Thomb Pait. 


*Albzb. Quhtthill. . 


David Smtth. 


Datid Fobbbs, uthirwayis 


Johnb Pait. 


Saidlair, with my hand. 


Gbobgb Thobskaill. 


Andbo Kbib. 


DioNBis Cabstoun. 


^ John Robebtboun. 


WiLLlAMB GOW. 


Robbbt Bbachtt. 


Andbo Thobskaill. 


JOHNB AlTJLN. 




With our handis on the pen, led be Johne Kynloch, Scrybe. 


The lyfl day Of Janll iha yefr af CM ana thowsand fn^ haadralh 


thM soaip ana ywls. 


The quhilk day Robert Colbert, Dekyn, with consent of the maist 




pairt of the Crafty hes ohoenn thir pencmeB underwretin to be 
ttuditourig for l^e haOl Graft for this instant yeir. 

Thir ar the names — 



Jambs Davidsottn. 
John Luframt. 
David Hobns. 
Altbtr- Glass. 



Jaios BsiyTAN. 
Thohb Smtth. 
Thomb Wilsottn. 
Akdbo Andbbson. 



Hbnbt Lufrant. 
Wm. Monbpbnnt. 



And siklyk hes ohosin thir persones underwreting to be seraaouris^ 
of all poynts of the Hammermen Graft that it be sufficient to serve the 
Quenis Grace legis. And quhat that is nocht sufficient to be brokyn 
and cuttit^ gyffin to the pure and misterf uU* maisters of our awin Graft. 

Thir ar the names — 

JoHNB Ktnlooh. I Andbo Bbtdib. I Gbobgb Bow. 

Patbik Inoliss. I Thomas Bbubsouk. I David Ebloitb. 

The zlz day ivf Mali in Aano ihie loohf iwa yevis. 

The quhilk day the compt maid be Robert Golbart, Dekyn, and 
David Saidlair, possitour, sua restis the said David awand to the 
Graft xzs. vd. And hes to deliver to the Craft ane silver maissftr* 
for X marks for Williame Name; and ane gold ryng for George 
Flemyngis prenteis, fourtie sohillingis. 

Item, James Allan awand for his entres xlis. to be payt at 
Andersmes ; George Harlaw, xii lis. xiijs. iiijd., to be payt at 
Lukis day nixt. Walter Low, vilis. to be payt or he enter. 
Williame Young, souertie for David Eelour's prenteis xls. money. 
Williame Kynloch, v markis money. Sua of the haiU awand of 
the sowmes above wreting extendis to fourtie-thre poundis 
xiiis. iiijd. 

iSetrchan. SFoor and neotMltoua. SDiixildng cap. 
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Th« xxtI day of Mali ilia yeir foinaid. 

The quhilk day Patrik Inglisa, Dekyn, with consent of the maiat 
part of the Craft, hes chosin thir persoues underwreting to assist the 
Dekyn and to sit on all thair commoun eflfairs — ^that is to say : 



Thomas Bryssoun. 
David Horne. 
Robert Colbert. 



Andro Brtdie. Alexr, Gsass. 

WiLUAMB Young. George Bow. 
David Donaldsoun. 

And siklyk hes chosin thir persones underwretin to pass and serss all 
the wark that is wrocht within the toun or without, gif it sufficient 
to serve the Quenis Grace legis, and gif it beis nocht found sufficient 
to escheit it and ordenis it to be sauld and the money of it to be giffen 
to the pure nychtbours and brethering of the Craft. 
Thir ar the names — 



Jambs Davidsoun. 
David Saidlair. 
Akdro Thorskaill. 



Jambs Beltak. Thomas Pait. 

Andro Andbrsoun. Thome Vilsoun. 
Wm. Kynlooh. 

Ilk ane of the foirsaid persones that is disobedient to pay for his 
vnlayis to the Dekyn ijs. unforgiffin. 

The lecoiittd day of Honember the yeir of Ood aae ihowiand Yo IzQ yeln. 

The quhilk day Patrik Ingliss, beand Dekyn of the Hammermen 
Craft, with consent of the haill brether hes appoynttit and finalie acgreit 
with Adam Denhome, goldsmyth, for the sowme of twentie poundis, 
and hes enterit the said Adam Denhome fre to our said Craft for the 
sowme above wretin. 

The ziy day of Honember in the yeiF of Ood ane ihowiand 
f^re handreih three sooir twa yeris. 

The quhilk day Patrik Ingliss, Dekyn, with consent of the haiU 
Craft, hes appoynttit and acgreit with George Chalmer for hes entres 
and fredome to the said Craft for the sowme of xxlis. money to be 
payt as eftir followis : thairof z markis in hand, z markis at Midsomer 
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in Anno Iziii jeres, and the remanent x marks betwix the dait heirof 
and this day tolmount, but fraud or gyle. And in cais of non payments 
as said is, submitts his buith to be steikit in, and his gudis and gear 
to be poyndit for the said sowme, with coetis and chairgis that hapnis 
to be maid. And siklyke the said Dekyn and Craft hes dischairgit the 
said Geoi^e of his futball. 

J. Kynloch. 

The X day of DeeembeF in the yeir of Ood ane thowsand f^re handreth 
thro leoir and twa yeris. 

The quhilk day Thomas Broun, sone to Johne Broun in Ardargie, 
is become of his awin fre motive will prenteis to Williame Lathangy, 
cutler and burges of Perth, onto the cutler Craft for all the dayis 
and termes of sevin yeris as prenteis, and ane yeir thaireftir for mait 
and xxxviis. money of fie, and the said Thomas to find himself claithis 
allennerlie. And siklyke the said Williame bindis him to instruk, ken 
and leime the said Thomas in all the ix)yntt3 of cutler Craft that he 
can use himself. And the said Thomas to mak gude and sufficient 
serveis to his said maister for all the dayis and termes foirsaid. 
And this to be extendit with all clawsis necessar, be this contract 
and apoyntment maid at Perth yeir and day foirsaid, before thir 
witnessis — Patrik Ingliss, Dekyn of the Hammermen, Johne Kynloch, 
David Donaldsoun, Andro Forskaill, Alexr. Glass, Patrik Robertsoun, 
Ollifer Pittillow, with uthirs diverss. And for the mair securetie 
thay half subscryvit the same. 

Williame Lathangy, "\ With oiu* handis on the pen, 
Thomas Broun, / led be Johne Kynloch. 



The Fryday after law Sounday, David Moreis brother is come 
prenteis to him for v yeris prenteis, ane yeir mait, his entres to be 
efter the dait above wretin of thre scoir and thre yeris. 
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n« Moomd day of Juit la mm im ¥• Ihre toolr thit ywli. 

The quhilk day the oompt maid be Patrik Inc^in, Dekyn, and 

Andro FonkaiU, po88itoar» of all thair renait and deUveranoe^ haid, 

aein, and admittit, awa reatis the Graft awand to the said Andro the 

sowme of nyne poundia money, and zriid., and obliaaea thame and the 

haiU Craft to pay the aaidis iz lis. xTijd« to the aaid Andro' of the 

fint money that cumeB in of thair dettia, or ony uthir money that 

oumea in to thame first 

Kjvuhm. 
The dettia awand to the Craft : 

Item Jamea Allan awand ... ... ... ... yj lis. 

Item Geoi^ge Harlow ... ... ... ... xizmarida. 

Item Walter Low ... ... ... zla. 

Item WiUiame Young, aouertie for Dayid Keloura prenteia zla. 

Item David Dioaoun ... ... ... ... vii j lia. 

Item George Chalmer ... ... ... ...zviii marka. 

Ktkldoh. 
Jnnli aaao thre leoir thra. 



The quhilk day the haill Craft hea ohoain James DaTidsoun, thiur 
Dekyn for this yeir, and Hendrie Lufrant thair poeitour, and WiUiame 
Kynloch thair officiar. 



The last of Mareha aaao thre aaoir faar yaria. 

The quhilk day James Davidsoun, Dekyn, hes enterit Olifer Nory 
freman to the Hammerman Craft 

The xTii day of Iprlle the yair of Ood aae thowsand lyra himdrath 
thre sooir four yeris* 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haill brether hes dischairgit James 
Gray and Walter Cowie for thair fiiultis done a contrar thair priye- 
leges of Craft, and in speciall the almyn of hydis and wirking of 
thame to Robert Salmound with sindrie uthir faultis, after oognoesioun 
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tane thairupoiie be the said dekyn and brether, and therfor the said 
Dekyn and brether hes dischairgit Jamee Gray and Waltir Cowie fra 
ony wark of thairis foreyir. And never to wirk to tbame in tyme 
to Gume. And quhat maiater that giffis ony of thame wark fra this 
hour fourth sail pay to the Dekyn and Craft in unlay to thair 
commoun weill the aowme of fourtie schiUingis money vnforgiffin. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and haiU Craft hes tane up thair oulkis 
penny ijd. of ilk maister oulklie, and ilk feal Id. And twa maisteria 
to gadder the same oulklie, and quha dissobeyis sail pay vs. unlay : 
and this to be brooht hi be the gadderaris on Setterday at evin, and 
put in ane box under the pane of payment of the said oulkis penny 
with ten schiUingis unlay. 

The im day of Julii anno 1x114 yerls. 

The quhilk day Patrik Ingliss, dekyn, with the maist part of the 
brethering of Craft, hes chosin thir aucht maisters undervreting to 
be awditours. And to sit on all matters perteining the oommoun 
Weill of the Craft. Thir ar the names : 



Ani>bo Bbtdib. 
Robert Colbabt. 
Albxr. Andbbsoun. 



Adak Ditnoan. 
Thomb Brussouk. 
Albxr. Qlass. 



Gborgb Bow. 
Thomas Wimoun. 



Thir aucht persopes above wreting hes acceptit the samyn, above 
wreting for till execute and use l^e samyn. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and brethering hes ordenit thir four 
maisteris underwreting as visitours to sie that all maid wark be 
sufficientlie wrocht to serve the Quenis legis. 



Andro Foirskaill. 
Thomas Pait. 



David Horkb. 
Georob Bow. 



The sext day of Jnnli Aano Ixt yerls. 

The quhilk day the Craft hes ohossin thir persones underwreting to 
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sit on all matteris perteining the oommoun weill of the Craft. Thair 
ar ohoesin be the haill Craft. Thir ar thair names — 



Andro Brtdib. 
Albxr. Glass. 
Adam Dbnhomb. 
Andro Donaldsoitn. 
George Bow. 



Thomas BBUssoim. 
Albxr. Andbbsoun. 
Thomas Wimoun. 

ROBBRT CoLBART. 

Andro Andbbsouk. 



The quhilk daj the haill Craft hes chossin thir sex persones 
underwreting to wissej^ all unsuificient wark, and to escheit the 
samyn conforme to Act of Parliament : 



Andro Thorskaill. 
Thomas Pait. 
David Forbes. 



David Horne. 
Gborob Bow. 
Thomas Brussoun. 



The quhilk day the haill Craft ordenit twa maisteris to gadder the 
oulkis penny — that is ijd. in the xv dayis to the maister, and ane penny 
to the servaud. And that ilk twa maisteris gather the same thair 
oulk about, and gif thai faill, that is wamit, to deliver the same on 
Setterday at evin, to pay the haill sowme that aucht to be gadderit, 
and the disobeyaris to pay vs. The quhilk day the Craft hes set 
thair gait penny to David Murie and Williame Eynloch for xxijs. iiijd., 
and David and Williame to pay the samyn to the Dekyn and 
compositour on the ussay' of thair office. 

The T day of Juili Anno Ixv] yeris. 

The quhilk day Patrik Ingliss, Dekyn, with the consent of the 
haill Craft, hes dischairgit Andro Watsoun of the Saidlair Craft, in 
this toun, simpliciter, and never to haif service among the saidlaris 
under pane of tynsall of thair fredome, quhatsumevir maister that 
giffis him labour, and the haill Craft hes commandit, becaws he was 
nevir found prenteis to ane saidlair. 

iVisie, examine. Slatue. 
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Th« zi d«j of Juill AttBo bn] y«li. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and brether of Craft hes ordenit the 
oulkis penny to be gadderit four tymes in the yeir — ^that is, ane 
quarter at Midsomer, ane quarter at Sanct Johnis day, and ane 
quarter at Pahnesounday, the fourt quarter at Andersmes, and this 
to be gatherit be twa maisteris, and the dissobearis to be unlayit, 
according to the ordour of the buik. 

Ibbo M Te IzTl yerli. 

The quhilk day Johne Moncreif is decemit and ordenit be the 
Graft to pay xxs., and that for manassing and blaspheming, and 
drawin of an quhyngar to Adam Denhome, in presens of the Dekyn, 
in the kirk ; and sail cume, and in that same place of the kirk, and 
ask the said Adamis forgiffiies befoir the haill Craft. And gif he or 
ony uthir dois siklyk in tyme ouming, sail pay fourtie schillingis 
unforgiffin. 

The quhilk day the haill Craft has chossin thir aucht maisteris 
underwreting to sit on all thingis perteining to the commoun weill 
of the Craft. 



Patrik Inquss. 
Andbo Anbebsoun. 
Dayid Donaldsoun. 
Andro Donaldboun. 



Geobob Bow. 
Thokas Bryssoun. 
Jambs Davidbouk. 



Andro Brtdib. 
David Hornb. 
Adam Dbnhome. 



The zz day of Mali Abbo IztU yaris. 

The quhilk day the haill Craft hes chossin Adam Denhome, Dekyn 
of the Hammermen for this present yeir to cume, and also Andro 
Donaldsoun, his compoaitour for this yeir to cum. 

The zxtIU of Mall Anno hrry yeris. 

The Dekyn and brother of Craft hes chossin aucht maisteris to sit 
upone all matteris concerning the weilfair of thair Craft in all 
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oommoon eflforia, and thai to remain and diaoua upone thair oommoun 
eflhris to Witaounday nizt, and thir are thair names : — 



Datid Fobbbs. 
David DoNALDBoxm. 
Robert Ck)LBART. 
Akbbo Brtddb. 



Qbobob Bow. 

ANBRO DONALDeOVH. 

Patrik Inqliss. 
Akdro Thorskaill. 



The names of the serasors of insufficient wark and labour : — 



WnuAMB Lathangt, Cutler. 
WiLLLUfB Gow, Lorimer. 
Jambs Davibsoun. 



/iixnt. Glass. 
David Hornb. 
David Dicbcun. 



The UQ day of JnnU the yelr of Ood M Ye UtU yerls. 
The quhilk day Adam Denhome^ goldsmyth, beand Dekyn of the 
Hammermen, with the haill consent of the Craft, hes enterit David 
Gray, saidlair, fre to our Crafty and that for the sowme of xxiiij lis., 
and he to haif his futball fre. 

The xil of ftepiember the yelr of CM Jm Ye IxyU y«ls. 

The quhilk day the Dekyn and blethering of Craft hes ordenit 
Thomas Robertsoun to wirk with Gilbert Clerk, as he did afoir ; and 
hes ordenit the said Gilbert to gif him claithis conforms to his 
promeis betuix the said day and Mertemes nixt. And failyeing 
thairof, the said Thomas to be fre of the said Gilbert to wirk frelie 
whair he pleisses best. 

The seeoBBd day of Jwdl the yelr ef God Jm Ye IzyIU y«ls. 

The quhilk day Adam Denhome, Dekyn of the Hammermen Craft 
of Perth, and the remanent haill brother following^ ffor the weilfair of 
the Craft, hes statute and ordenit^ that fra this day fourth, that their 
sail be na man ressavit freman and broder to the said Crafty 
occupie the fredome of the said Crafty without ilk ane of thame pay 
fourtie markis, tpgidder wil^ thair banket and futball, or thai be 
ressavit treman to the said Craft. And this to be observit inviolablie ; 
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and hee bound and obliflsee thame thairto be the faith and trewth ui 


thair bodeis. And thir ar the names following : — 




Adam Dbnhomb, Dekyn. 


Andro Andbrsoun. 




David Donaldbouk. 


Johnb Pait. 




Thomab Smtth. 


Andro Kbir. 




Patrik Inoliss. 


David Bow. 




Johns Monorbif. 


Wm. Lathanoy. 




David Horns. 


David Smyth. 




Alsxr. Glass. 


Wiluamb Gow. 




David Gray. 


Patrik Hair. 




Williams Ktnloch. 


Johns AtjiAn. 




Johns Ktnlooh. 


KoBBRT Nbilt^ 




Wiluams Kynpont. 


Jambs Allan. 




Gborgb Flbmtno. 


Williams Young. 




Thomas Bryssoun. 


Archibald Wryoht. 




David Forbbs. 


David Dicsoun. 




James Davidsoun. 


Johnb Brussoun. 




Thomas Wilboun. 


Andro Donaldsoun. 




David Muris. 


WiLLIAMB MONBPBNNY. 




Andro Thorskaill. 






Provyding always that the present ordinanoe be nocht hurtfoU to na 




fremannis baimis ; and instrumentis takin heirupoue in presens of the 




Dekyn and haill foir-namit brethering. 




Sic nibscribihtr. 




Ita est Thomas Burrbll, Notarius, 




de speciali mandato, dictarum decani et reliquarum artificium 




subscript, manu sua. 




irftk 






BXTRACTS. 



> ■ < 



Havino completed the printing of the fifty years of the Minutes 
resolved upon, a few scattered Extracts of later dates are added, 
which may be of interest. 

Otdftuince aneitt Oiamond 5totu 

" 31 Mat, 1577." 

" The said Dekyn and haill Graft hes statute and ordenit in all 
tyme to oume that na smyth draw nor wirk Osmound ime, n<xr draw 
it in gaddis to be sauld be merchandis, sic as hard Osmoundis, the 
quhilk is sauld for steill in the countrie ; and sua the Kingis leigis 
are decevit. And what he be that contrawenis the said ordinance 
saU pay xls. for the first fault, and gif he be found in the secound 
fault to pay iiij lis." 

Denaltfes tor Af0con^uct 
<'0n thb XI OF Maii Anno 1593." 

The quhilk day, convenit in the kirk, the Dekyn and brother, 
tweiching sum wrang done amang brether, for repressing of the lyke 
in tyme cuming, hes statute and ordenit in tyme cimung that na 
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brother of Craft, othir himself or his servand, sail in na wajis misuse 

or Ijohtlie his nychtbour, with onj k jnd of iniurie, namelie, stowthing 

of hair in his brotheris or nychtbouris dore or window quhatsumevir. 

The said brother that dois, or cawsis the same to be done, sail pay 

to the licht of the kirk ane pound of wax, or than the price thairof, 

unforgiffin. And gif it hapnis that ony brother or nychtbour ressavis 

the foirsaid wrang, that it sail nocht be leffen to him to advenge 

himself, hot sail schaw the samyn to the Dekyn to put ordour therto, 

or than pay the penaltie himself. And gif ony brother, for wrang 

allegit done him, cimiis and misusis his nychtbour or brother in 

ony way, as cutting off wark or lyke, or schafwis nocht the samyn 

to the Dekyn, but gangis be way of deid to revenge himself, sail pay 

to the lycht of the kirk twa poimdis of wax, or 'than the price 

thairof. And also gif ony of the saidis brether refusis his Dekyn and 

brether to be jugis to him thairanent for ony wrang done be ony of 

thame, the brother refusand to pay ane stene of wax unforgiffin, 

and to be dischaiigit of gude nychtbowrhaid, borrowing or lenning, 

eitting or drinking, and of all uthir thingis thairto perteining. 

And gif ony brother, eftir the dischairge heirof, borrowis or lennis, 

eittis or drinkis, or fumessis him in ony way untill the tyme he. be 

recounsellit with his Dekyn and brether, sail pay to the lycht of the 

kirk twa poundis of wax, or the price thairof, to be applyit on candill. 

And this order to stand in tyme to ciune. Subecr3rrit be our wreter 

at our commandis. 

J. Andbbsonb. 

Ked Dunblain JSelt0« 
" Thb 17th Januab Anno 1598." 

" Mairover, it is statute and ordenit be the said Dekyn and brether 
that na brother of Graft mak brydillis teyis, or curpells of red 
Dunblain beltis to ony man, and that becawse the making thairof 
henderis the saill of the brothers geir." 
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tCbe SnimlNit BnmuU Kent 

This we reckcm to be one of the endowments of the altar refecied 
tb before. For three years preyious to 1610 there had been some 
delay in paying, which led to this brief note in the book. 

"Thk pknult DAT OF Mah Anno 1610 YBRra." 

" Item, the annuel rent of vij merkis furthcummand to the Craft 
furth of Drumhar restis awin unpayit be the space of thrie yens 
bygane." 

No notice occurs afterwards of this Drumhar annual, which seems 
to have then ceased to be paid to the Hammermen. 

S00av0 ot A«0lCf0ticli0. 

In a minute, 8th September, 1655, there is an ordinance on the 
trials of workmanship to be presented on admission as freemen of the 
Incorporation. 

'*Ilk Saidlar shall present a manis and a womanis saidle^ stok 

risped. 
'* Ilk Blacksmith, a stok lock, a flauchter spaid, and a gange of 

hors shone. 
** Ilk Cutler, a furnished whinger. 
<* Ilk Gunner, a worke of a gunne, and a whyte plaitlock. 
*' Ilk Lorimer, a biydle belt^ a pair of spurres, a pair of stirrop 

irones, and a whyte plaitlock. 
*' Ilk Armorer, a sufficient new scabberd, and a pair of hilt guards 

of a sword. 
*' Ilk Pewterer, a basone, a stoup, a plait and a chamber pott. 
<< Ilk &«sier, ane aqua vite box, a flask with a wand, a pan and a 

hidle. 
'' Ilk Potter, a brasine pott. 
" Ilk Tinkler, a hekle and a laidle. 
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Bttfctes in tbe Deacon'6 tOBBCBsion. 
" 22 OcTOBEB, 1657." 

" Whilk day Johne Cheap^ but Deaoone of the Hammermen, did 
delyrer to Patrick Ramsay, the present Deacone, and Johne Moreis, 
his positour, the particulars undei^nreatine, perteining to the Trade : 
Item, the velvet mortcloath. The pincell. The ^hip. The old 
little chest and box. Twa brazen chandelers. The extract of 
the towne's great Chartour, and extract of the Graft's liberties. 
Item, ane band granted by the Laird of Tarsappie on 300 
merkis. Item, a band be Johne Smith, in Enroll, on 401ib. Item, a 
band be James Taylour on 481ib. Item, a band be James Smith 
on 401ib. Together with the Craft's book, and new great chist 
whairin thir particulars are keiped, to be maid forthcoming be the 
Deaoone and his positour for the trades use and behoof." 

MMitd tbe Aatcbes* 

" 1687." 

"Patrick Gairdner, in the Moortoune of Balhoussie, hes bein 
helpfull to the Deacon and brethren of the said trade at all tymes 
and occasiones in fumissing of them with his horses to burialls and 
other public occasiones, particularly at the ryding of the Marches. 
Therfoir, upon the forsaidis considerationis, the said Deacon and 
brethren hes unanimouslie consentit to the booking of the said 
Patrick Gairdner as ane frieman, as ane blacksmith and locksmith, 
and to the haill liberties and priviledges belonging therto." 



|>roD06al to Kelinquteb JExclusii^e t^tMlcgce. 

The active part the Incorporation had taken in the Reform move- 
ment of 1832 was followed by favourably entertaining this motion, 
made by Mr. Robert Greig, goldsmith and jeweller, Deacon at that time : 
" That the Calling should now consider the propriety of immediately 
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reforming themselves at home. That therefore the Incorporation, 
holding as they do a certain number of ezclualYe rights and privileges, 
which are highly injurious to the free trade and intercourse of the 
Burgh, do agree to relinquish and abandon and give up these 
to aU and sundry strangers within this burgh in any of the different 
exclusive rights and privileges for now and ever, and that hereaftir 
the Calling do make patent and open the same to all and sundry 
strangers and others who may choose to begin business within this 
burgh in any of the different sciences connected with the Calling, so 
that from henceforth no one shall be prosecuted or asked to pay 
any of the heavy dues hitherto exacted by the Incorporation." 
Which motion was seconded by 'Mr. James Taylor, and, "being con- 
sidered by the Calling, they are unanimously of opinion that it 
should be carried into effect, and appoint a meeting to be called 
on Tuesday next, at 8 o'c., for the purpose of finally deciding 
thereon." The meeting on that Tuesday, after considering the 
question of the Incorporation's privileges, simply resolved, "That 
considering the Corporation's liberality to strangers of late^ they 
should wait the decision of the Legislature." 




^.;^^>sV^, / 
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